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SUMMER 

ACTIVITIES 

Have fun with the 
family this summer 

KIRSTY’S 

HANDMADE 

SHOW 

Lots of tickets to 
be won! 


GARDENS & 
COUNTRY 

Straw Strewing In 
Shenington 

MUSIC 

Remembering 
Dave Swarbrick 


ELE IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, OXFORDSHIRE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
7 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE AND WARWICKSHIRE 
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LOOKING FOR... 

SUMMER DEALS 



YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL 



IS HERE TO HELP 


ZAHU^ 

wMue 

ZANU^ 







1200 Spin 9kg Washing Machine 

Mod&l No: ZWF912a3W 

* f'rDgramnv»9ncCi]ttDn± Ecd & Wfid Hood WiBih 

* Autmense & Aqusfall Technology 

* XXL i:>dor end Diun 
« Oimeoaiani: ht6S]iWtQti(£}6bcnv 






V 

£289 


YEAR 




7kg Vented Tumble Dryer 

Model No: ZTE7101PZ 

* 14 Programmes Inc Baby & Jeans 

* Sensor Drying 
•Easy iror^ Programme 

* Dimensions; HflS!(W60xD60cm 


£199 


■99 .1. 

YEAR 
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60cm Electric Cooker Double Oven 

Model No; ZCV666MW 

• 74 Litres Main Oven 

• 37 Litres Top Oven & Grill 
■ 4 Zone Ceramic Elob 

• Dimensions; H9(lnWiCxD60cm 


ZDNUSSI 
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Built In Induction Hob 

Model No: ZEL6M0FBV 

* Front Right Touch Control, Child Lock 
*4 Zones, Minute Minder 

* Power Boost 

* Dimension-s; H6xWS9xD52 


*1. 

YEAR 

'Mivrwirv 


ptO-UWC 



ZflNUSSI 


Only 

£399 

.99 
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Built In Pyrolytic Sir^gle Oven 

Model No; ZOP37962XA 


•fli Litres Multifunction Oven 

■ Pyrolytic Cleaning turns dirt into ash 
• Felly Programmable Timer 

■ Dimensions; El5a.9xWS9.4xWS6.fl 


. 2 . 

YEAR 




www.buywiseappliances.co.uk 


BUYWISE 


0 01295 266087 

sales@buywiseofbanbury.co.uk 


CONNECT WITH US 



45 Parsons Street | Banbury Oxon | 0X16 5NA 


THE HOME OF HOME APPLIANCES 


















































































































SHIRES 

MAGAZINE 




JEREMY WlLTOr^I 
Editor 

01295 709999 
copy@fourshires.co.uk 


KATE WILTON 

Accounts, Subscription 
and Circulation 
01295 27313S 
kate@fourshires.co.uk 

GAIL SEWARD 

Advertising Executive 
01295 709999 
gaii@fourshires.co.uk 

CATHY BLACK 

Editorial & Social Media 
Manager 
01295 27313S 
cathy@fourshires.co.uk 

CAROLINE JAQUES 
Design Manager 
01295 258570 

fourshires@medta4ribe.CGm 
ww\A/. media-tribe. com 


NEVER MISS AN iSSUE! 


Subscribe to The Fouf Shires today and receive the 
magazine direct to your door every month, Never 
again will you miss our popular Pictures from the 
Past or miss iocal events listed in our Out and About 
section. Just £36 for 12 Issues, or £20 for 6 issues. 
Contact orders@foufsh!res.co.uk to find out more. 


The Four Shires Magazine.. All rig his reserved. Reproduction or 
transmisEiion In whole or In pari without written permission Is 
strictly prohibited. The Four Shires magazine welcomes unsolicited 
manuscripts and photographs and every efforl will be made to return 
them safely, although this cannot be fully guaranteed. The views of 
the contributors are not necessarily those of the publishers. 

ESSN 1473-0472 


THIS MONTH'S CONTRIBUTORS 
George Fenemore • Barry Whitehouse 
David Williams • Maggie Chaplin 
Bruce Cox 


Kll^- 



CIRCULATION AREA MAP 


The Four Shires 
Borough House 
Marlborough Road 
Banbury, Oxfordshire 
0X16 5TH 

Tel: 01295 273138 

Advertising: 
01295 709999 

WWW, f ou f Shi res. c o. u k 
copy@foyrshires.GO.uk 


There v^as a wonderful report on a BBC news 
programme las! month detailing a sculpture at Kew 
Gardens in London. The sculpture represented a 
beehive and included a recording of bees buzzing 
within the structure. The report detailed that the 
bee's 'hum^ in the note of 'C'! This intrigued me 
- for! pondered that perhaps the bees should be 
called ^cees' instead! Whatever, singing In 'C' as 
well as waggling and dancing to show directions 
to their mates shows what wonderful little creatures 
they are. 

At the other end of the spectrum, this month we 
were lucky enough to visit a farm near Shipston 
that specialises in camel trekking. The camel on the 
cover of this month's magazine, 'Ruby^ was a lovely 
character, she didn't spit although she did groan a 
bit here and there. It was amazing to see how well 
they coped with tromping through the gloriously 
lush Warwickshire countryside. To be fair, it seems 
a great deal more attractive to me than the Gobi 
Desert! 

By now, we will all be happily ensconced within an 
independent United Kingdom or still be part of the 
great federal European experience... however it 
has gone, let s all try to get back to normality. The 
allotment still needs weeding, the kids need to be 
packed off to school and the car will need its MOT 
sooni 

JEREMY WILTON 


Got the 



WITH YOUR OLD jOB? 


Four Shires is looking for 
an enthusiastic person with a great track 
record to join our sales team. 

You'll need a sense of 
fun and undying love for our magazine. 

would aho hofp if you're a litUe bU mad, 
aithough in fhiis we can ffaj'n you. 



p-11 




01295 


27313B 
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The Blooming Marvellous 


SUMMER 

SALE 




TEMPUR 


And so to Bed 

-LONDON —^- 

VISPRING 

lauwy LnnJofi I'WI 

44 ST CLEMENTS STREET, OXFORD 0X4 JAG TEL 01865 204202 

A\DS0T0BED.C0.UK 


Product featured: jVicfccf Sage Bed 







































































WHAT^S INSIDE FOUR SHiRES THIS MONTH 



Whaf wiH you do f/t/s summer? The Four Shfres fs packed 
with fun filled famrVy days ouf. Ride a camel, Wslf on 
animat park, learn to swrm, look arourfd some beaufifui 
homes and gardens, or even get up close to some 
rept/les* There's simply toads to chose from! 




YOUR LETTERS 
Four Shires' readers' 
thoughts. 

AROUND THE SHIRES 

Lots of local news 

u 

*' from the Four Shires. 

,1 BOOKS 

Best monthly 
J ■ reads from The Old 
Hall Bookshop In Brackley. 

OUTS ABOUT 

Where to go and 
what to see In 
the Four Shires this month. 

ANTIQUES & 

'! 1! THE ARTS 

- Barry 

Whitehouse's Art Surgery 
looks at painting outside, 
there are galleries to visit 
and an exciting Aston 
Martin sate. 

“ SUMMER 

ACTIVITIES 

Summer is here 
and the holidays beckon, 
you’ll find some great ideas 
inside for entertaining the 
family this summer break. 




“ MOTORING 

Motor classic 
diary dates 

for the summer months. 
Find out what happens at 
Donlngton too. 

. GARDENS AND 
COUNTRY 

' '■ - David Williams 

advises on the July 
garden, Countryman is 
troubled by bees, there's 
straw strewing and NGS 
gardens to visit. 

HOMES 

Put some curves 
in your life and a 
look through the keyhole 
at Four Shires properties. 

WEDDING 

Pictures from 
the beautiful 
wedding of George 
Martin and Karla Derr. 

FOOD & DRINK 
John Burton- 
Race in 

Cheltenham and a menu 
full of summer BBQ roasts. 



THEATRE 

Bruce Cox is at 
r '— 1 the RSC. 

ONE LADY'S 
LEGACY 
Maggie Chaplin 
looks at Mary Ann 
Horton's project to set up 
a hospital in Banbury. 

^ ' BUSINESS 

Cherwell Business 
Awards and fun 
with networking. 

EDUCAUON 

Events in the 
iocal schoois. 
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LETTERS & DOG 






Dog and his mate from 
HMV have always 
famously loved 
Jistening to music, 
especially when 
stood next to a 
large gramaphone! 
So naturally his ears 
perked up when 
he heard of an epic 
vinyl collection. 


For those young 
pups out there, 
vinyl is what you 
used to listen to 
your downloads 
on. 


\\ \ 




These vinyl 
recordings or 
'records' used 


to come in two 


sizes, seven Inches in 


diameter and 12. 


Many thanks to Philip Lucas of Banbury 
for sending us this fantastic picture he 
took recently. It shows the moment 
that 'dinner was served' to a fledgling 
stariing by its parent, 



HOCKEY PLAYER 
lOEWTIFfED 

Many thanks to 
Mr Grant Stanley 
from Shenlngton 
for calling into the 
office lost month 
regarding one of the 
photos featured in the June Pictures 


from the Past section. He told us that 
the man with the hockey stick is Mike 
Tidesweii, a games Master at Bloxham 
School. He was also an accomplished 
sportsman both at Hockey and cricket, 
he played for Bloxham village cricket 
team, where he still lives. 


HOCKEY 


Dog's mate's collection goes ali the 
way back to 1978 when he purchased 
'Uptight' by Stevie Wonder and, since 
then, he has gone on to buy about 
10,000 records! 

He has even kitted out a whole room 
just for his music. This special studio 
features about half of his collection 
(the rest are in the attic) where he has 
installed a special sound system. 


Dog thanks his old mate Smudge for 
getting in touch regarding the picture 
that featured in the June Pictures from 
the Past section recently. The hockey 
player featured on page 109 is Mike 
Tideswell, pictured during his time at 
Bloxham School, when he played for 
the England 'A' team. Mike is currently 
Chairman at Banbury Hockey CEubI 


CAR WASHERS 


He said that he chooses to buy vinyl 
instead of the more practical CDs or 
mp3's because they have a 'richer and 
more authentic sound', he went on to 
add that he 'likes the Idea of holding 
his music'. 


Dog's mate said that the only reason 
he had bought some CD's was 
because he felt 'that vinyl would 
inevitably become extinct'. In fact, it 
has done the complete opposite with 
safes of vinyl in the UK booming. In 2015 
afone nearly two million records were 
sold, the highest amount since 1987. 



FOUR StllRDS 


JULY 2016 


We are indebted to Steve Palmer of 
Banbury for information regarding 
the car wash picture on page 108 
of the June issue. The chap polishing 
the old Rover is none other than Tony 
Page; Tony was Steve's best man at 
his wedding! 

Tony was quite a 
radio ham and 
his call sign was 
G3 HKJ - he 
now lives out 
near Milton 
Keynes. 




FLORAL ART SHOW 

Dear Four Shires, 

The pictures headed 
'Fiorai Art Show' in 
the May issue of your 
magazine, show members 
of Banbury Fioral Art 
group possibly at one of 
therr monthly meetings, 
wh/ch were held at 
Banbury Town Hall. 

The ladies In the picture 
holding the cups are Mrs 
R Harper, and the iafe Mrs 
Brummlff. 

Banbury Fioraf Art Group 
celebrated Its diamond 
anniversary last year 
and stiil meet on the first 
Monday oTeach month 
at Bod/cote church 
house. Its members have 
used fherr talents to 
arrange flowers for the 
Mayor's inauguration 
ceremony, poppy 
displays at the Town Hall 
and St Mary's church 
Tor Remembrance Day 
and Christmas 
arrangements 
at the Town 
Hail. Last year, 
to celebrate 
the diamond 
anniversary, a 
flower festival was 
held at Bodrcofe 
church. 

The group hosts 
demonstrations, 
workshops, talks, 
competitions and 
outings. 

Yours TaithTuliy, 

Margaret Hughes, 

Banbury 
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and the Winner is... 


have a fantastEC 
time at the events 
and we would 
love to hear your 
experiences of 
them. 

We would like to 
take the chance 
to thank everyone 
who entered the 
competitions in 
the June Issue, 
the response was 
phenomenal. 

If you were unlucky 
this time, then 
please do check 
out page 31 of 
this month's issue 
as we have 10 
pairs of tickets 
to K^frsffe Afisop's 
'Handmade Show' 
to giveaway. 


Next up we were offering two lucky 
winners a pair of tickets to one 
of three fantastic Nocturne Live 
events held at Blenheim Palace at 
the end of last month. The Corrs 
tickets were won by Brian Griggs 
from Hook Norton whereas the 
Ennio Morricone tickets were won 
by Nicola Griffiths from Milcome. 

BatWe Proms at Blenheim Palace 
was up next and we had three 
fabulous pairs of tickets to this 
annual event up for grabs. The 
winners of these were: Angie 
Anderton from Solihull, Jan 
CampbelhWood from Devon and 
Adrianna Glover from Daventry. 

One for the motor racing fans 
now, as Four Shtres had no fewer 
than five pairs of tickets to the 
Si/versfone C/assfc Sunday to 
give away. Winners of these 
tickets are: Tim Briggs from 
Adderbury, Jacqueline Rogers 


A s part of our bumper June 
issue, we ran a number of 
competitions within the 
magazine. To say that we had a 
staggering amount of entries is 
an understatement. But of course 
there can only be a few lucky 
winners. The following people were 
picked at random and will receive 
tickets to their respective events. 

The first competition drawn actuaily 
featured in the May issue of the 
magazine, including two Weekend 
tickets with camping to the Cornbury 
Music Festival The winner of this was 
Graham Hares from Towcester. 


from Banbury, Kim 
Whitford from Culworth, 
Shirley Steventon from 
Kidiington and Alison 
Wenham from Hanwell. 


Last but by no means 
least we had a pair of 
tickets to the inaugural 
Country File Live event 
at Blenheim Palace 
later this summer The 
lucky winner of these 
tickets was Roger 
Hopkins. 


We hope that a 
of the winners 
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AROUND THE SHIRES 




(N OR OUT? 

No matter how you 
voted at the end of fast 
monthp these pictures 
go to show that we had 
been through all that 
many years before. The 
pictures here show the 
visit of Ted Heath, the 
then Conservative Prime 
Minister to Banbury back 
in the 70s. There was Jivefy 
debate on both sides of 
the argument back then 
as to whether we should 
join the Common Market 
or not. Of course, we 
did. We wonder whether 
there will be another 
referendum in another 30 
years or so? 


COGGES BEER AND 
CIDER FESTIVAL, WITNEY 

Cogges Beer and 
Cider Festival takes place 
on Friday and Saturday 
29th-30th Juiy with 
30+ beers and ciders, live 
music, food and Aunt 
Saify competitions in 
the barns. 6.30pm - 
Itpm. Tickets £8 in 
advance, available 
online at cogges.org. 
uk. £10 on the door. 

8 A' MORL-S JULY 2016 



SNUTFORD FESTIVAL 

Shutford festivai took place last month In the grounds 
of Shutford Manor. Enjoying the day's festivities were: 

Snow, Gordon Freeman 
and Megan Bentiey (above 
Jeff); Mck fJfon and Rita LJvesey 
(above ng/iO; HeJen CaJ/ow and 
Laura CowJey (of Crocod/fes of 
the wodd) w/fh Tom' the baby 
royal pyfbon f/efO; James Proof 
with daughter Amy (betow 
ieft); John and Claudia McKay 
collecting at the gate fbe/ow 
right). 




ChtANGE GEAlrCHERWELL 

As part of Bicester bike day, the Cherwell 100 mile 
and 65 miie sportives are back! New, improved 
routes rof] through the picturesque villages of 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire 
and Warwickshire on quiet country roads, with 
challenging short hills and a couple of killer hiils 
(particularly on the 100 milerl). 

The 100 mile route starts in Bicester and takes in 
the famous Stowe Schooi and Sllverstone FI track 
and Sulgrave Manor before passing through the 
villages around Brackley and heading out to 
Banbury via the infamous Edge Hiil and up and 
down Avon Dassett. 

The 65 mile route is ideal for those wanting a test 
but without those killer hills. The course is quiet, 
undulating and follows large sections of the 100 
miie route, passing through the scenic villages 
heading to Banbury before returning to Bicester. 

Get invoived in the Change Gear Cherwell 
Sportive on the 24th July. wwwJelsurecentre.com 





































SINGING FOR THE SOMME 


FUNDRAISING FOR 
ADDERBURY LIBRARY 


Churc/i House, Adderbury 
Saturday 9th July, 10am 

A book sale and coffee 
morning at Church House. 
There's no need to book, 
just turn up. 

There wiN be a huge 
variety of books for sate: 
new and old; hardback 
and paperback; fiction 
and non-fiction. 

For information visit: www. 
adderburyfocat.org.uk 


WROXTON CHURCH TEA CONCERT 

Sunday 17th July. 3.30pm 

Wroxton church are holding a tea 
concert at Alf Saints Church. The 
tea concert wit! feature Makoto 
Nakura. Tickets £12, with proceeds 
going direct to the Church 
preservation. Tickets are available 
at The White Horse Inn - Wroxton, 

Ochre Cottage, Church Street, 

Wroxton, Banbury, 0X15 6QE or on the door on the day 
of the concert. If you have any more questions, please 
call Susan on 01295 738147. 


WILDLIFE RETURNS TO BANBURY'S SPICEBALL 
PARK AS THE WILD BANBURY PROJECT TAKES OFF 

The second phase of the River Cherweil makeover 
project in Banbury's Spicebail Park kicked off last 
month with the announcement of new funding of 
£93,300 from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

This grant, combined with £64,000 from Banbury 
Town Council, £4,000 from Cherweli District 
Council and £27,295 from Grundon will enable the 
Witd Banbury project to start this summer. 

The new funding will enable the second phase 
of the Wild Banbury project to focus on Spiceball 
Park and Hanwell Brook wetland, providing 
new opportunities for people to get involved in 
heritage conservation skills, digging out ponds, 
clearing scrub and planting wild flowers. 


July marks the 100 year anniversary of World War 
One's Battle of the Somme and to commemorate 
the lives of those heroes who fought for our freedom. 
The Adderbury institute near Banbury will be hosting an 
evening of music, song, dance and theatre on the 8th 

July. 


The event is entitled 
S/ng/ng for the 
Somme and will be 
remembering those 
great works that came 
to articulate so many 
different parts of fife 
a century ago in the 
Great War in an energising, poignant and entertaining 
evening. The event Is being hosted to raise money for 
the Katharine House Hospice and for The Royal British 
Legion. With canapes provided by local Banbury 
eateries and locally brewed Hook Norton Afe being 
served throughout the evening, it promises to be a 
very special night. 


Tickets £10 available from The Bell Inn, 

Adderbury. You can also order them by e-mailing 
singtngforthesomme@gmaiLcom or call 075324 46665. 


DRINKING BEER, 
JAMMING DEER 


Banbury's 
Reindeere 
pub festival 
raises funds for 
Radio Horton 
and Katharine 
House Hospice 
each year with 
their Deer Jam 
Festival. 


Whilst the event 
was free to 
attend, fundraising took 
place through a raffle, 
organised by the Parsons 
Street pubs. Guests were 
also encouraged to 
support the local charities 
through donations. Total 
funds raised so far are just 
over £1,000. This will be 
divided equally between 
the two charities. 




GREEN PARTY 

July 10th, 1pm-8pm at The Ofd Wharf, 
Appletree Lane Cropredy, 0X17 1PZ 


The North Oxfordshire Green Party 
are hosting a fun day of free 
entertainment in the beautiful 
Cropredy meadow. 
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m 1 urMUE the voice of 

The Lighthouse Family 


BJORN 

AGAIN 


lifll ITF 

STRAIGHT SHOT H HRRIOTT 

HANNAH CHAKLIE CUNNINfiBAM 
GRACE 


BERKOS NEST COMEDY STAGE | THE OTHER STAGE 1 RIVERSIDE STAGE 
COMPLETE CHILDREN’S ZONE I EXTENSIVE FAIRGROUND I GOURMET CATERERS 
& VILLAGE TEA TENT I BEAUTIFUL CAMPING I GORGEOUS GLAMPING 

GoriibuTymiisiGfestival.com 



ENGLAND’S MOST CIVILISED GATHERING Knight rf 

THE COMPLETE SUMMER WEEKEND (inStMD lJU: Frank M 

















































































BANBURY RUN 


500 vintage and veteran 
motorcycles built before 
1930 took part in the 
annual Banbury Run 
hosted at the British Motor 
Museum in Gaydon, 
Warwickshire, Thousands 
of spectators took 
advantage of free entry to 
the motor museum as part 
of the Vintage Motorcycle 
Club event. 


fop: a beautUuHy restored 
Francis Barneff 250cc 

above: Stuart and Dean Kidd 
(f) on their BSA machines 

right: the embiem of the 
Dougias motorcycle 


above: ever vifondered how 
a Triumph engine works? 

Here's a cutaway engine to "" 

give you a duel 

righf: a James motorcycle with its pefroJ tank nicely worn down 
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BARKS KINS 

Annie Proulx 



SOFEKGWNiJ 


WARWICKSHIRE 


t r : WuL>.1*l!* ]’-% 


THE 

BUILDINGS OF 
WARWICKSHIRE 
Chris Pickford and 
Nikolas Pevsner 

When The Buffdfngs 
of Warwickshire first 
arrived at the Four 
Sh/res office, many 
thought that it wos 
a new doorstop, it 
was so bigl 

However as well 
as being this. It 
is an 801 page 
volume featuring 
information and 
descriptions on 
a great deal of 
Warwickshire's 
architecture. 


The book is a mojor expansion of the original 
publication by Nikolas Pevsner published in 196£. 
This has been carried out by Chris Pickford who was 
born in the county. It is not only an appraisment 
of Pevsner's original work on buildings but also 
features many new descriptions and Information 
on recently evaluated and studied structures. The 
book gives in-depth details of the county's varying 
architecture from the Victorian buildings of Rugby 
School to the the large post-war reconstruction of 
Coventry, as well as the effect of Shakespearean 
industry on his home town of Stratford-upon-Avon. 
The middle section of the book also features many 
colour images of buildings and their key features 


that appear in the text. 


ISBN 978-0-300-21560-1; £35.00 to be published this 
month and available from all good ^ookshops. 

an English timber- 1 

framed church ' 

be// fower. Long 
Marston Church, 

Warw/ckshfre 






Pulitzer Prize winning 
Annie Proulx wrote one 


ANNIE 

PROULX 

BARKSKINS 



New France and their 
read it. £18.99 


of my al[ time favourite 
books, The Shipp/ng 
News, and her latest 
book (and her last, 
she says) has just been 
published. Sarkskms 
is being described 
as her best novel, a 
sweeping epic starting 
in the late 18th century 
following the lives of two 
indentured settlers in 
sndants. I cannot wait to 



, Sho^lfelecl: for this ComegiC' MedoTJ 




ONE 

Sarah Crossan 

Winner of the Young 
Adult book of the Year 
One by Sarah Crossan 
is the story of identical 
twin girls facing the 
combined challenges 
of starting a new school 
and a major health issue. 
I have chosen this book 
for our next book group 
meeting, it is so moving 
and intelligently done. 
Suitable for anyone 
over 14. £7.99 


5000-1 THE LEICESTER CITY STORY 

/?ob Tanner 


At the beginning of the 
football season I don't 
imagine Rob Tanner of 
the Leicester Mercury 
thought he would be 



writing a bestseller 
about the breathtaking 
achievement of Ranieri's 


THE LEICESTEH 
CITY STOHY 



Leicester City. In it he 
details the key matches 
and turning points and 
tells us about the players 
who Ranieri inspired 
to success. 5000-7 The 
Leicester City Story. 





























SIDDHARTHA 

MUKHERjEE 


GENE 


AM INTirWE 
HISTORY 


BOOKS 


Books 


FOR YOUR 

Bookshelves 


BOOK OF THE 

BIRD: BIRDS IN ART 

Angus Hy/and and Kendra Wilson 

A beautiful gift for bird lovers and 
art lovers The Book of the Bird: Birds 
in Art by Angus Hyland and Kendra 
Wilson Is a small format art book 
with high quality reproductions 
and a small amount of text giving 
information about the birds mostly 
and a Httle about some of the 
artists. Last year The Dog got the 
same treatment. Both books are 
delightful. £12.95 
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THE GENE: AN INTIMATE 
HISTORY 

S/ddfiarfha Mukherjee 

ffie Gene; An /nfrmafe History by 

Slddhartha Mukherjee. Knowledge 
of genetics has transformed 
post war biofogy and given us a 
greater Insight into our behaviour, 
health and sexuality. Informative 
and accessible, this fascinating 
book gives us the most up to date 
account of our units of heredity 
and how they have shaped our 
past and can affect our future. £25 


Great summer reads, 
chosen by Christine Bridger 
at Old Hall Bookshop 
in Brackley 


THE GLORIOUS 
HERESIES 
L/sa Mcfnerney 

The Giorious Heresies 

by Lisa Mclnerney has 
just won the Ba/7ey's 
Women's Prize for Fiction 
and is being described 
as brutal, funny, violent 
and riotous. Just my 
thing. It's set in Cork and 
is a fook at life on the 
fringes of society in the aftermath 
of the economic crash and the 
legacy of society's views on 
religion, family and sex. £8.99 

GREEK 

George Caiombaris 

Greek by 
George 
Caiombaris Is 
a bright and 
zesty collection 
of recipes that 
George cooks at 
home for family 
and friends. He 
is a successful 
Australian/Greek 

chef and this book conjours up sun 
and relaxed living. The recipes are 
_ robust and delicious 

and pretty easy 
execute. 

£25 
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LILY AND ROSE FESTIVAL 

Evenfey Wood Garden, 
North a m pton shire 
3rd Juiy, T7am-4pm 

In cetebratran of a 
variety of plants that 
feature prominently In 
the garden. Ltlies, roses, 
maples and oaks in 
abundance, there will 
be numerous activities 
planned throughout 
the day. £5 Adults, £1 
Children over 1 2 years 
□Id. 

For more details email: 
Intone venleywoo d 
garden.co.uk 


BYHP's BiG LUNCH 

2 Chandos Close, Banbury 
2nd July, 12pm~5pm 

The Big Lunch is the UK's 
annual get-together for 
neighbours, an Idea from 
the Eden Project made 
possible by The Big Lottery 
Fund. 

w w w, byhp . org . uk 


FLYWHEEL FESTIVAL 


6/cesfer Heritage 
2nd - 3rd July, Warn 


A glorious festival of 
historic motoring, aviation 
and military endeavour 


w w w, b / c e s terh erf ta g e. 
co.uk 


COMP.ON VERNEY FESTIVAL 

The Compton Verney Festival is back! This year there 
is the option to camp so you can enjoy the festival 
atmosphere over the entire weekend. 


Enjoy ait the fun of the fair with dodgems, helter 
skelter and children's carousel. There will be a circus 
skills area, stilt walkers and balloon modellers, plus a 




fantastic line-up of live 
music. Great fun for the 
young or the young at 
heart! 

Book Tickets online at 
www.comptonverney.org. 
uk or call 01926 645 500. 




MUCH ADO ABOUT 
NOTHING 

Oxford Castle Unlocked 
4th - 76th July, 7:30pm- 
10pm 

Tomahawk Theatre 
returns to the magnificent 
Oxford Castle for its 7th 
year to produce one of 
Shakespeare's greatest 
comedies with the 
Irrepressible Beatrice and 
Benedick. This will be a 
dynamic, action packed 
2 hours including interval, 
with traditional costumes, 
music, dance and song. It 
will always remain faithful 
to the beautiful language 
and comic story of love, 
loyalty. £15 and £13. 

/nfo@fomahawkfheafre. 

co.uk 



KIDLINGTON BRASS 
SUMMER CONCERT 

Edward Field Primary 
School, Ktdiington 
9TH July, 7:30pm-9:30pm 

The summer concert will 
include a wide range of 
music, which includes 
orchestral arrangements, 
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pop, folk, film and original 
compositions for brass 
bonds. Tickets: £8 Adults, 
£5 Students, Free for 16 S. 
Under 

Email kcbenquiries(W 
gmail.com or cai/ 07756 
929264 



UKEFEST 

Warwick Racecourse 
Sf/i - 9t/i July 

A fantastic ukulele 
festival, the event 
includes open mics, mass 
ukulele busks, a variety 
show, school ukulele 
bands,workshops, stalls 
and goods amongst 
many more attractions. 
Only £4 advance ticketsi 
£5 on the gote. 

nckets; w/arwtck. 
th ejockeyciub .co.uk 



GUIDE DOG'S OPEN DAY 

Guide Dogs Training 
School Edmondscote 
Manor, Leamington Spa 
CV32 6AH 
9th July, 11am-4pm 

Your chance to learn 
more about what 
this fantastic charity 
and canines can do. 
There will be displays, 
children’s entertainment, 
refreshments, a car boot 
sale ond much more. £2 
for adults. 


LEAMINGTON CARNIVAL 

Pump Room Gardens, 
Leamington Spa 
9th Juiy, T1am-7pm 

The Leamington Carnival 
Festival will take place 
in the Pump Room 
Gardens between I lam 
& 7pm. The Parade 
will leave Beauchamp 
Avenue at I pm. 



SINATRA JUKEBOX 

The Mili Arts Centre, 

Banbury 

9th Juiy, 8pm 

Star of the West End's 
■Rat PackT Gory Williams 
has no idea what he's 
doing. Only the audience 
know what^s coming next 
and Gary waits for their 
command. Welcome to 
'Sinatra Jukebox', a show 
full of surprises as Gary 
performs whatever the 
audience requests from 
100 of or Blue Eyes' best 
loved hits. £15.50 

WWW. themiilartscentre. 
co.uk 



HILL CLOSE GARDENS. 
LOST AND FOUND 

Bread and Meat Close 
Warwick, CV34 6HF 
9th-tQthJuiy 

Find out about the history 
of Hill Close Gardens at 
this fundraising event. 



* 



THE WARWICK PLAY 


Guy's Ciiffe, Warwick 
TOfh July, 2.30pm & 6pm 

Guy of Warwick is o 
legendary English hero 
who travels far and wide 
to fight with dragons, 
giants and a *Dun Cow', 

A fantastic adventure in 
true "tongue in cheek" 
Slaughterhouse Players 
style! 

Tickets are ava/Vable from 
The Old Post Office or 
by sending an emaii to 
sla ug h f erho usep layers @ 
gmail.com. Tickets are 
priced at £10. 


Manufacturers & designers of bespoke jewellery 
Jeweller]fr re-modelling * Repairs and restoration • Watch 
servicing & repairs * Pearl ik bead restringing * Hand engraving * 


Vaiuations for insurance Sf probate • Diamond & Gemstone 
dealers * Same day repairs Sc rhodium plating available • 
Gold^ silver Sc unwanted Jeweller)^ bought or part exchanged 

50 Parsons Street^ Banbury 0X16 5NB. Tel 01295 269210 

wivw.watermansgoldsmiths.co.uk 
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THE DOGGY-PADDLE 

fdmundscofe Sporfs Field, 
Leamington Spa 
10th Jufy, 9am - 6pm 

An 18 mile charity 
paddle for Guide Dogs 
for the Blind, a flatwater 
recreational paddle 
from Leamington Spa 
to Stratford-upon-Avon. 
See the website at www. 
doggypaddle.org.uk 

This event is open to any 
competent paddler who 
is capable of paddling 
18 miles. The cost ot 
entering the event is £10 
for adults, £5 tor under- 
18s [providing they are 
accompanied by an 
adult and capable of 
completing the trip). 


> 


OSJ PROM 


AshmoJean Museum 
11th July, 7:30pm-9:30pm 


Angel! Trio - an 
internationally renowned 
chamber ensemble with 
a repertoire in classical, 
romantic, and modern 
classical string music. 

£25 chair (£10 bench). 
Emai! simon.payne£®v[rgfn. 
net or call 07775 904626 

16 A i 1 TTDS J ULY 2016 




WARWICK COURT LEET 
BEER, CIDER AND MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 

Warwick Race Course, 
15th July, 4pm~10pm and 
16fhJfj/y, 12noon-70pm 

A chance to drink some 
excellent locally brewed 
beer and cider all in the 
name of raising money 
for Warwick Charities. This 
year there will be 70 beers 
and ciders to choose 
from, live music and 
hot food available at 
all sessions. Free soft 
drinks for all drivers. 

£5 

WWW. 

wa rwick be erf es tiva L 
co.uk 


HERBS FOR HEALTH 
AND WELLBEING 

Barracks Lane 
Communify 
Garden, Oxford 
0X42AP 
16th July, 11am- 
4pm 

Celebrating 
summer with herbs 
for health and well-being 
with a focus on lavender 
ond mint. There will be the 
chance to make lotions 
and potions and explore 
the use of herbs for health 
and well-being, www. 
barTackslanegarden.org. 
£5 per household or £3 pp 

Ema// barracks/anegarden 
^yahoo.co.uk or ca/l 
07729 655543 




BICESTER AND 
KIDLINGTON RAMBLERS 

Twyford Playing fields. 
School Lane, MK18 4EY 
T6fhJuJy, 10am 

Leisurely nine mile circular 
walk including Twyford, 
Goddington, Preston 
Bissett and Hiiiesdon. 

There is a picnic lunch. 
Registered assistance 
dogs only, Leader 
Margaret Barker. 


THE BLUES BROTHERS - 
APPROVED 

Royal Spa Centre, 
Leamington Spa 
20th July, 7.30pm 

The police, theatres and 
members of the public 
are hereby warned to 
be vigilant and on the 
look out for two men 
dressed in black hats, 
block ties and sunglasses. 
Otherwise known os The 
Siues Brothers. 

Yes folks..JheyTe back 
and on a mission! Direct 
from Chicago and a 
national tour of the USA. 
Tickets from £22.50 

WWW , wa r w/ck dc.gov. uk/ 
royalspacentre 

WARWICK FOLK FESTIVAL 

Warwick town centre 
21st - 24fb July 

Since its humble 
beginnings in 1979, the 
annual Warwick Folk 
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Festival has developed 
into one of the most 
highly regarded folk 
events on the national 
and international scene, 
attracting fans from all 
over Britain and as far 
afield as the USA and 
Australia. 

The festivai takes place 
at Warwick School and 
offers a fantastic family 
day out with workshopSp 
storyteiiingp theatre, music 
and dance, as well as a 
real aie & cider festival, 
wine bar and craft 
market. There is also a 
free concert and dancing 
in the Market Place. 

WWW. warwickfoikfesiivaL 
co.uk 


REYNARD THE FOX 

Jephson's Garden, Royai 
Leamington Spa 
23rd July, 3pm 

The tale of Reynard 
the Fox follows the 
woodlands' most 
infamous scoundrel who 
prides himseif on being 
the trickster of the forest. 
Reynard the Fox is a 
new piece of engaging 
outdoor theatre for famiiy 
audiences of ali ages, 


using the tented 
theatre's unique 
aesthetic. It wifi 
feature storytelling, 
puppetry, originaf 
iive music and 
bespoke animat 
headpieces. 

JEFF DENTON 

Woodstock Sociat 
C/ub, 44 Oxford 
Street 0X20 lU 
23 Juiy, 8:3Qpm-^ 1:30pm 

A legendary comedy 
vocalist. Free entry - 
donations welcomed. 

Email nick<^woodstocksc. 
co.uk or call 01993 812094 



THE PET SHOW 2016 

Stonefeigh Park, 
Kenilworth CVS 2Ll 
23rd-24th July, IQam-Spm 

The UK's biggest 
pet show returns 
with a packed 
programme and 
hundreds of 
attractions making 
for a fantastic 
family day out. 
Learn how to care 
for pets with advice 
from industry 
experts and be awestruck 
by the amazing animal 
dispiays. From birds of 
prey and majestic horses 
to micro pigs. The Pet 
Show 2016 lets visitor's 
young and oid get up- 
close and personal with 
unique breeds from 
across the globe and 
promotes responsible pet 
ownership. Tickets: E5 - 
£12 

WWW. fhepetshow. co.uk 



4 ^ 




SUMMER PARTY 
WITH THOM 
KIRKPATRICK 

Star and 
Garter, Royal 
Leamington 
Spa, 29th July, 

10pm 

The infamous 
One-Man-Sand 
will be making 
a long overdue 
appearance at The Star g. 
Garter. 

OUTDOOR CINEMA 

Rising Lane, BaddesJey 
canton B93 ODQ 
29th - 30th July, 7pm 

Baddesley Ciinton will be 
screening The Lady in the 
Van on 29th July and Dirty 
Dancing on 30th July. 

Tickets are £12 for each 
screening, under fives go 
free and groups of four or 
more are £10.50 each. 


Booking is essential, Ca 
01332 290606 




101295 204000 
E conveyandrig@se-law.co.uk 

www.se-law.co.yk 
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Truly a care home 

with a difference ... 

A state of the ati 45-bed luxury care hovie, providing the highest quality 
residential and nursing care, ivith single, en-suite rooms enjoying extensive vieios 


“Everything was just as good as you said it would be, and more.” 


Godstvell Park is a staieof-the-art care 
residence ilie like of which is difficitli to 
find elseivhere. Pmi’iding liixurv' service and 
exceptional nursing care our 45 en-suite 
rooms and ten apartmeiiLs enjoy extensive 
view^ over oiir eight acres of grounds. 

If you are looking for a care residence 
for voiirself, a relative or a friend your 
choice should be based on the finer 
details. Situated in the picturesque village 
of Bloxham in North Oxfordshire our 
spacious, purpose-built environment 
with wheelchair access throughout the 
gardens boasts one of the best restaurants 
in the area. 

Created with you in mind, two founder 
directors work fiill-tiine at Gtxiswell Park 
and, together with the registered manager, 
work ceaselessly to promote our residents’ 
best interests. Godswell Park vras founded 
on die ethos that it should be a place where 
their own relatives would wish to stay. Our 
residents know tliat they can discuss anv 
aspect of their care or life at Godswell Park 
witli the directors or the registered manager 
at any lime, meaning decisions can be made 
on the spot without deLi)'. 


At Godswell Park we believe that our nursing 
and care staff should be endrely responsible 
for the physical and social care of our 
residents witliout having to clean rooms 
and launder clotlies. We have specialist 
hotel semces staff to take care of those 
details, erisuiing lliat notliing is overlooked. 
Godswell Park employs nearly 100 staff, 
ensuring that we have one of the highest 
staff to resident ratios in the country'. 

We believe strongly in the promotion of 
our residents' independence and mobility 
wherever possible. Our eight acre grounds 
include an extensive landscaped garden that 
is fiillv accessible to all residents, whether 
it be resting in the shade of a tree, painting 
watercolours in our summerhouse or just 
watching our flock of soav sheep. Our Sun 
Therapy Room is ideal for winter afternoons 
and our tliree day rooms are perfect for 
meeting frienrls or taking aftemcxjn tea. 

Out 40^at cinema show's a variety of films 
and dvds, chosen bv residents. 

i> 

Tliese are vour golden years - ifs time to 
eryoy them! Our food is localIv sourced 
wherever possible and cooked to order so 
that meals can be enjoved either in our gla.ss 


fronted dining room which opens on to the 
terrace or in tlie privacy of your own room. 
Adjacent is tlie light-filled conservatory'- 
ideal for a. glass of sherry' before lunch or 
to read tlie papers or partake in one of our 
formal afternoon teas. 

At Godswell Park everything has been 
created to accomiiKxiate one's individual 
needs, and this includes the furnishings. 
Each room is arranged to your specific 
requirements, including personal items of 
funiiture at your request, and benefits from 
tlie luxiin' of space and plenty of natural 
sunlighL Throughout the residence we have 
armchairs in a variety of heights and sizes, a 
library comer and numerous seating areas 
inside and out where you can eii[oy die 
company of family an<i friencb, 

Oioosing to lake up residence at Godswell 
Park is alK>ut improving your qualitv' of life 
and providing you witli the opportunity' to 
remain as independent as you wish. 

"^Gmiswdl k a care home that 
simply refii%es to fit the inould - 
truly^ a care home loith a difference.'^ 



GODSWELL PARK 


www.godswellpark.co.iik 


^GadsweU Park is a care hame that 
sUnply refuses to fit the mould — truly 
a care home with a difference .' 


Tel: 01295 724000 

Email: info^godswellpark. co.uk 



GODSWELL PARK, CHURCH STREET, BLOXHAM. OXFORDSHIRE 0X15 4ES 















































































VALUATION IN BROADWAY 

General Antiques and Works of Art 

Wednesday 27 July 
lOam to 2pm 

Our specialists will be offering free verbal valuations on 
items that you may be considering selling at auction. 
Valuations are free of charge and without obligation. 


A RENE LALIQUE 
VASE ^PERRUCHES 
Sold for C39,000 


ENQUIRIES AND 
APPOINTMENTS 

01S65 853640 
oxf ord@bonhams .com 


VENUE 

The Ashmoiean Museum Broadway 
Tudor House, High Street 
Broadway WR12 7DP 



Bonhams 


bon ham s.co m/oxford 

Prices s^Kiwn include buyer's premiurTi. Details can be found at bonhams.com 





ART AND INDUSTRY: THIS 
ENGLAND OF OURS 

Museum of Oxford, Sf. 
Afdates 0X1 ISX 
2nd July - 29th July, 
10am-4:30pm (right) 

Local artist Andrew 
N/lanson's exhibition 
giorifies the Didcot 
Raiiway Centre, its staff 
and voiunteers in an 
honest and colourful 
collection of work. There 
are large portraits of train 
operators, engineers 
and firemen which sit 
alongside vast paintings 
of the yard and the trains 
themseives. 

WWW. fheb^gorangem. 
com 



FRASER MUGGERiDGE: 
DEStGNiNG FOR 
GALLERIES 

Modern Art Oxford, 30 
Pembroke Street 0X1 IBP 
14th Juiy, 7:00pm-8:15pm 

Designer Fraser 
Muggeridge discusses 
working with art 
institutions and the 
approach to designing 
the "Love is Enough' and 
'Kaleidoscope' visuai 
identities for Modern Art 
Oxford. 


Ema// infoi^modernaft 
oxfofd.org.uk 

PLAY OF LIGHT 

Banbury Museum 

16th July - 3rd September 

Explore and experience 
intriguing light-art by 



Tine Bech, renowned for 
her innovative interactive 
projects that excite and 
inspire peopie of all ages 
around the world. Her 
work has been presented 
in leading museums, 
galleries and festivals 
including The V&A and 
The Science Museum 
in London. Tine creates 
playful inspiring art 
that invites you to 
participate, creating 
your own unique and 
memorable experiences. 
Bring yourcomerai 

£1.50 per person, under 
2's free (p/cfured below} 


CONCEALMlNT i 

The Art of the Comoufteur^ of 

Leamington Spa In World Warii 

Royal Leamington Spa Art Gattery at 

the Pump Rooms 

22nd July - 16th October 

This exhibition teils the story of the 
camouflage esfabiishmenf based 
in Royal Leamington Spo during 
World War 2 (1939-1945). The Civil 
Defence Camouflage Establishment 
was found at the start of the war 
with Nazi Germany to develop 
camouflage for strategicaily 
important installations like factories, 
power stations and airfields. Later in 
1941, the CDCE was expanded to 
include a naval camouflage section 
and renamed the Camouflage 
D/recforafe. The exhibition presents 
the work of the camouflage staff 
- often known as 'camoulleurs' - 
against the backdrop of life on the 
'Home Front*. 


TEN YEARS AT THE HELM 


Fosse Gallery, 
Stow-on~the-Wold 
Until 28th August 

To mark 1 0 years of the 
Fosse Gallery there will 
be a summer exhibition 
featuring works of the 
gallery artists, including 
Annabel Playfair, Jane 


WWW. wan/vlckdc. gov.uk/ 
foya tpu mproom 


McCance and Gwyn 
Roberts amongst many 
others. 

w w w.f o ss ego ^ tery. c o m 
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ART AND INDUSTRY: THIS 
ENGLAND OF OURS 

Museum of Oxford, St. 
Afdates 0X1 ISX 
2nd July - 29th July, 
10am-4:30pm (right) 

Local artist Andrew 
N/lanson's exhibition 
giorifies the Didcot 
Raiiway Centre, its staff 
and voiunteers in an 
honest and colourful 
collection of work. There 
are large portraits of train 
operators, engineers 
and firemen which sit 
alongside vast paintings 
of the yard and the trains 
themseives. 

WWW. thebigorangem. 
com 



FRASER MUGGERiDGE: 
DEStGNiNG FOR 
GALLERIES 

Modern Art Oxford, 30 
Pembroke Street 0X1 IBP 
14th Juiy, 7:00pm-8:15pm 

Designer Fraser 
Muggeridge discusses 
working with art 
institutions and the 
approach to designing 
the "Love is Enough' and 
'Kaleidoscope' visuai 
identities for Modern Art 
Oxford. 


Ema// infoi^modernaft 
oxfofd.org.uk 

PLAY OF LIGHT 

Banbury Museum 

16th July - 3rd September 

Explore and experience 
intriguing light-art by 
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Tine Bech, renowned for 
her innovative interactive 
projects that excite and 
inspire peopie of all ages 
around the world. Her 
work has been presented 
in leading museums, 
galleries and festivals 
including The V&A and 
The Science Museum 
in London. Tine creates 
playful inspiring art 
that invites you to 
participate, creating 
your own unique and 
memorable experiences. 
Bring yourcomerai 

£1.50 per person, under 
2's free (p/cfured below) 


CONCEALMlNT ^ Tcp: 
The Art of the Comoufleur^ of 
Leamington Spa in 
World War 11 


Royal Leamington Spa Art Gaiiery at 

the Pump Rooms 

22nd July - 16th October 

This exhibition teils the story of the 
camouflage establishment based 
in Royal Leamington Spa during 
World War 2 (1939-1945). The Civil 
Defence Camouflage Establishment 
was found at the start of the war 
with Nazi Germany to develop 
camouflage for strategicaliy 
important instailatlons like factories, 
power stations and airfields. Later, in 
1941, the CDCE was expanded to 
include a naval camouflage section 
and renamed the Camouflage 
D/recforate. The exhibition presents 
the work of the camouflage staff 
- often known as 'camoufleurs' - 
against the backdrop of life on the 
'Home FrQnt\ 


WWW. warwickdc. gov.uk/ 
foya ipu mproom 

McCance and Gwyn 
Roberts amongst many 
others. 

www.fossegaiiery.com 


JULY 2016 


St I IRES 




TEN YEARS AT THE HELM 


Fosse Gallery, 
Stow-on~the-Wold 
Until 28th August 

To mark 1 0 years of the 
Fosse Gallery there will 
be a summer exhibition 
featuring works of the 
gallery artists, including 
Annabel Playfair, Jane 

































A scarce Royal Doulton figure, Dawn. 

To be included in our October 18th Fine Art auction. 


www.hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 
49 Parsons Street, Banbury 0X16 5NB 


Telephone 01295 817777 
e nquiries@ hoUo way sau ctioneers .co. u k 




CEMENTING 
RELATIONS IN 
SOUTHAM 


Relations 
m iSontliaiii 


Vivia n House, 
Soufham 
Every Saturday 
and Tuesday, 
70am~T2pm, unf// 
September 


The exhfbition 
tells the story of 
lime and cement 
production and 
its impact on the town 
and surrounding villages, 
Production was based 
around a number of 
quarries and works all 
located within ^ 
a very short Ig 

distance of ^ 

Southam. 

Local geology 
provided a I 

rich source M 

of natural ^liS 

materia E n|| 

for lime ’ 

burning, and oR 
subsequently 
the production of cement 
and quarrying of this 
material continues to this 
day. (pictured top right) 


ROALD DAHL^S BUCKS 


Bucks County Museum, 
Aylesbury 
Open July 2nd until 
January 2017 

Discover RoaEd Dahl's 
connections to 
Buckinghamshire and 
its inspiration for many 
of his famous children's 
and adult stories. 
Buckinghamshire has 
hod a great influence on 
RoaEd Dahl as a writer. 
We can see the county's 
influences throughout his 
writing, both in his books 
for children and short 
stories for adults. 


fnum JuHf t* influnw 

(Jpfmtiiv JhMrJ^from Utrmiy. f etUty 


ANIMAL TALES 


Auctioneers & Valuers 


Northampton Museum 
and Art GaWery 
UntH 4th September 

The animal world has 
long been a source 
of fascination and 
inspiration. In this family 
friendly exhibition flmd 
out about animals of all 
shapes and sizes, how 
they live and the stones 
we teil about them. Enter 
a wild world of paintings, 
objects, legends, fairy 
tales, nursery rhymes and 
songs. 

www.northampton.gov.uk 


A LIFE IN PATTERN: THE 
LIFE AND WORKS OF 
SHEJLA BOWNAS 


/Itiyfurr C&irrtrt; n^iu^olottr. 

I Ai H^nmer price £4 y50n 


Rugby Art GaWery and 
Museum, Little Eiborow 
Street, Rugby CV21 3BZ 
fa bove right) 

This exhibition will 
explore Sheila's life, 
the development of 
her artistic and textile 
design practice and the 
relevance of her designs 
to the contemporary 
textile design field. 

The highlight and centre 
piece of the exhibition 
will be a to-sca!e living 
room set fuli of items such 
as wallpaper, cushions, 
upholstered furniture and 
light fittings featuring 
Sheila's designs. 

WWW. ragm. co.uk 


We are currently inviting entries for our 
Autumn auction of PicnireSj Silver & 
Jewellery. Entries close at the end of August 
Sarah Lewis or Simon Davies on 01295 272488 
sarahlewis^^nearrco.iik / simon^iavies^jsjineart.eo.ak 
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COTEFIELD AUCTION ROOMS • OXFORD ROAD 
BANBURY • OXFORDSHIRE • 0X15 4A(i 

'w'ww.jsnneart.co.iik • enquiries^’jsfinean.cOiuk 

012 S 5 2724 s 8 
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TOP TIPS FOR PAINTING OUTSIDE 



Barry Whitehouse 
of The Artery in Parsons Street 
wwwJhearteryonline.co.uk i 



1. Make sure you have all the equipment you 
need, but limit yourself to the least amount 
possible for carrying. Seven colours, one 
pencil, a pad, and a few brushes should give 
you a nice enough range to get the painting 
produced correctly. 

2. Consider the changing light. Monet said 
that it is impossible to paint for longer than 30 
minutes at any one time due to the change 
in light and shadows. I would advise that you 
work in one of two ways: (i) sketch everything 
first and then begin painting leaving the 
shadows until last, or (ii) draw an arrow 
indicating the direction of sunlight first so that 
even a while after youVe been painting you 
still know the original direction of the shadows. 
Never add the shadows as you progress in the 
painting as you'll find that after an hour they 
will all be changing direction and the painting 
will not look right! 

3. Pay attention to what you wear, if possible 
wear darker clothes or use a black apron. This 
method was used in full by Monet who wore 

a black smock when painting outside so that 
the colour ot his clothing did not reflect and 
change the appearance of the colours he 
was creating on the canvas. Darker clothing 
stops reflection so the colours you paint are the 
colours you see and want. 

4. Try not to get carried away by the whole 
landscape. A photograph captures one 
small area, but when you are outside you are 
faced with a 360 degree view which can be 
distracting and also makes angles look odd 

if you try to add a building on the far right in 
a painting where you're mainly looking left. 

Use natural markers to stop your eyes from 
wandering outside the scene. For example 
use a tree on your left to be the left hand 
edge of your paper, a fence post on the right 
to be the right hand edge of your paper, a 
rock to represent the bottom edge of your 
painting, and perhaps an overhanging branch 
to represent the top of your painting. This way 
your eyes can remain fixed on the subject at 
hand. Should you see an interesting building 
outside of this 'view', do not try to fit it in, but 
perhaps create a second painting that moves 
the view to incorporate that building. 

5. Paint what you see and not what you know. 
Whether you know the landscape you are 
painting well or not, it is advisable not to guess 
at where things are, nor is it recommended 

to paint something in detail if the eye can't 
make out what it is even if you know what it is. 
Doing so will alter the perspective and depth 
of a picture. For example a dork flick in the 
distance should be painted just as that. Even if 
you know it is a pylon, if you paint it as a pylon 
you are bringing it closer and therefore altering 
the depth of the picture. 






Summer Painting *En 
Piein Ah' - When did it 
start? 

As soon as the weather 
gets warmer, artists pick 
up their paints and take 
them outside to paint from 
nature. 

Was this always the case? 

Interestingly, the term 
'en p/e/n air" is a French 
phrase where many 'old 
fashioned' art terms are 
Italian. The fact that 
it is a French phrase 
could Indicate the term 
occurred much later In the 
evolution of art. 

Throughout history many 
artists painted In their 
studio surroundings. 

Natural objects were often 
brought inside...As seen in 
the painting large Piece 
of Turf" by Albrecht Durer 
in 1503 fabovej. 

This meant they could 
controi the lighting giving 
them longer to paint than 
in natural sunlight (as 
shadows change direction 
over a period of time). 

Imagine 

renaissance artists 
trying to carry 
all their essential 
materials away 
from the studio 
to paint outsidel 
Where would they 
put their wooden 
boards, their eggs, 
their powdered 


pigments, their 
mortar and pestle, 
their brushes, 
their linseed oil, 
their water, their 
charcoal, their stylus 
and alt their other 
additional materials? 

This is not to say that 
they wouldn't make 
on the spot sketches 
or studies which they 
would then use to 
make paintings from 
once they got back 
to their studio or 
workshop. 

The Increase In the 
number of painters who 
ventured outside in France 
in the mid-17th Century 
co-incided with the birth 
of art movements such 
as Impressionism, where 
artists wanted to capture 
natural light from life. They 
felt that being absorbed 
in the atmosphere would 
give more sensitivity to 
the subject. It is difficult to 
paint a cold snow scene 
whilst sitting inside! 

French artist Eugene 
Boudan used 'en piein 
air' painting a lot, and 
even encouraged a 
young Claude Monet to 
go with him and learn the 
art of painting outside. 

In the painting 'Beach at 
TrouviUe", (below), grains 
of sand got stuck to areas 
of the oil paint indicating 
it was painted on site, on 
rather a blustery day! 

Here in Britain at around 
the same time as the 
Impressionists were 
painting outside using 
their modern ANa Prima 










ART 


(all In one go) technique, 
the pre-Raphaelite 
brotherhood had formed 
and were painting 
outside but in a method 
closely related to the mid 
Renaissance! They wanted 
their art work to feel real, 
as if the viewer were 
standing in that scene 
and could feel the heat, 
or the cold. 


William Holman-Hunt 
travelled to the holy land 
just so he could 
sketches and see what me 
landscape looked like for 
The Scapegoat' (bottom 
fight) painted in 1854 for 
example. Interestingly, 
many artists before him 
would either make up 
and imagine what the 
landscape looked like, or 
use scenes from their own 
town and area as it was all 
they knew. So dedicated 
were they in capturing the 
true essence, The Light 
of the World' (right) was 
painted by moonlight in a 
small shack In a woodland 
so that Holman Hunt 
could observe how the 
moonlight landed ^ __ 
on the tree filled 
landscape. 


Much earlier in 
Britain, English 
landscape 
painter John 
Constable 
broke the rules 
by painting 
landscapes 


out in the open. During 
Constable's early career, 
landscape painting was 
not viewed as a genre in 
its own right, landscapes 
were merely there as 
backdrops. Constable 
decided to take this to 
a different level and 
followed in the footsteps 
of Claude Lorrain whom 
he admired. Because 
of this. Constable's 
work was never really 
accepted and delayed 
his acceptance into the 
Royal Academy. 



Why paint outside? 

Painting outside 
gives you access 
to far more colours 
and layers than a 
photograph ever 
can. Try to paint 
outside as much 
as possible, for as 
John Constable 
said ^imagination 
never can or wilt 
compare to the 
beauty of reality'. 



.JUKSHIKtvS 



25 




































ARTS Sd ANTIQUES 


? annual 

Aston Martin 
Works Sale 


B onhams returned to Newport 
Pagnell in Buckinghamshire 
recently for the annual Aston 
Martin Works Sale, where superb 
prices were achieved for classics 
from the 1960s. 


The DBS, James Bond's car of 
choice, proved popular at the 
day's sale, as both the 1965 DBS 
Vantage Sports Saloon and the 
1964 DBS Convertible each sold for 
£807,900. 

Tim Schofield, Bonhams UK Head of 

Motoring, said: ""We've achieved 
some excellent figures at the day's 
sale, with many models fetching far 
above estimate." 


Highlight of the sale was the highly 
sought-after 1963 Aston Martin DB4 
'Series 5' Vantage Convertible. Just 
70 DB4 convertibles were made, 
with each stylish model combining 
Aston Martin's traditional virtues 
of style and performance with the 
joys of open-air motoring. Leading 
the auction, this superb royal blue 
model sold to a bidder in the room 
for £1,009,500. 


Elsewhere, modern classic, the 
2000 Aston Martin Vantage V600 
Coupe, sold for £449,500, the 1968 
Aston Martin DB6 Volante, sold 
for £617,500, and the ex-Works 
demonstrator 1953 Aston Martin 
DB2/4 Mark I Drophead Coupe sold 
for £326,300. 
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES 


The Stratford'Upon-Avon 
Home & Garden Show fs a 
day out, packed 
wiin lots to see, do and 
buy! The show is held in 
the centre of Stratford, at 
The Recreation Ground, 
on the banks of the 


Home and Garden Show 

in Stratford-upon-Avon psth-ijthjuiy) 


beautiful River Avon 
with the backdrop of 
the world-famous Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre. 

The show is unique as 
every one of the 200 
exhibitors is genuinely 
handpicked for quality 
of product, relevance to 
the home & garden, and 
to ensure a wide variety 
of exhibitors as possible. 
It's a feast for the senses 
and showcases an 
eclectic mix of beautiful 
artisan designs and crafts, 
inspirational ideas for 
your home and garden, 
creative and unusual 
homewares, fabulous 
foods, beautiful plants, 
impressive garden 
buildings, exciting 
gardening accessories, 
sumptuous food and 
great entertainment! 

The show is sponsored 
by the Rosconn Group 
and features include; a 
massive Home and Craft 
Marquee with over 80 
stands; a Food Court 
with a Cookery Theatre 
staging delicious daily 
culinary demos by a team 
of top chefs; a Local Craft 
Marquee showcasing 
new craftspeople; 

Vintage Tearooms serving 


quintessential English 
cream teas with beautiful 
vintage china; a Rural 
Crafts Marquee with live 
demonstrations: over 80 
garden and outdoor living 
stands with everything 
for the green-fingered 
visitor, and the main 
Demonstration Theatre 
with a full programme of 
Inspirational gardening 
and craft shows. This 
year, in celebration of the 
400th year of the legacy 
of Shakespeare, the show 
will also host a fabulous 
Shakespearean 'Globe 
Theatre' Charity Show 
Garden, complete with 
working, performance 
stage. Throughout each 
day there will be a variety 
of musical & theatrical 
acts performing. 

This year the show Is 
supporting the wonderful 
premature & sick baby 
chanty. Bliss, and there 
will be a fantastic Charity 
VIP Preview Night on 14th 
July, from 6pm to 9pm, 
with live music and all 
exhibitors' stands open for 
business. 

Ticket prices are £5 in 
advance or £7 adults, 

£6 (over 60s) on the 


gate. Accompanied 
children under 16yrs are 
free. Chanty VIP Preview 
Night tickets are £20 
and include an English 
cream tea and glass of 
Prosecco. 


Full show details 
and tickets at: www. 
stratfordhomeandgarden 
show.co.uk or call the 
Show Office on 01789 
549199 for information or 
0333 666 3366 for tickets. 



ROSCONN 


The Recreation Ground 

Swans Nest Lane 


HOIVIE& 

Garden Sho 


Tickets from: 
Ticket Line: 


(ontine) 




General Enquiries: 


JULY 2016 
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES 


Family Fun... 


free summer activities 



What should be a wonderful time for families up and down the four 
Shffes can often turn into a stressful and often rather expensive affair. 
With the start of the school summer holidays just around the corner, 
parents will probably be starting to think about how to keep their 
children entertained throughout all the cries of i'm bored' and 'can 
we do this, can we do that's'. Here we have a collection of ideas that 
cost little or nothing to enjoy. 



OXFORDSHIRE 

FOXHOLES MATURE 
RESERVE 

Bruern 0X7 6QE (above) 

Foxholes is a tranquil 
woodland sloping down 
to the River Evenlode 
with year-round colour 
and wildlife Interest but 
particularly noted for its 
springtime bluebells. 

Managed by Berks, Bucks 
& Oxon Wildlife Trust, this 
165 acre reserve has a 
F75 mile Wildlife Walk 
clearly marked with 
badger waymarkers. 

CHIMNEY MEADOWS 
MATURE RESERVE 

Bampfon OX IS 2fH 
(beiow) 

Berks, Bucks & Oxon 
Wildlife Trust's largest 


nature reserve, covering 
250 hectares of the Upper 
Thames floodplain. The 
reserve is of national 
importance for its species- 
rich wetland meadows 
that support large 
numbers of now scarce 
ground-nesting birds, 
and provides a haven for 
curlew, snipe and reed 
bunting. 

BISHOP'S PALACE 

The Mount House, Church 
Green, Wifney 0X28 4AZ 

The remains of the 
■Bishop's Palace' are 
situated In the grounds of 
Mount House, just east of 
St Mary's Church in Witney, 
in reality the 'palace' was 
a manor house, one of the 
earliest and largest of its 
type, the working centre 
of the estates owned by 


the Bishops of Winchester. 
Archaeological 
excavations have 
revealed a series of 
stone buildings arranged 
around a courtyard 
and surrounded by a 
wall and moat. Part of 
the original building 
has been unearthed 
and Is on display under 
a permanent awning 
with some interpretation 
boards to help give an 
understanding of the 
original buildings size and 
scope. 



KILKENNY LAME COUNTRY 
PARK 

Carterton 0X18 1EY 
(above) 

Set within 50 acres 
Kilkenny Lane Country 
Park is an Ideal location 
for playing, walking, 
jogging, horse-riding or 
simply relaxing with a 
picnic. There are 2.5km 


of footpaths (suitable for 
wheelchair and pushchair 
access) and bridleways 
as well as an adventure 
play area. 

MIMSTER LOVELL HALL 
AND DOVECOTE 

Mirrster Love// 0X29 ORR 
(above) 

Ruins of a large 15th 
century manor set around 
a courtyard. Situated 
in attractive settings on 
the banks of the River 
Windrush. A skeleton 
found in 18th century 
is said to be that of 
Lord Lovell. An English 
Heritage site, external 
viewing hectares at any 
reasonable time. 

ROLLRIGHT STONES 

L/tffe Ro«ng/it 0X7 5Q8 
(below) 

The Rollright Stones are 
a group of prehistoric 
megallthic monuments 
built from large natural 
boulders found within 
about 500m of the site. 
The stones are naturally 
pitted, giving them 
extraordinary shapes. 

THE OXFORDSHIRE 
MUSEUM 

Fletcher's House, 
Woodstock 0X20 1SN 

A large 18th century 
house in the historic town 
of Woodstock provides 
a home for the county's 
collections, touring 
exhibitions, a stunning 



























SUMMER ACTIVITIES 


the creation, 
interpretation 
and preservation 
of the arts. 

Leamington 
Spa Art Gallery 
and Museum, 
maintained by the 
Warwick District Council, 
and with Free admission, 
is located in the Royal 
Pump Rooms, on the 
north side of the bridge 
at the bottom end of The 
Parade adjacent to a 
green space. This grand 
structure attracted many 
visitors in times gone by. 
They expected healthy 
benefits by bathing in 
pools of salty spa water. 

OXHILL (REDWINGS) 

HORSE SANCTUARY 

Wanv/cksh/re CV35 ORP 

This lovely visitor centre 
has been granted VAQAS 
status (Quality Assured 
Visitor Attraction) and is 
home to adopted horses. 
Among the residents 
there is a very cute group 
of miniature Shetlands 
and a delightful herd of 
donkeys who would « 
just love to "" 

make your 
acquaintance! 


There are regular guided 
tours of the centre and 
demonstrations of horse 
care given by the equine 
centre staff as well as the 
chance to cuddle the 
residents, of course! 

Open every day 
throughoout the summer, 
10am to 5pm. 

THE NATIONAL HERB 
CENTRE 

Warm/ngfon OXT7 IDF 

The NaUonai Herb 
Centre is more than just 
a commercial garden 
centre, it provides 
something for everyone 
for a great free day out. 
Located on the B4100 
Just outside Warmington 
Village, 5 miles north of 
Banbury and 11 miles 
south of Warwick. 

Nature Traii & Gardens: 
Entry to the nature trail 
and display gardens is 
free. Explore the great 
outdoors and enjoy 
breathtaking views over 
three counties. There 
is also a natural play 
area which includes 
a labyrinth for 
children to explore 
and enjoy and 
a purpose built 
piayframe. ^ 


permanently installed 
within the beautiful 
surroundings of St Peter's 
Church in the village of 
Radway. 

The exhibition is a modern 
and informative display 
of one of England's most 
historic battlefields. 
Information boards, 
artefacts, specially 
commissioned films 
and interactive displays 
explain the events of the 
momentous battle and 
relate the impact it had 
upon the ordinary people 
of Radway and the 
surrounding area. 

www.BattteOfEdgehill 

ExhibitionRadway.org.uk 

LEAMINGTON SPA ART 
GALLERY, MUSEUM AND 
TOURIST INFORMATION 
CENTRE 

Royal Pump Rooms, The 
Parade, Royai Leamington 
Spa CV32 4AB (below) 

Leamington Spa Art 
Gallery & Museum 
provides opportunities for 
everyone to benefit from, 
enjoy and participate in 


garden, museum shop 
and cafe complement the 
permanent displays. 

WYCHWOOD WILD 
GARDEN 

Ship ton under Wyeh wood, 
0X7 6DG (above) 

Wychwood Wiid Garden 
covers 12.5 acres of 
avenues, woods and 
ponds, much of which 
was laid out In the 186Ds. 

It provides a haven for 
wildlife including many 
breeds of ducks and 
birds. It is owned and 
managed by the local 
community and offers 
a place of peace and 
tranquillity for local 
residents, guests and 
visitors to the area. 

WARWICKSHIRE 


THE BATTLE OF EDGEHILL 
RADWAY EXHIBITION 

Sainf Peters Church, Tysoe 
Road, Radway CV35 OBS 

A free and interactive 
visitor exhibition 
adjacent to the Battle of 
Edgehill battlefield and 


































SUMMER ACTIVITIES 


Family Fun... 

free summer activities 



NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

SALCEY FOREST 

Hart we// NN7 2HX (above) 

Salcey Forest lies 
between Milton Keynes 
and Northampton - This 
ancient woodland, 
the remains of a Royal 
hunting forest* is now a 
great place for a free 
forest day out. 

Height of fun is the tree 
top way* a canopy 
walkway rising to a height 
of 20 metres, which kids 
adore. The tree top way 
rises to 15 metres above 
the woodland floor* with 
a crow's nest piatform 
at 20 metres reached by 
steps. The structure offers 
stunning views across 
Salcey Forest and the 
adjoining woodiands of 
Yardley Chase. Car Park 
charge of £3 

EVERDON STUBBS 

M/ood/and Trust Wood, 
Fverdon, Davenfry 
(below) 

Ancient woodland with 
a mix of common and 


We would love fo 
see your pfcfures 
and hear your 
thoughts on these 
fantastic places. 
Please email cathy 
purshires.co.uk. 


TOWCESTER MUSEUM 

Wh/te Horse Yard, Walling 
St* Towcester W/V12 6BU 

A family friendly museum 
with lots of things for 
the children to do...Join 
Dorum, the friendly rat 
guide, who will tell you 
all the grisly facts about 
Towcester's history. 

There are interactive 
games and e-learning* 
dressing up areas to try 
on historic costumes, plus 
worksheets, puzzles and 
quizzes? 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

BLACK PARK COUNTRY 
PARK 

Wexham SL3 6DS (above) 

Biack Park consists of 
535 acres of attractive 


sessile oak, lowland 
birch, sweet chestnut 
and sycamore. Bluebells 
and rare wild daffodils 
provide coiour in spring. 
It is beileved part of a 
prehistoric burial site 
remains on the site's 
northern boundary. 


SYWELL AVIATiON 
MUSEUM 


Hall Farm, Sywe/f NN6 OBJ 


Syweil Aviation Museum 
(SAM) is a voiunlary, 
non-profit-making 
organisation which aims 
to preserve the history of 
Syweil Aerodrome and 
Northamptonshire's rich 
aviation heritage from the 
early days of aviation to 
World War II and 
beyond. The 
museum is free - 
donations are 
welcomed. 


woodland, heath and 
open spaces with over 
10 miles of footpaths, 
tree-lined avenues and a 
14-acre centrepiece lake. 
You can enjoy walks of 
varying lengths, cycling, 
horse-riding, running, 
or just visit the large 
woodland adventure 
play area. There are 
picnic areas, a cafe, 
visitor centre, orienteering 
course and also Go 
Ape! courses (admission 
charges apply for Go 
Ape). 


BOURTON PARK 


Buckingham MK18 JAB 


Large informal park with 
a river running through it. 
There are picnic and play 
areas, a teenage area 
with a rebound wall and a 
basketball court. You may 
even spot an otter! 
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Speen farm, Sfad Lane, 
near Lacey Green, Princes 
Pisboroug/i HF27 OPP 

A great outing For the kids. 
Visit the retired horses, 
ponies and donkeys in 
this long-established and 
caring home. 

www.horsetrust.org.uk 


Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) and 
part of the Cotswoid 
Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, it's the 
highest point along 
the Cotswoid Way and 
popular with walkers, 
naturalists, geologists, 
archaeologists, mountain 
boarders, kite fliers, riders 
and goifers. Hunt 
for fossiis in Roiling 
Bank Quarry, enjoy 
wonderful views in 
ali directions from 
the topograph and 
find the remains 
of the Iron Age hill 
fort. 


www.cleeve 

common.org.uk 



C/rencester GL7 6DF 
(below) 

A great day out with 
the kids, the Cotswoid 
Water Park has iots for 
families to do and much 
can be enjoyed for 
free. The park covers 40 
square miies with 140 
lakes, nature reserves, 
trails, cycieways, 
pubilc art, picnic sites, 
country parks, play 
areas, activities and 
lots of opportunities for 
watersports. 

www.w aterpark. org 


Tewkesbury GL20 5PX 

Learn about Tewkesbury's 
past as you study the 
model of the 1471 Baltie 
of Tewkesbury and see 
a variety of interesting 
artefacts at this family- 
friendly museum. Look 
out for special events and 
activities for families. 

w w w. te w kesbury m u s e u m. 
org 

These are Just a few of the 
fantastic places around 
the area which cost little 
or nothing to visit. Just 
pack up a picnic and 
bundle the children in 
the car and see what this 
great area has to offer, it 
is best to check with the 
places before travelling 
in case of changes to 
the attraction, including 
opening times and any 
additional charges, 


offB4632 to Winchcombe, 
Cheltenham GL52 3PW 


Pack a picnic and 
take the family to blow 
away the cobwebs on 
Gloucestershire's largest 
common, 
covering an 
area of over 
1,000 acres. 




WIW TICKETS 
TO KIRSTIE 
ALLSOPP'S 
HANDMADE 
FAIR 


Kirstie 

Allsopp's 'The 
Handmade 
Fair' takes 
place from 
the 16th - 18th 
September 
at The Green 
at Hampton 
Court Palace, 
and brings 
together 
Britain's best 
handmade 
products, craft supplies and artisan foods. 


Visitors wifi also have the chance to spot Kirstie 
making things, shopping and hosting. 


Star of the Sewing Bee, Patrick Grant, will be 
attending along with the queen of upcycling, 
Annie Sloan, the Royal baker, Fiona Cairns and 
beauty businesswoman, Liz Earle. Ali will be on 
stage In the 'Super Theatre' with Kirstie, sharing 
their top tips on everything from sewing and 
home decor to baking and much more. 


The fair Is the perfect day out 
for friends or family, mixing 
shopping, eating and making, 
ail in one place. Every ticket 
can be personalised to 
include the sessions you 
want to try most. 


There are several tickets 
options available, 
starting from £15 www. 
thehandmadefatr.com. 


Four Shires magazine 
have 10 pairs of tickets 
to Kirstie Alisopp's 'The 
Handmade Fair' to 
giveaway. For your 
chance to win a pair 
ail you need to do is 
answer the foil owing 
question; 


Who is known as the 
Queen of Upcycling? 


Emaii your answers 
a tong with your 
name and address 
to cathy@fourshires. 
co.uk. 


The competition 
closes on Jufy 
19th. 











Family Fitness at Spiceball Leisure Centre 

Children come FREE with 
Family Membership at Spiceball 



Join us as a full family member during the 
month of July and you will receive August 
FREE of charge. 

Adults (& teenagers 16-18 yrs old) get full 
membership of Expressions gym with over 85 
classes per week, swimming, sauna, steam & 
spa, children get a whole range of free 
activities as well as 50% discount off our 
holiday Camp Adventure holiday clubs. 

To find out more call a Customer Advisor 

©(01295)817348 

to start you and your family on the road 
to fitness. 


Get the 
whole family fit 
for just £2.4^ 
per day! 


Cherujeil 

DISTRICT COUHCtL 
NOATH 


4 


Working in partnership with your Local Authority 


leisurecentre .com 






























SUMMER ACTIVITIES 


A Spiceball 


Spiceball Leisure Centre prides 
itself on being a centre for the 
family. There is plenty to keep your 
children occupied throughout 
the summer holidays. 'Camp 
Adventure' holiday clubs run 
Monday to Friday from 8.30am- 
6.00pm for age group 5-7 and 
8-13. They are fantastic fun for 
children and parents can be safe 
in the knowledge that the staff are 
DBS checked, are first aid trained 
and all have had experience 


Summer 


the emergency services 
and dog training centres 
to name but two. There 
will be trips to the local 
pork and fields and of 
course there will be 
sporting activities such as 
swimming, short tennis, 
rounders, football and 
much, much more. There 
Is a choice of sessions 
Including full day and lunch, snacks 
and drinks will be provided. 


holidays and badminton and table 
tennis can be booked daily too. 


working with children. There is a 
great choice of activities to enjoy 
from arts and crafts including art 
attack, sewing and woodwork 
to dance and keep fit classes. 
There will be guest visitors from 



Spiceball will also be offering 
Intensive swimming lessons for 
beginners and basic swimmers. 

For children aged 4+, the daily 
lessons {booked in weekly blocks) 
build confidence and technique, 
encouraging children to enjoy the 
water based on the skills they have 
learned. 

For older children Street Dance 
classes run every Friday afternoon 
and Junior Gym is open six days a 
week. 

The 25 metre main pool and trainer 
pool are open every day in the 


So keep the whole family happy 
and busy this holiday and visit 
Spiceball Leisure Centre. 


Bookings are now being taken - 
simply contact Spiceball Leisure 
Centre reception on 01295 257522. 






Banbury and 


District show 


Rain failed to dampen the spirits 
of the thousands of people who 
enjoyed an action-packed 
Banbury and District Show last 
month. 


In the arena, the Xfreme Sfunf 
Team, the Coventry Drum Corps 
and the Banbury Cross Flyball 
Club entertained spectators - 
while on stage in the second 
field groups of young dancers 
and the Brackley Brass Band 
attracted plenty of attention. 


A funfair, charity stalls, food and 
drink sellers and other sideshows 
did good business and a giant TV 
screen relayed The Queen's 90th 
birthday celebrations live from 
London. 

Mayor Gordon Ross said: "Everyone 
knows there is pienty to do and see 
at the Banbury and District Show 
and they come out even when the 
weather is bad/" 


pictured: 
the Coventry 
Corps of 
Drums; having fun on the 
Go Karts; Ciatre Hosier 
buys a tomboia ticket from 
Banbury iWefhodfst Scouts 
left to right Oliver Smith, 
Baifey Pooie, Max Rose and 
Rufus Corney; the Xteme 
Stunt Team 
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Ships of the 

Desert 


B ack in the 12th century, 

when Richard the Uonheart 
returned to Britain a grand 
party was thrown to make his 
return seem more joyous than it 
reaiCy was [a large ransom had 
been paid for his ignoble return). 
One of those charged with 
making the party a success was a 
certain Roger de Fossett. He was 
instrumental in organising a iarge 
circus for King Richard - an event 
that included animals such as 
lions, tigers, elephants and camels. 
Move forward nine centuries and 
the Fossetts are stiif organising 
such events, aithough nowadays 
perhaps on a siightiy smaller sea lei- 

Jo Fossett is a direct descendent 
of the aforementioned Roger and 
it is he and his wife Rebecca who 
run Joseph's Amazing Camels 
based near Shipston on Stour in 
Warwickshire. From their leafy 


countryside home guests 
are invited to take part 
in organised carnet treks, 
riding either one humped 
(dromedary) or two 
humped (bactrlan) animals. 

Jo and Rebecca have run 
Joseph's Amazing Came/s 

since 2000. Previous to this they had 
both worked in different iocations 
with other animals. 

Rebecca commented: "Jo had 

been brought up as part of a tented 
caravan fam//y and Ns dream was 
to have become a wild animal 
trainer, t first met him in Great 
Yarmouth where he was working 
with lions. We moved to working 
with cameis and set up Joseph's 
Amazing Cameis 16 years ago. 

^As we/i as running our trekking 
business our cameis are never 
very far from the spofiighf having 
appeared with ceiebrities and 
tn fi/m and advertising. The 
T-Harmony' dating website 
camei features Ruby and the 
'Easy Jet' iaunch sa w our cameis 
involved. Jeremy Ciarkson and 
Richard Hammond have been on 
board as weii as the children of 
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Conservaf/ves David Cameron and 
Mtchae! Gove." 


Jo and Rebecca's camels also take 
part in racing and are often used 
to set a 'theme' for a wedding or a 
sociaf event. 


All the tack for the il|i^ 

camels is hand made by ||ym 

Jo and the wonderfully HfflHr 

colourful Bedouin' rugs MHp 
by Rebecca. 

She commented: ''We //fee i 

fo irtvo/ve our customers. i 

As wet/ as taking part in 
the trefc, they wiU have 
fhe chance fo groom f/ie 
came/s and to ‘get fo know ffiem'. 
/ feeJ many peop/e nowadays 
m/ss ouf on fhe ffierapeufic effects 


ICf^ELS 


jesEftfi 

£^EL5 




To get up close and personal with 
Joseph and Rebecca's camels 
a trip out to White House Farm to 
enjoy their company is definitely 
recommended. 


Rebecca said: "‘You must wear 
comfy c/olh/ng and sens/b/e shoes, 
f/ie on/y fh/ng we do stipuiate is 
fhaf under sevens are foo young 
fo ride, and up fo 73 you should be 
accompan/ed by an adu/f. We had 
a lady here recently who was 94 
years oldl Physicaliy, the oniy thing 
you have fo be abfe fo do Is f/ff 
your leg Info fhe saddle". 


offered by animals. Our camefs are 
highly domesficafed and fhey love 
a b/f of affenflon." 


Following the three hour trek, guests 
are welcomed back to White 
House Farm for strawberries 
and a glass of Prosecco. 

■l __ www.jacame33.co.uk ♦ 
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A GRAND DAY OUT AT SULGRAVE MANOR 


23rd July to 4th September 

Open every day except Fridays, 10-5. Last entry 4pm 

Informative and entertaining tours of the house take 
ptace at 10.30am, 12noon, 2pm and 3.30pm (please 
note that the house is only shown by guided tour.) 

Children's tours are at 10.30am and 2pm and last 
for 45 minutes, whilst house tours are at 12noon and 
3.30pm, tasting for 114 hours. 

There Is a chance to dress up^ write with a quill and 
ink, play Nim, catch quoits and try your hand at brass 
rubbing. Coupled with this you can scamper around 
the garden and spot the strange creatures. 

Wednesdays are Special! 

Meet one of Mr Washington's servants and discover 
how the 11 children lived and played during the time 
of the tricky Tudors. 

Also on selected Wednesdays: spinning with Kitty, 
music and dance with Annie and Ursula, make willow 
wands with Deb (extra charge), sword drill with Bess, 
bark rubbing activities with Amy, tussle mussies with 
Meg. You can also pre order a Tudor style picnic! 
(there is an extra charge for the picnic) 

Adult £7.90, seniors E7.40, children (5-16 yrs) £3.60, 
family (2 adults and 2+ children) £21 

For full Information vis/t the website at: 

WWW. suigra vemanor. org.uk 



Harvest Fayre 

at Sulgrave Manor 

Sunday 25th September, Wam-4pm 


, -V "ip 


Adults £6.50, Children £4, 
Family £18 {2 adults and 
up to 3 children) 


Explore Sulgrave Manor house 
and its beautiful grounds. 
Listen to talks and demos and 
enjoy our wide selection of stalls. 
Take part in activities and games 
and enjoy a local beer and listen 
to the music. 


Sulgrave Manor, Manor Rd, Sulgrave, Nr Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X17 25D 
T: 01295 760205, Charity No. 1003339 
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Entertainment! 


Summer time is a special part of the year, 
where many festivals, carnivals, village fetes 
and shows take place all across the four 
Shires. Listed here are just a small handful of 
great local events taking place over the next 
few months. 



COWLEY ROAD 
CARNIVAL 

10th July, noon onwards 

The traffic will stop and 
Cowley Road, Oxford will 
resound to the rhythms 
and vibrant colour of the 
carnival. With hundreds 
of dancers and musicians 
performing up and down 
the street as well as on 
stages there is something 
for everyone In the family. 

The procession is at the 
heart of the festivities 
and this year is themed 
A/1 fhe World's a Stage. 
There will be nearly 800 
participants! 

The church grounds 
will host the discovery 
area where you will 
find demonstrations 
and activities from 
Science Oxford, hands- 
on colfectfons from 
the Oxford University 
Museums/ Pitt Rivers and 
you can also climb the 
church tower for a bird's 
eye view of carnival. 

For younger children and 
a more relaxed vibe you 
can go to the Dingley 
Dell Family Garden Party 
picnic area at the end of 
Manzit Way. 


For teenagers 
and adults, 
there are 
fairground 
rides at the 
Bullingdon Car 
Park where 
there will also 
be a stage 
hosted by the 
Bullingdon Bar 
featuring bands and DJs. 

£1. Vsit WWW. 

CO wteyroa dcam/va J. co.uk 

CORNBURY MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 

Great Jew Park 
8th - lOfh July (right) 

The Cornbury Music 
Festival is one-of-a-kind: 
a lovingly crafted, very 
English open air party for 
the whole family. 

At The Cornbury Music 

Festival there is something 
for everyone - an eclectic 
mix of music across 
four stages, a magical 
children's area with a 
complete programme 
of workshops, gourmet 
festival caterers with a 
huge choice of culinary 
delights, great coffee and 
emerging talent. 

This festival] represents 
classic summer 
entertainment for a 
friendly crowd from all 
walks of life: a country 
fair with a rock 'n' roll 
twist- a farmers' market 
with a dancefloor: a 
local carnival with a 
classic contemporary 
soundtrack. 

WWW. cornburyfestivai. 
com 























NAPTON FESTIVAL 
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GAME FAIR 


RagJey Half (above) 


29th - 31st July 


The Game Fair has been 
hailed as the 'world'^s 
biggest country sports 
and outdoor pursuits 
events. Go for the day 
or the whole weekend 
and enjoy a memorable 
experience for all the 
family with over 900 
exhibits including 
falconry, country crafts, 
guns, fishing, country 
fashion, food and drink. 

uvw w. t h ega m ef a ir. Of g 

WJLDERNESS FESTIVAL 

Cornbury Park, 
Oxfordshire fright) 

4ih - 7th August 

If Wilderness had a 
saying, it would probably 
be 'meet the worlds 
a world of creativity 
and culture, of festival 




ond fioro, of ideos and 
identity. Wilderness aims 
to slip off your shoes, 
settle you down and then 
showcase the best of who 
we are, where we belong 
and what we create. As 
our unofficial saying goes, 
come to the wilderness to 
meet the world. 

This festival strikes 
a balance between 
relaxation and revelry, 
artistic refinement and 
simple pleasures. This 

WSSM more acres 

h3ve been 

b { opened up 

^ I ‘ ^ to camp on, 

.. , more artists 


have been invited to the 


stages than ever before 


and intend, to quietly 


blow you away. 

w ww. w i idem e ssfesti va I . 
com 

FAIRPORT^S CROPREDY 
CONVENTION 

Cropredy 
Ttfh- 73fh August 

Often penned as the 
friendliest of all summer 
music festivals, Fairport's 
Cropredy Convention will 
once again return to Its 
grass roots in Oxfordshire. 
This year's line-up 
includes. Madness, 
Hayseed Dixie, The 
Bootieg Beaties, Raiph 
McTali and of course 
Fairport themselves, 
amongst many other 
fabulous acts. 

w ww .f a i r port c on ve nt i on . 
com 

BULLDOG BASH 

Long Marsfon Arr Field, 
Stratford Upon Avon 
11th - 14th August (top 
right) 

The old faithful and 
traditional Bulldog 


entertainments will 
of course be back; 
the astonishing 
Wall of Death, the 
fairground attractions 
a great selection of 
hand-picked food 
vendors, providing 
decent snacks for 
ail tastes and all 


pockets 


slaMs a-plenty, providing 


significant other has 
Just decided they can't 
live without for another 
second, and everything 
that you lost on the way 
down. And of course 
there'll be the bike show, 
showcasing the best bikes 
the country has to offer. 

www.bu1ldogbash.co.uk 

BANBURY FOOD FAIR 

Banbury Market Place 
21sf August 10.30am - 
4.30pTY} 

The Banbury Food Fair 
celebrates the wide 
range of high quality food 
and drink produced in 
the town and surrounding 
area. It explores the art 
of food and drink-making, 
and provides a wonderful 
opportunity for peopie to 
experience the friendly 
and sociabie atmosphere 
that accompanies great 
eating and drinking, 
arrangements, 

www.banbury.gov.uk 

h 
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Napton village hali grounds, 8th - 9th July 

Celebrating Its 10th year in 2016 this annual festival has 
become a stand out event in the local area. This year bands 
include fantastic tribute bands Total Stone Roses and Take That 
Live amongst many other fabulous acts performing over the 
two day festival, www.oaptonfestival.co.uk 
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LITHERY 


We afi know f/iaf most children 
iove everything creepy, crawly, 
slithery and slimy and we are iucky 
enough, in the Four Shires fo have 
some great places in which you 
can get up close and personal to 
all manner of critter that, you as fhe 
parent may not be enthralled by, 
but no doubf your little ones wilt be 
in awe of. 

GET THE BUG 

Buglopia at Green Trunks Garden 
Centre, Kettering, Northamptonshire 
is the place if you want to get up 
close and personal to some truly 
fascinating insects. Running at 
varying time slots throughout the 
day, you are assured the chance 
to meet the weird and wonderful of 
the bug world. Bugtopia offers face 
to face and hands on interaction 
with ail creatures. 

www.greentrunks.co.uk/bugtopia 

NEVER SMILE AT A CROCODILE 

Crocodiles of the World at Brize 
Norton is the only crocodile zoo 
in the United Kingdom and it 
is right on our doorstep. It is a 
fabulous place to get up close 
to a wide variety of Crocodiles; 
from Caiman's and West African 
dwarfs to Siamese and Saltwater 
crocodiles. Accompanying the 
crocodiles, but certainly not in 
the same enclosures are further 
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reptiles, birds, meerkats, otters and 
even tamarins. A great family day 
out that offers something a little bit 
different. 

www.crocodilesoftheworld.co.uk 

ALL OF A FLUTTER 

A visit to Stratford Upon Avon's 
Butterfly farm is guaranteed to 
leave you all a flutter. Come rain 
or shine you can enjoy the unique 
pleasure of discovering hundreds 
of the world's most spectacular 
and beautiful butterflies flying in 
an exotic environment of tropical 
blossom with splashing waterfalls 
and fish-fliled pools complimenting 
this tropical experience. 

www.butterflyfarm.co.uk 

EXPERIENCE THE RAIN FOREST 

Explore the rainforest without 
leaving the UK. The Living 
Rainforest, near Newbury is home 
to 700 species of plants and 
animals. You can watch birds; 
butterflies and lizards roam free in 
the attractions tropical glasshouses. 




along with Monkeys and even a 
sloth to complete the rain forest 
experience. 


www.livingrainforest.org 



PLANTASTIC 

Plantasia and Maze world 
at Dobbies Garden World in 
Atherstone, Warwickshire offers 
mazes, animals and a whole lot of 
fun! Plantasia isn't just one activity 
or attraction. The real beauty is 
the choice on offer - making it the 
ideal place for a day-long visit. 
What will you discover? From plants 
and mazes to animal encounters 
there really is something for 
everyone. 

www.visitplantasia.co.uk 
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COTSWOLD WILDLIFE PARK 
AND GARDENS 

Spend a day exploring the 
Cotswold Wildlife Park and 
Gardens. See penguins being 
fed, come face to face with 
lemurs in the Madagascan 
Walkthrough and see the rhinos 
graze on the lawn. 



Top Things to Do 


in and around Oxford 








OXFORD CASTLE UNLOCKED 

Whether you're a history 
buff or you just want to do 
something a bit different, take 
a guided tour of Oxford Castle 
Unlocked (above), where 
your costumed guide will 
reveal the fascinating stories 
entrenched in the building's 
1000 year history. 

CHINNOR AND PRINCES 
RISBOROUGH RAILWAY 

The last day of regular 
British Rail passenger train 
operations was on 1st July 
1957. Originally known 
as the Watlington and 
Princes Risborough Railway 
Company, the railway 
was largely promoted by 
local land owners following 
the failure of the planned 
extension of the Wallingford 
branch through to Watlington. 
Construction of the branch 
was authorised by an Act 
of Parliament dated 26 July, 
1869. Visit today for a trip 
back to the days of steam. 









OXFORD WALK NG TOURS 


Enjoy a few hours exploring 


the hrstory and heritage of the 


city of dreaming spires with 
Oxford OfTiclal Walking Tours 
Learn about the prestigious 
University of Oxford and the 
town's old traditions with 
the University and City tour, 
or hire a private guide and 
explore one of your interests, 
perhaps Inspector Morse or 


Alice in Wonderland? 


BREWERY TOURS 


Visit the Hook Norton Brewery 


or Wychwood Brewery and 


be guided through the 


brewing process, from raw 


ingredients all the way to the 


finished product. And the 


best bit? At the end you can 


sample their flagship beers. 


GOLF AT BICESTER GOLF & 


SPA HOTEL 


Set in 134 acres of land, the 
Bicester Golf Club {below left) 


IS a beautiful place to take in 


a round of golf. The 18 hole 


course boasts 11 lakes and 


undulating greens to prove a 


challenge to every player 


GASTRO PUBS GALORE 


Why not treat yourselves to 


a proper pub lunch at one 


of Oxfordshire s finest gastro 


pubs. Maybe the newly 


renovated Trigger Pond in 


Bucknell, or the Killingworth 


Castle m Wootton that serves 


a delicious menu; and there's 


also the sumptuous Old Swan 


& Minster Mill (below), which 


IS perfectly positioned for 


you to take a wander in the 


Cotswolds after your meal! 













































For the first time ever, a female jouster has taken 
part in Kenilworth Castle's Grand Medieval Joust. 

As the place where Robert Dudley famously wooed 
Tudor England's strongest woman, Kenilworth is 

the first of four English Fleritage castles to see 
o woman jousting ogainst men this summer. 


Horsewomon extraordinaire Nicky Willis took the 
reins in Kenilworth's Grand Medieval Joust last 
month. Nicky is a professional rider who regularly 
jousts on the continent and has trained horses 
for jousting for over ten years. At Kenilworth 
she pitted her skills against three leading male 
'knights' in the medieval martial art - including 
Russian champion Dimitry Sabachenko in his UK 
debut. 

Jousting on horseback, dressed in full armour 
ond armed with a lance - four knights took part 
in a no-holds-barred competition throughout 
the Grand Medieval Joust. 



















SUGAFEST 

The second Sugafesf 
Family Fun Day took 
place last month 
at Sugarswell Park 
near Shenington. 

The charity event 
raises money for two 
amazing charities 
- Warwickshire & 
Northamptonshire 
Air Ambulance and 
the Katharine House 
Hospice based in 
Adderbury near 
Banbury. 


from top: Sugafest 
organisers, front (left fo 
right) are lain Lauchlan 
and David Handfey, 
back (left to right) are 
Paul Regan, Hannah 
Nicholis, Toby Nunneiey; 
Lewis Floyd Henry giving 
a 'one man band" Jimi 
Hendrix tribute f/eftj; 
Richard Coleman with 
his f oden ha/f size steam 
iorry - more of Richard's 
wonderful home bui/f 
machine 
next month; 
Ciive 
Loveiand 
with his 
dispiay of 
biackthorn, 
ash and 
eider 
walking 
poles; 

The Gin 
Emporium - 
Harry Deeks 
in the 

converted Citroen van 



THE FESTIVAL OF THE BRITISH CAR 



Summer holidays at the British Motor Museum 
23rd July - 4th September 


Visit the British Motor Museum during the summer 
holidays to celebrate the British car with a festival 
of family activities. Different workshops wiil run on 
different days, so be sure fo look at the website first. 
Activities include building British cars with LEGO®, 
creating your own Land Rover, Mini or E type Jaguar 
and modetling cars with baiioons. Eamiiies can also 
explore the museum by becoming reportesr with a 
family newspaper trail. Costumed guides will help you 
discover motoring life from different decades. 


Why not join them 
on the 31st July at 
the Family Festival 
for a special one 
off fun-filled day 
of art and science 
activities, all based 



around the great 

British car? Keep the whoJe family entertained with 
hands-on workshops and drop-in activities. 


All activities throughout the summer are included in 
museum admission, and during busy periods all family 
holiday activities are on a timed ticket basis, so book 
in on arrival to avoid disappointment as places are 
limited and are subject to availability; 


WWW.br/t/sh motormuseum.co.uk or calJ 01926 641188. 


Summer Holiday 
Family Fun 

23 July - 4 September 
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T: fhe shepherd^s hut 
2: Jenny & Emfly Wayward ? 

3: OWte Wewbury, Amber fttteard & Ed Darbishire 
with Asado lamb 

4: Jenny Hayward ' • 

5: ta the fra/ter 

6:Tree Thurston A Amanda fWcCurd/e -i 

7: Annfe Scotf A C/a/re Gregson ' !} \.4 a t" 




X 

r-' 


s part of the Open Farm 
Sunday events nationwide. 
Hill Farm at Priors Hardwick 
opened its gates to allow families 
and children to get hands on 
experience of life on a farm. Hill 
Farm specialises is sheep farnming 
and the demonstrations were 
centred around this. 

A shearing demonstration 
explained how the shearer can get 
the fleece off in one take, using 
what is now the most common New 
Zealand Godfrey Bowen method. 
Notice ail the Southern Hemisphere 
connections! A shearer can expect 
about £1.30 per sheep sheared, 
they take him a minute each, and 
thus he could do about 250 in a 


day! However enough wool for a 
jumper might only cost between 
5p and 8p. 

British wool gets used for 
carpets and socks because it 
is hardwearing because of our 
climate! It was fascinating to 
watch this essential craft that has 
been handed down the centuries, 
and becomes such a common 
commodity. Like shoeing a horse it 
cannot be done in any other way, 
right here on our doorstep in the 
Four Sh/res. 

Hugh Darbishire also gave a guided 
tour of his 450 acre farm on the 
back of a trailer, to see the wheat 
and barley growing, to feed his 


' ,3 'It 


animals and make bread and beer, 
oilseed rape, wild birds, managed 
hedgerows to encourage birds, 
and wild flowers for bees for honey. 
Worms are encouraged to aerate 
the soil, and thus becomes an 
organic whole! 


Hi!l Farm has been run by the same 
family since 1938. 

words and picfurej^ 

Jeremy Wilton 
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KEEP ll\J TOUCH WITH RUGBY 
DURfNG THE SUMMER... 

Many of us are used to playing 
rugby during the winter months but 
these Four Shires’ clubs are offering 
a range of activities throughout 
the summer. Pass your evenings 
keeping fit at one of these venues. 

Touch rugby is often seen as a 
'warmup' but it is a super non- 
contact game En its own right. 

One of the best ways to keep fit, 
whether you are mole or female, 
six or 60, touch will have the best 
ployer puffing hard, 

Banbury RUFC: Founded in 1925, the 
club is home to three men's teams 
and hoids touch rugby sessions 
every Tuesday from 7pm, interesting 
Fact: The club's best season came 
ad the way back in 1951/52 when 
they won 33 out of their 52 games 
and lost only four times. However, 
this season (iike the town's football 
club) they have been promoted. 

Bletchley RUFC: Founded in 1947, 
they have three men's teams and 
have touch rugby sessions every 
Tuesday from 7pm for players 15 
years or older. Interesting Fact: 

In 2007 they hosted Lawrence 
Daliaglio and Martin Corry just days 


before they faced each other in 
the Heineken Cup Final for the 
'Captain's photo session'. 

Buckingham RUFC; The ciub was 
formed in 1947 and has three 
men's teams and the club's most 
succesfull season came in 1973 
when they beat teams such as 
Miiton Keynes and Bicester. A beer 
and music festival wtJJ be held at 
the club on July 16. 

Chinnor RUFC: Founded in 1962, 
Chinnor has four men's teams and 
hoids touch rugby training sessions 
from 6:30pm to 8pm on a Friday. 
Interesting fact: Former London 
Wasps' speedster Tom Varndell 
came through the youth ranks at 
the club. 

Chipping Norton RUFC: 

Chippy have two men's 
teams and have touch rugby 
sessions every Tuesday from 
7pm-8:30pm, Interesting fact: 
Jeremy Clarkson's son Finlo 
was a keen player at the 
club during younger years. 
However, he no longer plays 
□ s he couldn't find his top 
gear during gamesi 

Leamington RUFC: Founded 
in 1926, the ciub has three 
men's teams and has touch 


rugby sessions every Tuesday from 
7pm with all welcome. Their first 
team's biggest win was a 103-0 
thrashing of Bletchley in the 1993794 
season. 

Oxford RUFC: Founded in 1909, 
and home to one team. During the 
summer, touch rugby takes place 
every Monday at 7:30pm and is 
open to anybody over the age of 
14, Their youth section was once 
treated to a training session by Ail 
Black legend Pin Weepu. 

Wallingford RUFC: Founded in 1967, 
Wallingford has two men's teams 
and has over 400 members. It hosts 
touch rugby sessions every Monday 
from 7pm, for all ages. 

Compifed by Ethan Gudge 
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Take some all-important 'me ttme^ 
this summer to relax and unwind. 

Why not treat yourself to a spa stay 
at the award winning Whittlebury 
Hail Hotel? 

The staff here will take you on 
a Journey that wfll leave you 
feeling ready to take on the 
world. Whether you're at home 
entertaining, partying at festivals 
or planning some time away on 
your summer holiday, after a 
relaxing night at Whittlebury you will 
certainly be glowing and have a 
spring in your step. 

The four star Whittlebury Hall Hotel is 
set in beautiful surroundings. On our 
recent visit a friend and I enjoyed 
the ambience of the hotel's spa 
setting whilst enjoying some long 
overdue quality time together to 
catch up. We had opted for the 
'Summer Escape and Stay' spa 
package. 


From the time we booked, 
the staff were very helpful, 
assisting us with our choice 
of package and treatment, 

(there are lots to choose 
from). They were always 
on hand to help with any 
queries we might have as 
nothing was too much trouble for 
them. 

There is plenty to do at Whittlebury 
Spa, so if the thought of sitting 
about for the duration of your 
visit doesn't appeal, you could 
take a dip in the 19 metre pool or 
have a work out in the fully frtted 
gymnasium. There is also a full 
fitness class timetable to choose 
from. We enjoyed a pilate's class 
in the morning, and consequently, 
feeling quite righteous we tucked 
into a beautiful buffet lunch before 
chilling for the rest of the day and 
absorbing the magic of Whittlebury 
Spa. 



We started the afternoon with a 
muscle warming pummelling from 
the water jets in the hydrotherapy 
pool ” this is an experience not to 
be missed! We then worked our 
way around the various saunas 
and ice showers/caves, with some 
humour 1 might add! We started 
to unwind and relax - all the 


muscles from day to day life gently 
easing whilst we curled up on the 
warmed water beds. Being well 
and truly in dhe zone' we went for 
our energising express facial 25 
minute treatment. 

The spa ladies were very witling 
to discuss specific skin types and 
facial treatments and should you 
wish, they can assist In choosing 
products they have chosen for 
your facial so you can continue the 
treatment once home if necessary. 

Feeling glowing and relaxed we 
dressed for dinner and enjoyed 
an evening at the hoteks Astons 
Restaurant. After a blissful night's 
sleep and with a scrumptious 
breakfast on board we felt ready to 
step with a spring once again back 
into our lives. 

For more details of packages at 
Whittlebury Spa Hotel take a took at 
their website at: 
www.whittteburyhalLco.uk 
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Already firmly established 
as the premier event on the 
global historic motor racing 
calendar, this summer's 
Silverstone Classic (29-31 
July) will - for the very first 
time «feature top class 
bike track action with a 
dazziing array of past Worid 
Champions to the fore. 


Attending superstars from 
the two-wheeied reaim will 
include 1987 BOOcc World Champion Wayne Gardner 
triple GP Worid Champion 'Fast Freddie' Spencer and 
seven-time GP Worid Champion Phil Read. 


add to classic showcase 


• World GP Bike Legends 
make their UK debut at 
Siiverstone Classic 


• World Champions 
including Wayne Gardner, 
Freddie Spencer, and Phli 
Read 


"We are thrliled fo be broadening the C/ass/c's appeal 
sfi// further vfa fhe add/fton of these amazing bikes 
plus their legendary riders/' said Nick W/gJey, CEO of 
organhers. Goose Live Events, "/f's fhe first time fhe 
Classic has ever served up high-quaiity two- and four- 
wheeied racers and to have heroes such as Wayne, 
Freddie and Phil at Silverstone is going to be just 
fantastic/' 



gazeboshop 


Suppliers of Pop up Gazebos, Instant Shelters, Printed Flags and Tablecovers 


Get the WOW Factor with our Stunning Pagoda MarqueesI 


Pagoda Marquees 


CLASSIC VEHICLE RESTORATION 

Banbury and Bicester Coilege has recentiy 
introduced a course in classic vehicle restoration 
to its syllabus along with other engineering and 
motorsport based studies. 


Ideal for outdoor shelter for special events or occasions 
including garden partiesp outdoor catering, charity balls 

and wedding venues! 

Our Pagoda Marquees 
create sophisticated, eye¬ 
catching structures that 
make excellent exhibition 
pavilions and trading units. 
They also serve as stand¬ 
alone structures that can be 
seamlessly joined together 
for stunning visual 
Impact, enhancing SCAN 
any event whatever 

the location. 


0129S 553 S99 | sales@gazeboshop.co.uk | www.gazeboshop.co.uk 


FOR INFO 

SiSils] 





From July, praclicai elements of the course wiii be 
held at Bicester Heritage Park on the outskirts of the 
town. The Heritage Park, formerly an operational RAF 
base, is home to many numbers of vehicle restoration 
specialists who use former 
RAF buildings for their 
workshops. 

Students from the college 
will soon be able to work 
on machines based at the 
Bicester Park. 

Dhuga] Hunt (in glasses) 
and Cosmo Galashan are 
pictured next to a 1970, 
unrestored Gilbern Genie. 

The Gilbern was made 
in Pontypridd in Wales - 
the only marque of car 
ever to be built in the 
principality. 
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MOTORING 



I n spite of the British weather 
throwing aimost everything it 
had at It, the Donington Historic 
Festival presented three days of 
hugely exciting and entertaining 
historic motor racing recently. This 
event has already established itself 
as the biggest of the eariy-season 
classic motorsports events, so mark 
the May Bank Holiday weekend 
date in your diary for 2017. 


Donington 
Historic Festival 


words: bruce cox 
pjctures: roger cooper 


This year, classic motorsport fans 
were treated to action from a vast 
range of competition cars from the 
1920s up to the 1990s, campaigning 
in a challenging range of climatic 
conditions ranging from torrential 
rain and hail to high winds and 
even a scattering of snowl 
Happily, these were not constant 
throughout the weekend, and 
there was plenty of sunshine to 
show off the Donington track In 



all its park-land beauty. And the 
frequently wet track made for some 
very challenging and spectacular 
racing indeed! 



The rare and vaiuabte historic 
competition machines were in 
safe hands, however, with star 
drivers from the past such as Le 
Mans winner Jackie Oliver and 
Touring Car giants John Cteland, 

Tim Harvey and Steve Soper taking 
part along with present-day BTCC 
stars Andrew Jordan, Matt Neal 
and Colin Turkington, who showed 
that today's drivers are just as 
comfortable behind the wheel of a 
decades-oid race car as they are 
battling it out on television in the 
latest works saloon racers. ► 





o firW fie/d of J960S foor/ng cars kepf fhe crowds 
enferfained (fop loft}: cars from fhe Corveffo 
Owners C/ub showed off fhefr American muse/e 
Top right): this Lotus from fhe mJd-1990s wos 
part of o demonsfrofron by TJ cors from fhof 
era fabovej,* on /fa/Zan Maseraf/ Grand Prix car 
from the mj'd-1930s frfghfj,* fbfs prototype Aston 
Martin from fbe m/d-60s defeated the ferrad 
team fn o World GT Championship race m front 
of the /tahon crowds at Monza fbeJowJ; the }970s 
Formuia Two cors were the weekend's fastest on 
frock fbe/ow rfgbtj 
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Donington 

HISTORIC 

FESTIVAL 


Other FestivaJ highlights included 
demonstrations of historic Formula 1 
and rally cars^ plus car club displays 
and, most appropriately, given 
the weather, sent a Hurricane to 
entertain the crowds, the RAF Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight... 

AC Cobra wearing the winner's 
garland after taking fhe Historic GJ 
Sportscar race (right); AC Cobra has 
an American ford V8 engine in an 
English chassis (far right); Pre-WWIi 
racers - an AHa leads a pair of ERAS 
(inset) 


Classic Events Coming Up 


fhe month of Juiy is always one 
of the best when It comes for 
opporfunifies fo enjoy classic car 
shows or racing events, and this 
year is no exception. Here are the 
major evenfs that are all either In 
our four Shires region or within easy 
reach of If. 

July 2nct/3rcl 

The Flywheel Festival takes place 
at Bicester Heritage, a centre 
for businesses in the classic 
car industry on the old Bicester 
Aerodrome in Oxfordshire, Sir 
Stirling Moss will be there on both 
days when historic cars will be 
seen in action on the ground 
and classic aircraft will perform 
overhead, including the Spitfires 
and Hurricanes of the RAF Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight and a 
USAF Mustang from the same WWtl 
period. 

www*/IywheeffeshVaLcom 

Meanwhile, over in the beautiful 
Teme Valley in Worcestershire, the 
Shelsley Walsh speed hill climb 
course hosts two very different 
events. On the Saturday there 
is competition for modern cars, 
Including the single-seater racers in 
the British Hill Climb Championship 
that can reach lOOmph in less than 
four seconds* 

WWW. sh e isley- wa ish . co. uk 
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On the Sunday there are the slower 
but wonderfully evocative sports 
and racing cars campaigned by 
the members of the Vintage Sports 
Car Club. Several of the cars that 
set records at Shelsley in the past 
are still being campaigned by 
new owners and deliberately kept 
looking exactly as they were back 
in their heyday - but actually going 
even faster than back then, thanks 
to track surface improvements, 

WWW.vscc.co.uk 

July 9th/10th 

The second Hill Climb at the 
spectacular Chateau Impney 
estate venue near Droitwich in 
Worcestershire will see no less 
than 200 competitors sprint up the 
challenging 1,000-yard course. In 
addition, there will be a Concours 
d'Eiegance that will be further 
enhanced by special displays by 
various car clubs. There will also be 
an aerobatics display, a fly-past by 
the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight 
and a 'jump in' by the Parachute 
Regimenf^s 'Red Devils' display 
team. 

www.chateauimpneyhillclimb.com 

July 10th 

This year is the 50th anniversary of 
the Rally of the Giants, which is the 
name that the Pre-1950 American 


Auto Club gives to its biggest event 
of the year and which takes place 
at Blenheim Palace adjacent to 
Woodstock in Oxfordshire. With well 
over 400 classic American vehicles 
attending and dating from the early 
1920's through to the 70's, this is the 
must-visit event for anyone with an 
interest and passion for American 
motorcars, trucks, military 
vehicles and bikes. 

www.pre50aac.Gom 

www.blenheimpalace.com 

July 16th/17tli 

This year's Classic Nostalgia 
weekend at Shelsley Walsh will 
celebrate the 80th anniversary of 
Hans Stack's competing on the hill 
in June 1936 with an Auto Union 
Type C - one of the legendary 
German 'Silver Arrows' Grand Prix 
cars of the era. Stuck won the 
European Mountain Championship 
with the car that year and it 
is returning to Shelsley for this 
weekend to be driven by none 
other than his son, Hans-Joachim 
Stuck, who was a famously 
successful sports car racer in his 
own right throughout the 1980s and 
1990s. 

Also returning to Shelsley Walsh 
will be the Finnish rally star 
Hannu Mlkkola in the Famous 
short wheelbase Audi Quattro 























that he drove in the British Ratly 
Championship in 1936 and with 
which, in the same year, he set a 
saloon car record for the hill that 
stood for more than a decade, 

WWW. sh e tsley- wa ish .co.uk 

July 17th 

The Old Ford Rally at the British 
Motor Museum, near Gaydon 
in Warwickshire will host up to 
750 old Ford vehicles, including 
commercials, tractors and any 
vehicles with a Ford engine built 
up to 1990. It is the biggest rally 
of old Fords in the UK. Visitors will 
be able to see a wide range of 
vehicles from Model Ts to the cars 
of the pre-war austerity years, 
as well as agricultural vehicles, 
Thames and Ford commercial and 
military vehicles, the more luxurious 
post-war Zephyrs, Zodiacs and 
Granadas plus the Mkl and Mk2 
family Cortinas and Ford Anglias 
and Escorts. There will also be a 
display of early 1960s Ford Classic 
Capris and the later 1970s and 'BOs 
Ford Capri. 

WWW. britrshmoformuseum. co.uk 

July 29th/31st 

The packed three-day weekend of 
the Silverstone Classic motorsports 
festival on Northamptonshire's 
famous British GP circuit will provide 


spectacular classic motor racing on 
the world famous circuit, impressive 
track parades, infield displays 
from over 100 car clubs featuring 
more than 10,000 classic cars, plus 
interactive driving activities and 
dynamic demonstrations. There's 
plenty of entertainment to enjoy 
too, with live music from headline 
acts, aerial displays, a vintage fun 
fair, and a shopping village. It's an 
event for the whole family as well 
as providing the ultimate annual 
celebration of classic cars. Plan on 
being there for the whole weekend 
- one day just won''! be enough! 
And take note that all tickets must 
be purchased in advance - and 
they are selling fast... 

WWW. s/I verston edassic. c om 

July 30th 

This year marks the 70th 
Anniversary of the Cooper Car 
Company and to celebrate 
this significant anniversary, the 
Cooper Car Club has Joined 
forces with the Prescott Hill Climb 
venue near Winchcombe in the 
Gloucestershire Cotswolds for a 
special event. John Cooper built 
his frrst motorcycle-engined car in 
1946 and within 12 years his later 
cars were twice Grand Prix World 
Champions. In the process they 
completely transformed the design 


of the Grand Prix car by leading 
the rear engine revolution. This 
massive contribution to the world 
of motor racing will be celebrated 
at Prescott with a range of Coopers 
from across the years, both as static 
displays and competing on the hill. 

WWW. prescof f- h UicUmb . com 

August 5lh/7th 

The first weekend of August always 
sees Vintage Sportscar Ciub's 
annual Prescott Speed Hill Climb 
run at the wonderful Cotswold 
venue. For 2016, this much loved 
event will see 260 cars attack the 
venue's famous hill, this year racing 
once again on both the long course 
that hosts British Championship 
races and the original short course 
that is the traditional home of 
VSCC racing. The long course 
event opens the weekend on the 
Friday while on the short course, 
there is practicing on the Saturday 
and racing against the clock on 
the Sunday, The famous Orchard 
car park adjacent to the track will 
again be full of pre-war cars only, 
making it worth a visit in its own 
right. And, of course, the popular 
trade stands and auto jumble will 
be in their familiar places. 

WWW. vs c c. c o. uk 

WWW. prescof f- h iltc lirrrb. com 
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Land Owners Diversity 





With their sister 
company, Apps 
Creative Design, 
architectural 


services can also be 

provided. The company's aim is to assist landowners 
to make the most of the opportunities available to 
them. Whether it's a barn conversion, managing your 
woodland or building a house, the team are happy to 
help. 



First Environment Consultants Ltd (FEC) Is a multi¬ 
disciplinary practice based in Shenington on the 
Oxfordshire-Warwickshire border. The company 
provides advice in relation to landscape, ecology and 
arboriculture and specialise in development projects. 
Landscape, biodiversity and sustainability issues are 
increasingly important factors within the planning 
process and must be addressed if a scheme is to 
succeed. 


By combining three disciplines under one roof. First 
Environment Consultants can provide an integrated 
and well informed approach. Working closely 


• Landscape capactty assessment 

• Residential developments from 1 up to 1000 homes 

• Mixed commerciai and residential developments 

• Woodland management plans 

• Duty of care reports 

• Extension of school premises and playground 
design 


landscape arboriculture ecology 


0nv|ronnn0nt 

llnnit0d 


Environmental Planning Consultants 

Sugarswell Business Park, Shenington, Oxon. 

Tel: 01295 477077 
Email: scott.pearce@fecltdxo 
www.fecltd.co 
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connecf Davrd: 
WWW. thepottingshed. co. uk 
(wff (ef. com/pontngshed 7 
(hepot/ffig-s/ied-uk. 
btogspof.co.u^^ 


GARDEN BOOK OF THE MONTH 

Seeds, By Carofyn Fry 
ISBN 9781782403241 


Seeds are fhe sfarf of life. 

Without seeds fftere would be no 
vegetables fo eal, hay to feed 
our cattle or grain to make our 
daify bread. This is a fascinating 
new book exploring seeds, 
thefr evolul/on a ad fhe/r future 
pubtfshed by ivy Press. Seeds 
are highly complex and have 
evolved over thousands of years, 
/a fhfs book, Carolyn looks at the 
science behind the seed, their 
importance to the world and how 
we are protecting them for the 
future. 

JULY IN THE GARDEN 


Fingers crossed, the sun should be 
shining and you are all enjoying 
long, warm, July nights. These 
evenings are not just about 
getting more work done in the 
garden but also about sitting 
back and enjoying the fruits of 
your labours. The daily job at the 
moment is watering. 

All of your pots and 
hanging baskets will 
need a good soaking 
daily: even if it has 
rained there will not 
be enough water to 
sustain them. As you 
water your pots you 
will also wash out all 
the nutrients in the compost, so it is 
a good idea to give your pots and 
baskets a weekly feed. Use a liquid 
feed suitable for summer flowering 
plants. Mix it up in your watering 
can at the manufacture's rate and 
water the containers well. 


July is a good month to start 
thinking about winter and spring 
colour as now Is the ideal time to 
sow your winter flowering pansies, 
violas, bellis, forget me knots and 
wall flowers. To sow, simply fill a 
seed tray with good quality seed 
compost, lightly firm and thinly 
sow the seeds, covering with a 
thin layer of compost, it is essential 
that they are kept moist until they 
have germinated. When large 
enough, prick out into small pots 
or a cell tray. Grow on until large 
enough and the pots are filled 
with roots. Wallflowers prefer to be 


into the soil, 
before being 
moved to 
their final 
growing site, 
when they are large enough. Just 
scrape a drill about 3cm (1") deep 
and sow thinly. Cover and firm 
slightly, water well and keep them 
moist. When large enough, thin 
them to 16-19cm {5-6") apart. Grow 
on until large enough to transfer to 
their final growing position. 

If you have a greenhouse you will 
be needing to water at least once 
a day if not twice depending on 
the temperature and what you 
have growing. It is always best 
to water at the end of the day or 
early in the morning, this prevents 
scorching to the leaves and the 
plants can take up the most water 
before it evaporates. You could 
shade your greenhouse to keep the 
temperature down and the strong 
sun rays off your plants. Either white 
wash or cover your greenhouse 
with shading. 


i 

Your vegetable garden should 
be bulging with produce at the 
moment. It is important to keep 
picking as things ripen, especially 
your beans. The more you pick 
them, the more beans you will get. 

If you let them go to seed they will 
stop producing beans. Courgettes 
are another crop that keeps on 
cropping the more you harvest. 
They will also soon turn intomarrows 
if you don't harvest regularly. Keep 
on sowing your salad crops so 
you get a constant supply, sow in 
small batches fortnightly. You can 
sow them directly into the ground 
but I like to sow them in a few pots 
as well. I then leave these on the 
window sill so I never have to go far 
to get fresh salad. It is good idea 
to do the same with your favourite 
herbs. I have several pots at 
different stages of growth so as one 
pot has gone over I have another 
one to replace it. 
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STIHi: FS 90 

Powerful grass trimmer with STJHL 4*MIX engine 

Powerful 1.3hp 1 0.95kW petrol engine 
’ Electronic ignition module 

* Decompression system 

* Double shoulder harness 

* Multi-function control handle 
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B4>ddington Rd Byt^id. 
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X JnXNw/JL^ Mon - Fd Sam - 5pm N'hamptonsWfe NN11 BFL 

. ^ ^ Sat 8am - 12.30pm T«k 01127 2S4844 

A FP^T'MAy £>+• J- & 

f facebookcom/FarolLtd ^ twitter.com/Farol-td 

m m m fence suppliers 
m m gate makers 

■ ^ » DECKING STOCKISTS 


OPEN TO TRADE AND RETAIL 

* Standard or made to measure 

* Large stocks 

* Prompt delivery 

* EKtremeky competitive rates 

* ProfessionaJ friendly advice 

VISIT OUR DISPLAY SITE 
OR PHONE US FOR A FREE 
COLOUR OROCHURE 

Old Station Yard The Old Garage 
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/ wri^e fh/s with cons/derab/e consternaf/on. 

s I sit at the keyboard we are some 14 days 
away from the summer solstice (the longest 
day). 

June has always been the pivotal month of the 
farming year (a dripping June puts everything in tune) 
but this year the seasons seem to be well out of kilter, 
os we have patches of oil seed rape still in full flower. 

Over the last weeks of May and the start of June 
temperatures have hovered in the very low teens 
keeping plant growth and bee activity in check. Even 
my vegetable plants in the greenhouse and cold 
frames have not shown much enthusiasm. 


After a very devastating early spring, during which the 
local badger population destroyed a large number of 
our bee hives we have been rebuilding them and are 
almost back to how they were before old 'Mr Brock' 
found his sweet tooth. The downside to this is that the 

new colonies will not be In full 
production for some time. 

One of the most 
Important crops for 






Marton 
Warwickshire 
CV23 9RH 

01926 633739 


Woodford Halse 
Northamptonshire 
NN11 3RB 

01327 262124 

www.mainlinetimber.co.uk 

sales@mainlinetirnber.co.uk 

Opening times: Sam - Spm Monday - Friday 
Sam -12 noon Saturday 
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bees is the much 
maligned oil seed 
rope as it is the first 
crop in the spring 
to produce large 
amounts of pollen 
and nectar and 
the bees don't 
have to forage far 
and wide to gather 


BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 
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Gronndcare Madilneffy 
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Countryman 


suffcient to buiid up the 
brood chambers to get 
the season off to a flying 
start. 

Oil Seed Rape production 
is often given a beating 
by the 'experts' often 
stating wild and 
inaccurate facts to suit 
their own particular 
agendas, 

Vegetable oil has been 
an important part of the 
human diet for thousands 
of years, but it was not 
until some 40 years ago 
with the Introduction of 
oil seed rape thot we 
could produce our own 
vegetable oIL I have 
been growing it since 
the lote 70's - about the 
same length of time that 
I have kept bees on a 
commercial basis. 

It is pure fantasy to say 
that they get thigh' or 
aggressive on rape pollen 
or nectar much as it is a 
myth to say the bees are 
essential for the cropVs 
pollination, oil seed rape 
is 'wind' pollinated. It is 
also wide of the mark 
to say that the growing 
of the crop attracted a 
special EEC payment. 

Oil seed rape belongs to 
the brassica (cabbage) 
family and all honey 


produced from this family 
genus, wild or cultivated, 
readily chrysalises in the 
comb, I am not too sure 
just where the set aside 
argument mentioned In a 
recent article came from, 
as we have not had a set 
aside requirement under 
EEC rules for many years! 
Even when the rules were 
in force, we could not 
grow any crops on set 
aside land. 

There are two very distinct 
types of oil seed rape, 
the first and most widely 
grown is for human 
consumption, known 
as a double low. Single 
low rape (high erucic 
acid rape) is grown on 
specialist contracts for 
industrial uses and cannot 
be used for human or 
animal consumption. It is 
also a very wide stretch of 
the imagination to state 
that rape oil is a ‘toxic 
insecticide'. In reality it 
is used in the insecticide 
application as a ‘wetter’ 
to help the insecticide 
ingredients ‘stick’ to the 
plants to give a longer 
period of protection. 

Washing up liquid is 
known to have a toxic 
effect when used on 
greenfly on your roses, so 
perhaps there is a case 


for banning washing up 
liquid. 
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George Fenemore rebuilds the bee 
hives and places a much needed 
ban on washing up liquid 


Rape oil is not simply 
used to cook your chips 
in. Its derivatives can be 
found In every aspect 
of our dally lives as a 
component of food, 
medicine, cosmetics 
and even the ubiquitous 
shopping bag. Oil seed 
rape is still one of the 
most widely grown crops 
in this country. 

It is true that the high 
erucic acid varieties 
ore grown for ‘blofueE 
but as any competent 
gardener will tell you It is 
very unwise to attempt to 
grow a brassica crop on 
the same ground more 
than once every four 
years. At Home Earm It is 
every four to five years. 
The reason for the fall in 
the acreage being grown 
in the last two years has 
more to do with the 
insipid urban government 
kowtowing to the green 
lobby as opposed to the 
economics of growing the 
crop. 

However, in this life there 
is an alternative, Olive 
ail has been used for 
thousands of years, but as 
most of the olive groves 
within the EEC have 


become infected with a 
devastating fungus it is 
fast becoming a scarce 
commodity. Sunflower oil 
Is another alternative but 
os yet, cannot be grown 
as a viable oil crop in 
this country. Then there is 
palm oil. 

With tens of thousands 
of hectares of virgin rain 
forest being felled each 
year for It cultivation, the 
demand for vegetable oil 
Is not going to fall, so we 
come back to oil seed 
rape. But with the green 
lobby and Ineffectual 
government leodership In 
both this country and the 
EEC, home production 
Is set to fall. Imports 
however are Increasing. 
But by the time this hits 
the door mat, the whole 
food production gambit 
will be a completely 
different ball game.-J 

Ho Hum. 










Crafted by artisans at home and abroad, our garden furniture and 
accessories add class and style to the garden. When combined with 
our ‘Splash of Colour’ range, the result is stunning. 


To find out more about the full ROSARA range please visit our 

website: 


WWW. ro Sara .co.uk 
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Loca/ company A/i'cho/sons 
celebrates new brand 
Rosara with an evening of 
jazz and canapes. 

A new brand, 'Rosara', was 
launched in style last nnonth at 
Rousham House, Oxfordshire. 
Over 200 people braved the 
elements, enjoying prosecco, 
jazz and canapes. Guests 
included the television presenter 
James Alexander Sinclair who 
iaunched the event and Victoria 
Prentis, Conservative MP for North 
Oxfordshire. 






Fueiled by a passion for garden 
design, Rosara aims to heip 
people complete their perfect 
garden iook. Combining 
UK production, with artisans 
from beautifui piaces such 
as Rajasthan and Florence, 
the Rosara range has been 
assembled from far and wide, 
and was unveiled at last month's 
launch party, 

Nicholsons' garden design team 
have been designing gardens in 
this area for 16 years and they 
are deiighted to extend their 
professionaiism in to furnishing 
the garden. Liz Nicholson and her 
energetic team, incJuding gap 
year student ON, invite you to visit 
their site: www.rosara.co.uk 
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henfngton is thought to be the UK's only 
church to stitl lay down fresh grass tn its 
aisfes; This tradition will see the grass in 
piace for three weeks. 


Christopher Hawtin and his forefathers have 
been strewing the grass by hand since the 
1800s (and maybe even longer!) using the 
very same scythe (pictured here). The first 
record of grass strewing in Shenington is 
from 1720. Village records prior to that were 
burned in a significant fire and it Is highly 
fikely that the practice has never stopped 
over the years. It is thought that Shenington is 
the only church in the country that still strews 
grass, although rush-bearing is practiced in 

a few other places of 
worship. 

Christopher, a resident 
of Shenington, explains: 

"The Hawf/rt family, 
that's my father 
Donald and t, have 
been strewing grass 
m church for 38 years. 
Before fhaf, ft was 
Donald's unde, Percy 


Laid to Grass 




Ln pile & SONS 

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS. SALES AND SERVICE 


Stihi Cordless Range 


ASPEN 




Aspen Atkytate Petrol 


Viking Ride On Mower Range 


Honda Core Mower Range 


Stovax Solid Fuel Stoves 

HI 


CAI 


MORRIS 

LU-ta h Id * ht T i 


FIR TREE FARM. WARMINGTOH^ BAKBURY^ 0X17 TJL TEL: 01295 211790 MON < FRI S.OO * 5.00 SAT:B.30 - 2.00 WWW.FNPILE.CO.UK 


Calor Gas Morris Oils 
(Collection Only) & lubricants 

H 
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'‘The Hawtin famiiy, f/iaf's my father 
Donaid and t, have been strewing 
grass in church for 38 years. Before 
that. It was Donaid-s uncle, Percy 
Cook and his father Waiker Cook. 
We use the same scythe to cuf ffie 
grass by hand that has been used 
by generations before. Probably no 


one else knows how to use 
iti r/ie grass comes from an 
area wrfbrn the churchyard 
itself, which is why /f's kepf 
so long before May. Longer 
grass works better. 

''Peopfe come at this time 
of year fo experience the 
sight and smell of a very old 
Engiish tradition. We know 
of coup/es ihaf specificaliy 
ask fo gef marned when 
fhe grass /s iaid, and some 
fhaf ask for /f fo be faken 
ouf for ffiefr yyedd/ng day because 
fhey have hay feveri f replace the 
gross offer fhe ffrsf Sunday. There is 
nothing like the smeil of fresh grass 
in the church," 

Putting a layer of fresh grass in the 
aisles and around the font of the 
church probably dates back to the 
Middle Ages when the earthern 
floor would hove been covered 
with rushes. These would have 
been changed once a year in the 
spring. 

The grass-strewing always takes 
place prior to Whit Sunday (or 
Pentecost), which marks the festival 


of the Holy Trinity. The grass stays in 
place for a further three Sundays 
after Pentecost. Grass-strewing is 
thought to be Jess of a religious 
observation and more about giving 
the church a spring cleani ^ 




Ifayefurlong Nurs^rlejs 

www.farnboroughgardencentre.co.uk 




on A423 SOUTHAM ROAD 
nr FARNBOROUGH, BANBURY 0X17 1EL 

TELEPHONE: 01295 690479 


TEDDY BEAR 
LOVERS! 

See our extensive 
range of bears on 
display including 
collectables and 
cuddy companions 


I’ARNBOROrftll 

garden centre 


open six days a week 
Tues-Sat: Gam-S-SOpm 
Sundays: 10.30am-4.30pnri 

Open Bank Holiday Mondays 


A WORLD OF 




The Garden Lovers Garden Centre 


WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN WONT COST THE EARTH 


U' 
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NEW EDUCATION CENTRE 
AT BATSFORD ARBORETUM 

A new education centre has 
opened at Batsford Arboretum, 
near Moreton in Marsh. 

The Scandinavian pine centre 
was entirely funded by Batsford's 
'Leaves for Learning' campaign. 
It was launched in August 2013 
to raise funds to provide the new 
facility for use by Eocal school 
children, clubs and societies, 
as weli as to create a space for 
workshops, educationaf talks 
and events. 

Batsford is home to one of the 
largest private tree collections in 
the country and is a registered 
chanty receiving no government 
or outside financial support. The 
chanty, The Batsford Foundation, 
has a remit to educate people 
about conservation and nature 
and each year nearly 700 local 
primary school children benefit 
from nature days at Batsford. 

The new education centre 
provides an ideal space for 
schools to use during their visit. 

The new facility was officially 
opened by gardening 
broadcaster and journalist 
Pippa Greenwood, She said: 

was pleased to be pari of what 
was an amazing achievement 
and really taken by everyone's 
enthusiasm and dedication. 

It is such a great education 
building and that, combined 
with the gorgeous /ocaffon, wtVJ 
be a wonderful asset for Batsford 
Arboretum and everyone who 
visits". 




BLENHEtM PALACE 

W/oodstocfc 0X20 IPX 

2nd July, 9.30am-6pm (above) 

Bfenheim Gardens, originally laid 
out by Henry Wise, includes the 
formal water terraces and Italian 
garden by Achille Duchene, 
rosegarden, arboretum, and 
cascade. The secret garden offers 
a stunning garden paradise in all 
seasons. Blenheim lake, created 
by Capability Brown and spanned 
by Vanburgh's grand bridge, is the 
focal point of over 2,000 acres of 
landscaped parkland. The pleasure 
gardens complex includes the herb 
and lavender garden and butterfly 
house. Other activities are the 
Marlborough maze, adventure play 
area, giant chess and draughts. 



HADDONSTONE SHOW GARDENS 

The Forge House, Church Lane, East 
Haddon, Northampton NN6 SD6 
2nd - 3rd July, 1 lam-Bpm 

Haddonstone s classic garden 
ornaments in the beautiful setting 
of the walled manor gardens 
includes planters, fountains, statues, 
bird baths, sundials, balustrades 
and follies. The garden is on 
different levels with roses, clematis. 
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climbers, herbaceous borders, 
ornamental flowers, topiary, 
specimen shrubs and trees. Latest 
additions include designs from the 
Sir John Soane's Museum. 

The gardens Incorporate plantings 
used at the company's acclaimed 
Chelsea Flower Show exhibits. 



WELLESBOURNE ALLOTMENTS 

/tfnefon Road, Wellesbourne CV35 
9NE, 3rd Juiy, 2pm-5pm 

Clay soil? Don't despair. Here is a 
garden full of an exciting range 
of plants, which thrive in hostile 
conditions. Grass paths lead you 
round borders filled with many 
unusual plants. Features include 
a pond and a bamboo grove 
complete with panda! A peaceful 
haven for wildlife and visitors. 



SEZINCOTE 

Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 9AW 
3rd Juiy, 2pm-6pm (above) 

Exotic oriental water garden by 
Repton and Daniell with lake, pools 
and meandering stream, banked 
with massed perennials. Large semi¬ 
circular orangery, formal Indian 
garden, fountain, temple and 
unusual trees of vast size in lawn 
and wooded park setting. House in 
Indian manner designed by Samuel 
Pepys Cockereit. 

RYTON ORGANIC GARDENS 

Woisfon Lane, Ryfon on Dunsmore, 
Coventry CVS 3LG 
10th July, 10am-4pm 

The UK's national centre for organic 
gardening offers visitors acres 
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of beautiful organic 
gardens from modest to 
expansive^ showcasing 
a range of organic best 
practice. The Organic 
W/ay [s an introduction to 
the history and practice 
of organic growing, 
ieading to a series of 
demonstration areas 
highiighting soii 
management, composting 
and naturai feeds. 

Guided tours each 
Saturday at 11am and 
2pm in the summer 
months from our 
experienced volunteer 
organic growers 
highlighting the seasonai 
aspects of the organic 
gardens. 


BRUERN ABBEY 

Chipping Norton 0X7 
60A, 14th Juiy, 2.30pm- 
5.30pm (ieft) 

The National Gardens 
Scheme Is delighted to 
offer you the wonderful 
opportunity to visit the 
garden of Bruern Abbey. 
The gardens are open by 
kind permission of Bruern ^s 
current owners and 
offers the first opportunity 
for visitors to enjoy the 
spectacuiar new garden 
which they commissioned 
from the designer Angel 
Collins, after their 
purchase of Bruern 
in 2012. Angel's work has 
preserved the best of the 
old and at the same time 
has presented a vibrant 
new picture ali around 
the Baroque period house 
(not open). 

Angei Collins wtli be on 
hand to answer questions 
and home-made teas will 
be served. 


GARDENS & COUNTRY 




J 



Formal and 
informal areas make 
this a special site, 
including newly 
laid arboretum with 
many on going 
projects. 


BROUGHTON GRANGE 

Broughton, Banbury 0X15 
5DS, 24th July, lOam-Spm 
(above) 

An impressive 25 acres 
of gardens and light 


BROUGHTON CASTLE 


woodland in an attractive 
Oxfordshire setting. The 
centrepiece is a large 
terraced walled garden 
created by Tom Stuart- 
Smith tn 2001. Vision has 


Banbury 0X15 5EB 
24th July, 2pm-5pm 
(above) 

One acre: shrubs, 
herbaceous borders, 


been used to blend 
the gardens into the 
countryside. There are 
good early dlspiays 
of bulbs followed by 
outstanding herbaceous 
planting in summer. 


wailed garden, roses, 
climbers seen against 
background of 14th-16th 
century castle surrounded 
by moat In open 
parkland. House also 
open (additional charge). 




Batsford^ 

ARBORETUM & GARDEN CENTRE 


Enjoy magical summer walks amongst the beautiful wildftowers. 
Browse our fantastic range of plants, gardening supplies and 
gifts and soak up the sun from the deck of the Garden Terrace 
Cafe. A perfect day out for all the family - dog friendly too! 


u 






Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for details 
on our forthcoming events 


Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre 

Batsford, Moretor in Marsh, Gloucestershire 

GL56 9AD Tel: 01386 701441 

Email: arboretum@batsfordfoundationxo.uk 

www.bat5arb.co.uk 


Broughton Grange Gardens 



Gardens & Arboretum now open 
every Wednesday 10am to 4pm 

PLANT NURSERY OPEN 
10am-4pm, Monday-Friday 

a/l open May to September, 
excluding Bank Holidays 


Ample parking Light refreshments 
Herbaceous plant nursery 

For further details of booking private group tours and open days 
visit www.broQghtongrange.com 

WVKLHAM LANE. BROUGHTON. BANBURV, 0X15 5DS 
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Ray Plujidanon Carpets 
:an < Vf^^ckihire | CV^7 2AQ 
fr' ifO T; I I w¥Wfwr*)f3’m{krtoh ■dJ-Ul' 
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CRUCIAL TRADING 


UNDERFOOWAKES 
ALL THE DIFFERENCE 


A universal approach to 
plumbing and heating 



bluoprini: 


Wh«dil 


landlord 

CERTIFICATES 


BREAKp 


SOURCE 
EAT ROMI 


TECHNICAL 
, ADVICE 


II U liiis I N A I ff» 
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Harbages 



THE GREEN, WARMINGTON 

OXFORDSHIRE/WARWICKSHIRE 

BORDERS 

A handsome 17th century grade 
II Listed village house in a superb 
iocation overlooking the village green 

This beautiful property is now on the 
market, guide price £1,095,000 
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Five steps to selling your house 

Step two - Preparing to sell 



Matthew AUen. Head of Property 
Sales at the Banbury office of 
Fisher German, sets out below the 
second of five steps to successfully 
selling your property... 


^ ^ Clients often call us months or even years in 
advance of a sale and we are always happy 
to help. Our clients invariably benefit from this 
advanced planning and considered guidance. If 
appropriate, we can draw from our broad skill base 
within Fisher German to provide all sorts of advice 
that could include planning advice, maintenance 
support, renewable energy advice, buildings 
consultancy, conservation specialists and 
valuation advice. ^ 


Careful preparation will go a long way to 
ensuring a smooth and successful sales 
process. We want to be sure that we 
understand everything about your property 
so that when a buyer is identified the sale will 
be off to a good start. Areas where we will 
be able to help and advise could include: 

* Registering or correcting your title 

* Appropriate consents for extended or 
developed property 

* Clarifying or formalising tenancies on 
your house or land 

* Setting up a data room for a complex 
property 

* Exploring planning potential 

* Undertaking preliminary legal work 

* Energy performance certificates 

* Early marketing preparations 

* Creating information packs 


Contact Matthew at matthew.allen@fishergerman.co.uk • 01295 271555 • fishergerman.co.uk 
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fishergerman.co.uk 


® FISHER 

GERMAN 


Pillerton Hersey^ Warwickshire 



A charming detached property 
with delightful gardens 

• Kit c hen/brea kfast room^ u niitv, p a n try 

• Sitting room, snug^ study 
4 bedrooms, bathroom 
Garage/workshop, mature gardens 
EPC rating E 




Littie Linford, Buckinghamshire 




Attractive farmhouse with 
buildings and 22 acres 

• 6 bedroom farmhouse 

• Party barn, swimming pool 

• Traditional and modern farm buildings 

• Pond, orchard, paddocks 

• In all about 22 acres 

Guide price E1,600,000 


1 5 offices selling across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 

































































® FISHER 

GERMAN 


fishergerman.co.uk 


Stratton Audley, Oxfordshire 




Beautiful family property set in 
mature gardens in an idyllic village 

• 3 reception rooms, kitchen/breakfast 

• 5 double bedrooms 

• 3 bath/shower rooms (2 en-suite) 

• 3n alE about 1J3 acres 

• EPC rating F 

Guide price £1,150,000 


Steeple Claydon, Buckinghamshire 




Fabulous Grade II Listed farmhouse 

• Bespoke kitchen/breakrast room 

• 4 reception rooms 

• 6 bedrooms (2 with en-suEtes) 

• OulbuiEdings with potential 

• TennEs court 

• 3n ali approximateEy an acre 

Guide price £1,295,000 


15 offices selling across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 
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GERMAN 


Twyford Wharf, Oxfordshire 




Attractive period barn 
conversion with canal frontage 

• Kitchen/breakfast room 

• Llvirtg^'dlnlng/famllv room 

• 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms (1 en-suite) 

• Mature garden, private mooring 

• EPC rating E 

Guide price £475,000 





Appealing detached property 
in a peacefui location 

• Sitting room, kltchen/breakfast, utHity 

• 4 doubie bedrooms 

• Fanntly bathroom, shower room 

• Garage, store, pieasant gardens 

• EPC rating D 

Guide price £525,000 







































































BAWJW VWCOWS > C0N5H^W0WB LTD 

DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 
PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE 'LIVING ROOM’ ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS, AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


HomePro 

_InmiraDffi 



FENSA 


1 

l>ROflLe2<2 


Registered Company 







Showroom at 

17 Thorpe Place, Ovetihorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email gray@banwindows.freeserve.co.uk Web www.banwin.co.uk 
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McRobieAdams 

ARE EXPANDING 



Macrobieadams have been in 
touch with Four Shires with their 
exciting news. This is whaf they 
have to say... 

So far this year we have 

grown to six mortgage 
advisers in Oxfordshire and now 
Northamptonshire as well. 

We have advisers in Banbury, 
Abingdon and 
Witney and have 
opened a new 
office in Market 
Square Brackley. 

Owned by Kevin 
McRobie and 
Adam Messer 
the company 
has grown 
significantly over 
recent years 
servicing clients 
both locally and 



nationally. 

Both Kevin 
and Adam 
have extensive 
experience 
coming from 
the corporate worlds of estate 
agency and building societies and 
have a strong belief in making sure 
the service provided to 
their clients goes beyond 
what is commonly 
experienced in the High 
Street. They have a teom 
of staff with them, all 
with a similar customer 
service philosophy. They 
pride themselves on 
speaking to ail of their 
clients every year and 
making sure their current 
and future mortgage 
and protection needs 
are met. 


mcroble 

tailored MORIGWE 
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Both Kevin and Adam live 
locally and are well known to 
local businesses related to the 
mortgage market. Jeremy Vessey 
of Ankers commented: 'from our 
point of view we know that when 
McrobieAdams are providing the 
mortgage and protection advice 
for our client we know they are in 
good hands. They have clear lines 
of communication, which in our 
market is criticof and we have no 
issues recommending their 
services to our clients'. 

confmues fo be an exciting 
year for McrobieAdams with further 
growth pians forecast for the 
coming months. 


01295 271888 Email odrmin® mcrobieadams.co.uk ■. mcrobieadams.co.uk 



mcrobieadams 

TAILORED MORTGAGE ADVICE 

MORTGAGE AND PROTECTION ADVISERS 


r 1 


















All our ranges carry 
extensive guarantees 

Knowledgeable 


Gold Standard 
Delivery Service 
including full 
positioning and 
removal of packaging. 

Family business 
established in Banbury 
for over 25 years 


Opening Flours 

Monday - Saturday 9.00am - 5.15pm 
Sunday 10.00am - 4.00pm 
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The Best Furniture Brands 
And The Best Customer Service 


FAMILY FURNISHINGS 


Bennetts Family Furnishings Ltd 
Warwick Road, Banbury 0X16 2AB 


www.bennettsfurniture.co.uk 


01295 253220 
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Lfs/ng curves in the decor of your home 
can he a drffrcu/f and chaf/engfng fask. 
Birf If done well, curves can soften the 
took of a space, making if more relaxing 
and pleasing to the eye. Curves can a/so 
be used to lengthen a space or to lead 
your eye across the room to a chosen 
focal point. However, finding the right 
use for curves in your room takes some 
sfc/l/, espec/a/fy when we are used to 
looking at and using harsh tines to divide 
up our living spaces. Here are a few 
things to consider if you wish to introduce 
some sweeping curves /nfo you home* 


Furniture: Curves can be created in 
subtie ways in a room by addfng end 
tables, lamps or area rugs that feature a 
curved design. Curves used in this way 
work well In any room that has limited 
space as it will create a less constricted 
feeL 

Use curves to provide contrast: Curves 
can also be used to provide contrast if 
they are used in textured designs, wall 
coverings or fabrics. Placing curves near 
a bold textured wooden or metailic item 
wiil enhance the contrast further. This 
results in a softening effect on the room. 
Consider curves as a repeating motif in 
your space and throughout your home in 
varying degrees. 

Curved windows or accent lights: Curves 
that are incorporated into the house 
structure itself are not commonly seen. 
However, they do provide a timeless 
unique aspect when applied. Consider 
curved windows or accent lights that are 
circular-shaped for a unique look. Curves 
that appear in textured wail coverings 
also can provide a distinctive took. 

Create a focal point: 8y purchasing 
furniture or design elements that are 
curved, you can create a focal point 
for your room. A kitchen isiand with a 
curved base or a garden bench with a 
curved seat are both excelient ways to 
create focal points with curved objects. 


Arches and vaulted ceilings: 

Incorporating curves in the actual 
architecture of your home can help 
to create a unique design that reflects 
modern or traditional architecture style. 


There are numerous ways to step away 
from sfrafghf fines, wh/ch can often be 
quite jarring in a space, to fncorporate 
some flowing curves into your home. 
Whether you choose simpfe furnishings 
or more substantial curved arch/fecfure, 
there is a curve out there to suit you and 
your homes style perfecHy* 


ft/ver coffee tcrbJe 
by Chipp Designs 
fobovej, £749: 
sola and brass 
wall planter by 
"Rowen and Wren' 
(below), £42; brass 
wall tight by Mta 
Fleur (bottom left), 
£129.95: Yotsan 
Beam modern 
upholstered round 
bed (bottom right), 
£t40S 


































a union of^ 

Double ' 


Aviation ’ a 




Guests enjoyed two 
stunning locations in 
the Cotswolds for the 
wedding of George Martin 
and Karla Deir. They 
married at the historic 
St. Mary's Church, Bibury 
before walking to Bibury 
Court, a Jacobean manor 
house, for their reception. 


/mages by . - , 

Tudor Photography ' ^ *a : 


* ' - 'T 




George, from Williamscot, 
is part of his family's 
business which makes, 
restores and deals in 
double basses while 
Karla from Witney, works 
In her family's aviation 
company, based near 
Oxford. 


■ ' 




Over 180 guests attended ^ 
the wedding breakfast 


with a further 
70 joining 
the evening 
celebrations 
which featured a 


seven piece jazz 
band. 


The couple, who 
met through their 
iove of horses and 
dressage, have 
made their home 
in Cropredy. 
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/eft from top: ihe groom 
George Martin, with Aiex 
Jesseff, 7affq Deir, Ben 
Longworth & best man 
Dave Tiliy: George & Karia; 
church flowers by Lyn 
Elmore & Lfnden French; 
olive oil favours from the 
Deir famiiy farm in Amman, 
Jordan 


ieft to right from above: 

Sf. Mary's Church, Bibury; 
George & Karla with the 
drinks pony Jack Brock; 
7homas and Jane Martfn 
(groom's parents), George 
& Karia, laher and Marion 
Deir (bride^s parents); 
wedding cake by Denise 
Lewis; George & Karia 
with impressive Bibury 
Manor in the background 
dancing into the n^ghf; 
Matina Deiacovia, Oiivia 
Hazei, George & Karia, 
Lucy Morrison, BiUie Cox, 
Katarina Deir; George & 
Karla inside Bibury Manor; 
Matina Deiacovia, BUlle 
Cox, bride, Teak, Lucy 
Morrison, Olivia Hazei; the 
groom with best man Dave 
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End of year showcase 

celebrates launch of £5m media centre 



official opening of fhe £5m 
media cenfre by (from left 
to right), Victoria Prentls 
MP, Satty Dicketts and Paul 
/Vew/man from AcWate 
Learning, Lady Frances 
^orreil and Sir John SorreU 


performing arts students open fhe 
show with a ftashmob style dante 


fashion students showcase 
work on Ihe cafwalk 


fashion students showcase 
their work in a cafwolk show 
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A creative summer 
showcase marked the 
official opening of □ £5m 
media centre at Banbury 
and Bicester College. 

Victoria Prentis AAP, Sir 
John and Lady Frances 
Sorrell attended the 
launch of the new facility 
at the coilege's Banbury 
campus last month. 

The centre represents 
the final stage of a £12m 
investment in the campus 
over the last five years, 
which has included a 
full refurbishment of fhe 
creative arts centre and 
the opening of a new 
facility for motor vehicle 
training. 

The media centre, which 
opened to students 
earlier this year, now 
provides industry stondard 
facilities for programmes 
in creative media 
production, photography 
and graphic design, it 
includes a television 
studio, photographic 
dark room, Apple Mac 
suites and a cinema room 
and is a base for further 
and higher education 
programmes. 

Speaking at the event, 
Victoria Prentis MP said: 
''Banbury has such a tof 
going for if, buf speaking 
as a tocai girl I can say 
that we have nof always 
had the high aspirations 
for our young people that 
we should. Our young 
people are getting jobs 
when they complete their 
education, but they are 
nof always the best jobs 
that they could do. 

"That is why I am fhriiled to 
see the E12m investment 
that Activate learning 
has made in our town 
and In these educatlonai 
fac//ifres for our young 
people. Everyone here is 
really rooting for them and 
wants them to be fhe best 
that they can be. This new 
building will help them to 
succeed. " 





SPICED CHAI LATTE CAKE 

A delicious, lighUy spiced 
sponge using Drink Me 
Spiced Chai and Chai 
Latte buttercream Icing 
- Developed by Greaf 
Br/fjsh Bake Off contestant 
Chetna. 

Prep time: 20-25 minutes 
Cook time; 25-30 minutes 
Serves 6-8 people 

What you'// need: 

For the cake: 

ISOg unsalted butter 
180g golden caster sugar 
ISOg self raising flour 
50g almonds 
Yi tsp baking powder 
3 large eggs 
3 tbsp milk 
3 tbsp Drink Me 
Chai Spiced Chai 
Latte powder 
2 tbsp water 
2 tbsp toasted 
chopped 
hazelnuts 

For the icing: 

80g unsalted 
softened butter 
250g icing sugar 


1 tbsp Drink Me Chai 
Spiced Chai Latte powder 

2 tbsp milk 

2 tbsp toasted chopped 
hazelnuts 

A small piece of chocolate 

What to do: 

Preheat oven to 180'C. 
Butter and line 2x8 Inch 
round cake tins with baking 
parchment. 

In a large mixing bowl 
cream the butter and sugar 
until light and fluffy. 

in a separate bow! mix the 
flour, ground almonds, and 
baking powder. 

Beat the eggs 
into the butter 
one at a time, 
adding a 
spoonful of 
the flour mix 
after every 

egg. 

In a small 
cup put the 
Spiced Chai 
latte powder 
with the water 
and mix well. 





Add this chai latte 
to the cake mix with 
the milk, 

Now whisk it all 
together for a 
minute. 

Add the hazelnuts 
and fold them in. 

Pour the mixture into 
the 2 prepared tins 
equally and bake 
for 25 - 30 minutes or 
until done. 

Leave to cool on a 
wire rack, once coo! 
remove from the tin. 

In a large bowl whisk 
the butler and icing 
sugar together. 

Now add the Spiced 
Chai latte powder 
and the milk. 

Whisk it well, till it 
forms a lovely butter 
Icing - the more you mix II 
the fluffier It will get. 

Place one cake on a 
serving plate, put half 
the Icing on top of it and 
spread it evenly. Sprinkle 


the chopped hazelnuts 
on it, now place the other 
cake on top. Spread the 
remaining icing over It, 
grate some chocolate on 
lop of the cake and serve 


Betts 


2 Church Lane . Banbury , Oxon . 0X16 SLR 
Tel: 01295 262387 . Fax: 01295 262387 

www.ste ve bettsbu tchers^co, u k 


_ ■ 
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Family Butchers 


Pleased to meet you! 

... and meat to please you 



Greedy Carver Free Range Ducks and Chickens, 
Local Beef from Mark Stroud, Chacombe 
Cotswold Spring Lamh.. 
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BEETROOT, 
ROCKET AND 
PECAN SALAD 


150g pecan nuts, toasted 
and roughly chopped 

What fo do: 


For the 
dressing: 

1 tbsp olive oii 

2 tbsp freshly 
squeezed 
orange juice 
2 tbsp cider 
vinegar 

1 tsp Dijon 
mustard 
1 tbsp runny 
honey 


Whisk the dressing 
ingredients together or 
shake in a iidded Jar. Cut 
the beetroot into halves 
or quarters or slices, 
depending on the size. 

To serve, piace the rocket 
into a large mixing bowi. 
Pour over the dressing 
and toss iightiy. 

Layer the rocket leaves 
with the beetroot, 
crumbied feta and pecan 


SUCCULENT BBQ ROAST What to do 


A summer roast, best 
served outside with 
the deiiciousiy iemony 
potatoes and a big 
cheesy, nutty saiad, is 
surprisingiy good... 

Whaf you 7/ need: 

2 tbsp oii 

1 tbsp grainy mustard 

2 tbsp dark brown sugar 

2 tbsp soy sauce 

3 crushed gariic cioves 
Bunch of rosemary, 
chopped 

2 giasses red wrne 
A joint of meat - rib of 
beef, a ieg of lamb or a 
whole chicken, aii are 
equaliy perfect. Pian 
your cooking time for a 
medium joint, 20 minutes 
per 500g. 


Start the day before by 
marinading the meat. 

Put you joint into a large 
food bag. Then mix ali the 
other ingredients together 
in a bowl, making sure 
they are weil combined. 
Pour the mix into the bag, 
tie the bag and squish it 
around to cover the meat 
compieteiy. Leave for 24 
hours and every time you 
pass it, give it another 
squish. 

You've pianned you time 
for the weight of the joint, 
so aii you need to do is 
put it on the barbecue, 
put the iid on and pour 
yourseif a nice glass of 
wine whiie you wait for 
the miracie to happen - 
which it does* 


450g ready-to-eat 
beetroot 

200g bag rocket ieaves 
200g traditionai feta, 
crumbied 


nuts on a big platter. 
Serve Immediately. 

Aii recipes serve six, or 
more, depending on how 
hungry you afi are! 
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BLUE CHEESE DIP 

What you'/rileed: 

250g Stilton 
200g Creme fraiche 
1 red onion, chopped 
50g butter 


A dash of olive oil 
1 tbsp dark brown sugar 


sugar and keep stirring 
over a low heat until 
the sugar dissolves. Mix 
with the creme fraiche. 
Finally, crumble the stiton 
and mix into the sauce - i 
fantastic! wm 


What to do 


fry the onion in the 
butter and oil gently until 
browned, then add the, 
























basket - how deliciously mistaken I 
was! 

The interior of the Fox and Hounds 
has been completely transformed 
and as soon as you come into the 
pub you know you're in for a good 
night. It has that modern 'toned 
down' look that graces better 
pubs in the Four Shires and totally 
dispenses with the yellow pine that 
used to feature In the tired old Fox 
and Hounds. 

On the night we visited the pub 
was very full. We asked to dine 
in the bar as I enjoy eating in a 
room with atmosphere and there 
was plenty of that in the bar. We 
needn't have worried however, as 
the restaurant (on the right as you 
come into the pub) was packed 
and fuf] of cheerfui voices too. 

As well as on extensive menu that 
is changed regularly, we were 
delighted to see a daily 'specials' 
board, from where I chose my 
starter - a nice potted shrimp and 
seafood mixture that went very 
well with crisped up ciabatta. My 
partner went for the chicken fiver, 


W hen I was smaller, my 

father used to joke about 
the telecommunications 
mast at Heilidon, north of Banbury. 
Looming in the distance he 
would refer to it as a giant stick of 
asparagus and like finding gold at 
the end of a rainbow, he said you 
would be sure to find good food 
near the mast. 

Oh how I laughed as a nipper.,. 

Well the Joke's on me now, for he 
has been proved absolutely right. 
Some of the very best food you will 
find in the Four Shires is now being 
served at the Fox and Hounds in 
Charwelton, not three miles from 
the tower. 
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The Fox and 
Hounds in 
Charwefton 
has been an 
Inn since 1871 
and has seen 
many changes 
over the years. 
Refurbished 
in 2013 by the 
villagers, with 
a makeover in 
early 2016, the Fox and Hounds 
re-opened its doors in February this 
year. 


New owners David and Sarah 
Webster have moved to the area 
having run pubs and restaurants 
in several locations south of 
Northamptonshire and their 
expertise is clearly manifest with 
glorious food, wine, atmosphere 
and service at the new Fox and 
Hounds. 


To be absolutely honest, when I 
learned that 1 was heading out to 
Charwelton for my Friday evening 
supper, I had visions of pub food 
appearing. I braced myself for 
scampi and chips or chicken in the 
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bacon, poached egg and salad - 
thJs was gorgeous. 

I asked Davfd to recommend my 
mafn course and he pointed me 
towards the duck supper - I am so 
gfad he did. The meal consisted 
of duck prepared in a number of 
different ways. David told me that 
this diish is one that has remained a 
constant, featuring in his previous 
venues. I can see why. As weli as a 
deltctously moist breast, the duck is 
served as a confit, a faggot and a 
gorgeous hash. This dish was truly 
superb. 

Before starting the duck i was in 
a quandary regarding my wine. I 
didnq like the idea of a red to go 
with my potted shrimp and a white 
with the duck wasn't going to work. 
Luckily for me, David is a sommelier 
and was happy to serve two 
smaller glasses of wine to partner 
the two dishes and they matched 
up very well indeed. The white with 
the potted shrimp was a buttery 
'Boulevard Napoleonh a Grenache 
that smoothly compiemented the 
buttered, potted shrimp. The red 
was a New Zealand Marlborough 
estate - not the rightiy iauded 
white, but a ' Drylands' pinot noir. 
The duck matched up very well. 

My partner chose the ribeye steak 
for a main - there were absolutely 
no complaints there - it was very 
good. 

Throughout our super evening 
David made it very plain that there 
was nothing he wouldn't do to 
make the stay more enjoyable. My 
partner, who prefers gluten free 
dishes was talked through what 
could sensibly be prepared for her. 
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He offered to prepare dishes 
that weren't necessarily on 
the menu as well, basically the 
staff at the Fox and Hounds 
would go out of their way to 
help... this isn't always the 
case. 


The vegetables came from an 
allotment, where practical, 
and David made the point 
his bread was made on the 
premises. 'It took us a little while to 
come up with the perfect recipe, 
but once perfected, we were 
happy,' he said. 


As for dessert, well, I have to say 
I was so taken with the duck that 
I passed on this, but Kate went 
for the raspberry crdme brulee. I 
helped her with this and I was glad 
I did ’ another delicious dish. 


David made the point during the 
evening that people like to be the 
first to 'discover' a very good new 
eaterie. Well he was right - we 


Now you know as well! 

To have a good look at the menu 
at the Fox and Hounds visit www. 
foxandhoundscharwelton.co.uk ^ 
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Foxi^ Hounds 


01327 260 611 

lancllord'fft'oxandhoundscharvvclton.co.uk 
wwloxandhoundschanvclton. CO .uk 


Come dine with us 
and enjoy the tastiest, 
most scrumptious 
food made using the 
freshest ingredients 
sourced locally 



OFF your total bill when 

ft'' 

you dine with us until 
4th September 2016 



To take advantage of this offer 
please book 24 hours in advance 
and quote “SHIRES” 




t Tills can not he used in 
coiijujielkiji with any 
otlier olftrr 


Opening Hours 

Monday to Thursday 11:00am In u:o{)pni 
Friday Saturday iiitjoain U) ixoQam 
Sunday 12:0011111 to 6:00pm 


Our kilelien is Open 

Monthly to Thursday i2:otipm to 2:30pm 
& 6:00 pm to 9:00pm 

Friday® Saturday i2:oopiii to 3:t}opm 
& 6 :ooihii to loiotiiim 

Sunday 12:00pm to 4:00pm 



Craft Beers 

Hand-Pulled 

Cai’efiillv 

Large Collection 


& Ciders 

Real i\les 

Selected Wines 

of (fins 


Fflx ^ Hounds Banbuiy Road Chanvelton NNii 3\y 


« foxandhoiindscharw 
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John Burton-Race 

at Parlour Farm Kitchens 

in Cirencester 



T his July, well-known celebrity 
chef and realty TV star, 

John Burton-Race, will be 
delivering a cooking demonstration 
at Parlour Farm Kitchens in 
Cirencester. 

Using one of Parlour Farm's stunning 
bespoke kitchen designs, John will 
cook in the showroom in front of an 
audience of Invited guests, who wili 
be treated to an evening of good 
food and plenty of hints and tips for 
the kitchen! 

After all his years working in 
restaurants, John knows what 
makes a good kitchen and how 
important a thoughtfully designed 
space Is, whether you're cooking In 
a professional capacity or at home. 
Whilst there are obvious differences 
between the two, John believes 
that a good kitchen designer 
shouid not be underestimated; 
when you pay for a bespoke 
kitchen you are getting a level of 
expertise that the mass-produced 
kitchens just cannot compete 
with. It Is the assurance that 
you will get not only top-quality 
craftsmanship, but also designers 
who understand the importance 
that the functionality and flow in a 
space can have on the enjoyment 
for the user. 

Owner of Parlour Farm Kitchens, 
Dino Mussell (above), is an 
experienced hotelier, having 
owned and run The Wild Duck 
Inn in Cirencester for a number of 
years, and Is delighted that John 
will be there, “H is a real honour to 
welcome John Into the showroom. 
We are very much looking forward 
to the evening and are thrilied to 
be comb/nmg our fcrtchens w/fh 
the food of such a talented and 
respected chef." 

For Mussell, Parlour Farm was a 
step away from the comfort of the 


hospitality industry, but never-the- 
fess, an exciting and challenging 
new venture. Mussell explains 
further, "'The move was also 
motivated by more than just good 
business-sense; it was a promise to 
my dear friend, Nick Grunfeld, who 
had made the business the success 
it is today. Facing terminal cancer, 
Nick had feared the demise of 
Parlour Farm after his death, so had 
fumed fo his friends in fhe hope that 
someone woufd be in a position to 
invest and continue his legacy." 

With MusseIJ's experience and 
passion for Front of House, he knew 
that whilst the product might be 
different, customer service is still 
vital to the success of the business, 
which is something John Burton- 
Race knows oniy too well after ali 


his years in the hospitality Industry 
and another reason he wanted to 
collaborate with Parlour Farm. 

John wili be creating a number 
of delicious dishes for his cooking 
demonstration at Parlour Farm 
Kitchens. These dishes include 
Bibury smoked trout with 
horseradish cream, a deiicious 
spiced pork belly and a mouth¬ 
watering raspberry souffle. 

John will be using local produce 
from Bibury Trout Farm in 
Cirencester and a seiection of 
meats from Steve Waiter Rose 
Butchers in Wiltshire, who have 
had a lasting relationship with Dino 
from his days running The Wild Duck 
Inn and were keen to support the 
event. A 
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Wines 


of the 


FOUR SHIRES 

MAGAZJNE 


Summer time and the 
living's easy - or should be, 
subject to the vagaries of 
the English Summer. Whether 
it's a scorcher or a washout, 
these highly enjoyable and 
affordable wines will tingle the 
taste buds and raise spirits. 


VAL DO XULIANA ALBARINO 2015 


Don't wait till August 1st, 
Mational Albarino Day 
to enjoy this wonderful 
wine. 


the cooler climes of 


Lazy, warm sunny days 
call for zingy, refreshing 
tipples, and this crisp 
and vibrant white from 


Rias Baixas in Worth- 
West Spain, definitely fits 
the bill. The grapes are 
carefully handpicked 


before the 


a short time ageing on 
its lees, adding depth and 
texture. The result is a delicious 
wine with fresh and zesty arornas 
with notes of peach and grapefruit. 
Peach notes follow on the palate 
with a racy lemon sherbet twist 
and a minerality that lingers on the 
finish. 

The perfect partner to seafood 
dishes, drink now until 2017. ABV: 
12 . 0 %. 

At SH Jones Wines E10.99. Six bottle 
case discount at £9.89 per bottle. 

MEDlTERRANfE ROS£ 2015 
IGP 

Produced by La Cave Les 
Coteaux du Rhone, this 
light and delicate rose 
comes from the famous 
vineyards located along 
the Rhone river around the 
charming, medieval village 
n du 


Comtat, where the vines 
are nourished by the 
region's bountiful sun and rich 
and varied terroir. 

This popular rose/blush IGP - Vin 
de Pays de Mediterranee - is a 
blend of Grenache and Syrah, with 
attractive aromas of rose petals 
and dry, wild red berry flavours, 
with a refreshing touch of saltiness. 
A wine to quaff with friends, it's 
made for drinking now, and will 
happily match BBQ red meats 
with Mediterranean herbs, as well 
as salads and pasta dishes. ABV: 
12.5% 

At SH Jones Wines £6.99. Six bottle 
case discount at £6.29 per bottle. 


WHISKY TASTING 

Friday 15th July 
7 pm-9pm 

SH Jones W/rres CeJfar 
Shop, Banbury 

The Cellar Shop's 
next whisky tasting 
will shine a light on 
one of Speyside's 
finest distilleries. The 
Balvenie. Starting 
with the 12 year old 
Doublewood and 
working through to the 
21 year old Port Wood 
Finish, this promises to 
be an evening not to 
be missed. Tickets £25. 

Contact Gavin or 
Freddie on 01295 
672296, email retail® 
shjones.com or drop 
in to: The Cellar 
Shop, Tramway Road, 
Banbury 0X16 5TLJ. 

To keep in touch with 
SH Jones Wines events: 
WWW. shjo nes. com/ 
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If Samuel Pepys was making 
hts way through the Tour Shires 
countryslcfe and stumbled upon 
The Red Lion at Ifmington he would 
feel very much at home. The gin 
and alehouse, just a few 
miles from Shlpston on Stour 
holds a 'VIP Gin Club' every 
month where members are 
invited along to try some 
of the many gins kept at 
the pub. Whilst not quite 
'Gin Laneh the Warwickshire 
gin and alehouse offers the 
chance to try some of the very 
best on offer. 

June's meeting of the 'VIP 
Gin Club' was hosted by John 
Freeland of CA Rookes of 
Stratford upon Avon, and guests 
tasted a Rock Rose spring edition 
gin, Daffy's gin and a London 
Number 1. 


Landlady Vikki Amiss commented: 
'we took over the Red Lion at the 
end of fast year and established 
the gin club quite recently. Every 
month we run tastings where we try 
two or three gins with some nibbles 
too.' 


The most popular gfn at The Red 
Lion is a wonderfully fruity gin - 
Brockmans. It's worth a visit to The 
Red Lion in llmington for a glass of 
that alone! 


left to right, from fop: Red L/on - fhe 
gin and afehouse /n timington near 
Shlpston; John Freeiand of CA Rookes 
wine merchants of Stratford upon 
Avon; Mark and Gloria O' Dowd 
Booth; Mike Yorke, Karen Peachey 
and Vikki Amiss; Dee Tustin and 
Barbara W//f/iams; Matiida and Adrian 
Wiiison and Mike Lane 
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^ ven though this year marks the 400th 
^ anniversary of his death, it's not ali 
-/Shakespeare at Stratford this summer, in 
the Royal Shakespeare Company's smaller 
theatre, the Swan, there have been three 
superb productions of plays by his 
contemporaries in Elizabethan era 
^ drama - two of which are still running 
\ and going on into early August before 

\ \ moving to the Barbican in London for 
the following month. 

jt \ Unfortunately, one of these plays 
\ which has now gone for good is 
1^ the version of Don Quixote that 

^ was newly adapted for the stage 
J^mes Fenton and directed by 
Angus Jackson to mark the 400th 
1^ anniversary of Miguel Cervantes'^ 

_ death, which was coincidental 

with that of Shakespeare, of 
course. So unfortunately, if you 
missed it and enjoy a good 
comedy, then you have every 
reason to feel sorry for yourself* 

Oavid Threlfall brilliantly played 
the title character, returning to 
Stratford for his first role at the 
iL^jHratTlRSC since the highly acclaimed 

original version of W/chofas 
Nickieby back in 1982. Rufus 

u n d 

Sancho 


at the theatre 
with bruce cox 


photography: 
Helen Maynard 


^ together 
they made 
a brilliant 
pairing that kept 
the comedic 
momentum 
going from start 
to finish. 


David Jhreffail 
return&d to the 
RSC to play 
Don Quixote 


^JULY 2 


SHIK 













THEATRE 


H 




Top marks too for the production's 
designer, Robert innes Hopkins, 
assuming that it was he who 
came up with the ideas for the 
construction of the horse and 
donkey bidden' by the Don and 
Sancho. They iooked like dining 
room chairs that had been taken 
apart and re-assembied in a 
haphazard order completely 
different from the originals ...along 
with some new additionai parts of 
a wheelbarrow from who knows 
wherel Highly original and visually 
amusing too... 

Cervantes' comic novel is widely 
regarded as one of the foundation 
stones of modem fiction and has 
inspired many further variations 
on its story both in literature and 
on stage and screen, such as 
the multiple award-winning 1965 
Broadway musical The Man from 
La Mancha (also a 1972 movie) 
with its famous hit song. Dream the 
impossible Dream, that perfectly 
sums up the ethos of its principal 
character. 

The story centres around the 
adventures, or rather the 
misadventures, of Don Quixote, 
an aging Spanish landowner in 
a remote village up on the high 
central plains of La Mancha. After 
a lifetime of reading books on 
the heroism and derring-do of the 
age of chivalry, the elderly Don 
Quixote decides that it is time to 
embark on a quest of his own. 
Taking up a lance and sword, he 
sets out to become a ■^knight errant' 
- a wandering knight just like the 
heroes from his books, with the 
intention of defending the helpless 
and vanquishing the wicked 
wherever he sees the need to do 
so. Unfortunately, these situations 
are more in his mind than in the 
actuality. 


That episode has resulted in our 
vocabulary now including the 
phrase 'tilting at windmills' which 
has come to mean either reacting 
to what seems like a potentially 
confrontational situation that 
doesn't actually exist or fruitlessly 
attempting to change a situation 
that is unchangeable. 

There is certainly an element of 
pathos in the Don Quixote tales, 
which means that there are 
many these days who see them 
not Just as comedy but also a 
work that provides a framework 
for a sympathetic assessment of 
dementia. Which can only be a 
good thing, even though Cervantes 
certainly never intended his book 
as anything more than a collection 
of stories to amuse the reader. ► 

from top: big problems for Don 
Quixote and Sancho Pania; Rufus 
Hound as Sancho Pania and David 
Threifa// as Don Quixote; tilting at 
wtndmiiisl Don Quixote and Sancho 
Pania 


Hopelessly unprepared 
and increasingly losing 
his grip on reality, he 
travels across Spain on 
his old horse, Rocinante, 
with his faithful ^squire' 

Sancho Panza following 
on a donkey. Sancho, in 
fact, is not under the same 
illusion as his deluded 
master but a servant who 
realises that travelling with 
the Don will be a lot more 
fun than staying home with the wife! 
Together, they experience a serious 
of calamitous adventures resulting 
from the Don's misreading of 
normal everyday situations and his 
regarding them as being in need of 
heroic and chivalric intervention. 


Even in today's smartphone and 
wi<fi tablet age, there surely can 
be few people of reading age who 
aren't familiar with the name of Don 
Quixote and at least the episode in 
the stories where he launches an 
attack on a group of windmills in 

the belief that they were a 
race of giants threatening 
the local population with 
their warlike whirling arms. 
Galloping up to them 
and spearing his lance 
into one of the rotating 
sails, he is lifted out of 
the saddle of his old nag, 
whirled through the air and 
deposited with a thump 
back on the reality of the 
solid, sun-baked Spanish 
earth. 
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no 

Shakespeare 

at 

The Swan 


Finally, another diversion into 
Don Qu/xofe and the English 
vocabulary. For as well as giving 
us the 'lilting at windmills' phrase, 
it has also given us the adjective 
quixotic that is routinely used to 
describe an endeavour that was 
never likely to be successful. 

An endeavour that would be 
“extremely idealistic; unrealistic 
and Impracticar to quote the 
Oxford Dictionary, 

Which bit of gratuitous information 
neatly links us to the next play 
in this group - Doctor Fausfus by 
Christopher Marlowe - as this 
too has given us a much-used 
adjective. To describe a situation 
as faustian implies one in which 
an ambitious person surrenders all 
moral integrity in order to achieve 
power and success but then has to 
contend with, and ultimately give 
way to, the destructive issues that 
this decision can set in motion. 


Marlowe's Docfor Faustus is 
one of the most controversial of 


Doii Common 
(Siobhan McSweeney) 
takes advantage of the vain Sk 
Epicure Mammon (ian Redford) 
in The Atchemist 


The Tragical History of the 
Life and Death of Doctor 
Fausfus, commonly referred 
to simply as Doctor fausfus. 
is Christopher Marlowe's version of 
an older German 'morality fable', 
the actual origins of which are 
unknown. 


Marlowe, famously died at just 29 
years old when he was stabbed 
in a tavern brawl in 1594. Prior to 
that he had been a charismatic 
man about London in the late 
Elizabethan period and had been 
accused of all kinds of murky things 
including being a closet Catholic. 
Which was not a good thing to be in 
those turbulent religious times only 
a matter of three or four years after 
Spain had sent its ill-fated Armada 
in an attempt to reclaim Protestant 
England for the Pope. 


impact enough on the 
public consciousness to do 
the same. 

Certainly. I've never 
seen anything described 
as 'Macbethian' 
or 'Hamletian' and 
'Caesarean' is a whole 
different thing. The 
only one I can think of 
is puckish - after the 
supernatural mischief 
maker in M/dsummer 
Wight's Dream. Rather 
amazing considering how 
many words and phrases 
were actually introduced 
into our vocabulary by 
Shakespeare. But no 
doubt some readers who 
are better read than I 
will write in with many 
more suggestions. So, 
meanwhile, back to the Job 
in handl 

DOCTOR FAUSTUS 


Whatever else he may have been, 
the successes of his plays like 
lambur/a/ne, The Jew of Malta and, 
of course. Doctor fausfus. meant 
that Marlowe enjoyed the respect 
and admiration of both the public 
and his peers, not only during his 
short adult life but also after his 
death. Right up to the present day, 
in fact, when many scholars credit 
him as being a major Influence on 
Shakespeare's work. And there 
are many others, of the conspiracy 
theorist persuasion, who still 
contend that Marlowe faked his 
own death and carried on writing 
under the notable pseudonym of 
William Shakespeare! Not a subject 
for discussion here! 

In the real world of Elizabethan 
theatre, Ben Jonson wrote of 
"Marlowe's mighty line" and 
Shakespeare too was an avowed 
admirer. One of the many evident 
tributes paid by him as proof of this 
was in As You Lfke if, wherein he 
included the line 'Who ever loved 
that loved not at first sight?' in a 
speech by the shepherdess Phebe 
(in disguise as the boy Ganymede 
when she first sets eyes on Rosalind 
in the Forest of Arden). 

Many people, myself included, 
originally regarded that quotation 
as simply another wonderful 
romantic line by the immortal Bard. 
Now we have learned better and 
know that not only was it taken 
directly from Marlowe's Hero and 
Leander but that Shakespeare went 
on in the following text of his play 
to include cloaked references that 
would have been clear enough 
at the time to make sure that 
playgoers would be under no 
illusion as to whom he was giving 
credit. 


And now, I digress. Thinking of 
these adjectives that arrived by 
way of characters from the works 
of Cervantes and Marlow, I idly 
began wondering how many of 
Shakespeare's characters had 


Marlowe was also 
rumoured to be the agent 
provocateur responsible 
for posting notices around 
London {anonymous but 
suspiciously erudite in 
their phrasing) attacking 
the beliefs of Dutch 
Protestants. And finally, 
totally on the other side of 
the coin, he was even said 
to have been a Protestant 
spy! 
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Sandy Grierson fn Doctor Faustus 









Elizabethan plays, with scholars 
still prepared to debate the many 
possible strands of points raised by 
the text. It is obviously a polemic 
against greed but there are obvious 
underlying sub-texts including 
the existence and nature of a 
conscience and the dangers of 
vanity leading to megalomania as 
illustrated by the oft-quoted maxim 
that 'absolute power corrupts 
absolutely'. 

My own interpretation {and I'm 
sure that I am not alone in this) 
is that the play's alleged servant 
of the Devil, Mephistophilis, is 
actually the alter ego of Faustus. 

To some degree both his wavering 
conscience and certainly his 
unconscious 'dark side'. And 
something along those lines would 
also seem to be the feeling of 
director Maria Aberg, as in this RSC 
production she has made the two 
roles interchangeable. 

Sandy Grierson and Oliver Ryan are 
sharing the roles of Doctor Faustus 
and Mephistophilis. And each night, 
the decision as to who plays which 
role is made live on stagel Both 
actors enter, fight a match and 
watch it burn. Whoever's match 
goes out first "loses' and will play 
the damned Doctor. 

Despite its sub-textual elements, 
the story of Faustus is essentially a 
simple one. Faustus is a brilliant but 
embittered academic, a soiitary 
scholar who feels that he has 
exhausted the confines of human 
knowledge. Frustrated with the 
futility of religion, law and science 
he is desperate for a deeper 
understanding of the universe - 
although mainly for the worldwide 
fame that it will bring him. 

Risking everything, he resorts to 
necromancy, conjures up the 
demon Mephistophilis and asks 
him to strike a deal with his master, 
Lucifer. Absolute knowledge and 
infinite power for 24 years is the 
offer that he gets from the Devil... 
but that is in exchange for his soul. 

Despite being tormented by 
doubt, Faustus agrees to the deal 
and signs in blood. But after at 
first revelling In his new powers, 
Faustus comes to realise that 
with such knowledge and power 
come responsibilities that are too 


THEATRE 


much for him to 
cope with. He 
loses control, the 
world around him 
starts to collapse 
and the clock 
inexorably counts 
down to the 
final moment of 
reckoning. 




Following a run 
at the Swan 
Theatre until 
August 4th, Doctor 
Faustus will transfer 
to London's 
Barbican for a 

limited season from September 7th 
to October 1 st. 

THE ALCHEMIST 

Ben Jonson was born nine years 
after Shakespeare but actually 
outlived him by more than twenty 
years. He was also a dramatist 
and lyric poet, and is generally 
regarded, says Encyclopaedia 
Brittanica, as the second most 
important English playwright 
{after Shakespeare) during the 
Jacobean period that began with 
the accession of James 1st to the 
English throne in 1901 .Among his 
major plays are the comedies are 
Vo/pone (1605), The Sifenf M/oman 
{1609), The Afchemist (1610). and 
Barfhofomew Fair (1614). 


4 ^ 
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famous alchemist who could not 
only influence happenings in the 
future but who had also achieved 
the ultimate in alchemy...the 
transmutation of normal metals into 
goldl 

Soon every knock at the front door 
is another unwitting victim begging 
to be relieved of their cash. Things 
couldn't be going better for the 
gleeful trio until they receive a very 
unwelcome visitor when the master 
of the house comes home earlier 


The A/chem/st is currently playing at 
the Swan and, like so many of the 
Jacobean comedies, is a bawdy 
romp from start to finish. London 
must have been fun to be in at the 
start of the 17th century...that is if 
you were fortunate enough not to 
contract either the plague or the 
poxi 

Both feature in The A/chem/sf and 
the story actually begins when 
London is hit by an outbreak of 
the plague, forcing the wealthy 
AAr Lovewit to flee to the country, 
leaving his townhouse in the hands 
of his trusted butler, Jeremy. 

But no sooner has his master 
left than Jeremy begins turning 
the house into a den of criminal 
activity. Assuming an alias, he 
recruits fellow con man Subtle and 
prostitute Doll Common to help 
him and sets out to rip-off half 
of London by putting the word 
out that the house was that of a 


than expected... 

Polly Findlay directed Jonson's 
hilarious satire in a rip-roaring 
manner that revelled in just how 
vain we humans can be...and how 
quickly vanity and greed can part 
foolish people from their money 
and possessions. Nowadays, of 
course, our thieving trio wouldn't 
need to take over a house to run 
their scam...a website would do just 
fine! 

Following a run at the Swan Theatre 
until August 6th, The A/chemisf will 
transfer to London's Barbican for a 
limited season from September 2nd 
to October 1st. 

More details on all productions at 
Stratford and in London can be 
found on the RSC website: 
www.rsc.org.uk 

above; Mark iockyer in The 
AichBmist; Ken Nwosu as Jeremy, the 
rascaity butier fn The Aichemist 
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LOOKING BACK 


BANBURY SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 


These fantastic 
pictures show the 
Banbury Symphony 
Orchestra back in the 
1970's. We wonder 
if any of our readers 
can identify any of 
the members or give 
us further information 
about where the 
orchestra practiced 
and indeed if they are 
still going in any form 
today? 

Contact Cathy@ 
fourshries.co.uk if 
you have any further 
information 
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LOOKING BACK 




BANBURY 
CROSS 

PLAYERS AND 
TRAIN AT QUAINTON, 
1989 


These fab 


photographs show 
a group of actors 
from Banbury Cross 
Players posing next to 
a glorious steam train 
in 1989. We wonder if 


these may have been 
taken for promotional 
purposes for one of 
the amateur dramatic 


society's shows? 
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with maggle Chaplin 




ary Ann Horton 
wasn't a looker. She 
acknowledged as 
much herseir, and a woman 
in 19lh century London was 
married if not for her iooks, 
then for her money, and Mary 
Ann had plenty of that. She was a weaithy 
heiress and was astute enough to realise that 
she'd be a potential magnet for ne'er do well 
fortune hunters. She resolved never to marry 
anyone who wanted her for her riches, and 
turned her attention to helping good causes 
instead. Centuries later we can indirectly enjoy 
the benefits ot that decision. One of Mary 
Ann's projects was to set up a hospital to serve 
Banbury and villages within a ten mile radius, it 
was named after her and we still know it as The 
Horton. 


What connection did Mary Ann have with the 
Banbury area and where did her wealth come 
from? It was ail down to her father William, 
who came here to escape the consequences 
of his mis-spent youth, and who, because of 
his ingenuity and dogged determination had 
amassed a vast fortune by the time he was 40. 

William Horton was born in Leicestershire and 
was baptised in April 1744. After leaving schooi 
he probably worked for a number of years 
for his father who was a brewer. It appears 
that when he turned 21 he had a change of 
heart and took a seven year blacksmith's 
apprenticeship, and it was this decision that 
provided him with the skills that would later 
serve him in such good stead. One of the 
conditions imposed on apprentices, who 
usually started their training at the younger 
age of 14, was that they were not allowed to 
marry. This presented William with a dilemma. 
As a result of his amorous attentions a young 
woman of his acquaintance became pregnant 
and he had a choice to make. 

The legal options were: abandon his 
apprenticeship and marry his lover- continue 
his training and support the child finonclGliy 
until it was of an age to go to work, or, failing 
either of those, face imprisonment. He decided 
instead to flee and left Leicestershire and 
went to Chacombe (known as Chalcam at 
that time). Why there? Probably because 
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his younger brother 
^ Joseph had already 
settled in the village 
£ because there 

A was work available 

i \ 1 nearby Middleton 

/ Cheney, which had 

I a flourishing trade in 

P framework knitting of 

^ ^ silk stockings. 

William started work as 
a frame repairer and 

setter-up and he gained a detailed knowledge 
of how the knitting machines worked. He 
was convinced he could do better and was 
determined to design and build a frame that 
would work faster. There was another problem 
he sought to address too - that of keeping 
one'^s socks up. 

Today we're used to self-supporting hosiery, 
thanks largely to the incorporation of elastic 
yarn, although in some quarters stockings and 
even occasionally socks are still held up by 
suspenders. In William Horton's day neither 
elastic nor suspenders had been invented. You 
relied on garters to stop your leg wear finishing 
up round your ankles and of course the garters 
weren't elasticated either. They were often just 
a ribbon tied above or below the knee. 


Silk has little or no clinging power and nobody 
likes wrinkly knees and ankles. 

"ff on/y," William must have thought, coufd 
devise a way to rrrcorporafe a stretchy quattty 
mfo the kntl." 

Eventually he succeeded. He worked hard in 
his spare time to design and build a new type 
of frame that would be capable of producing 
the improvements he sought to achieve. Then 
financial disaster struck. 


A standard model stocking frame that he 

was delivering to a client by 
packhorse became dislodged 
from the animal's back, fell to 
the ground and was damaged 
f IH to the tune of what today would 

I ■ be around E800 - an £800 that 

i ' ' ■ William didn't have. Did he 
I P| consider another clandestine 

I flight to escape trouble? Perhaps 
D , J but fortunately a wealthy friend 
11 fS" 1 came to his rescue. ^ 


ma/n image: fhe Horton famfiy 
fomb at Middfefon Cheney 

fnsefs, from top: the a/mshouses at 
Mtddtefon Cheney funded by Mary 
Ann Horton; Mary Ann's fn/tiais on 
fhe date stone on the a/mshouses; 
fhe orlgfnat front entrance to the 
Horton Hospifat 
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Why there Is always a bed 
available at the Horton Hospiia! 
for any inhabitant of Middtetcn 
Cheney that needs it 

Back on track, he moved Xo 
London, where an established 
hosier, Richard Marsh, was 
impressed by his invention, and they 
set up a partnership in premises near 
St Paul's cathedrai. The business 
went from strength to strength, and 
by 1776 Horton, Marsh & Co was 
renowned amongst the gentry for 
the superior quality of their goods. 
The partners prospered, 

Wiiiiam clearly thought it was then 
appropriate to marry and settle 
down. He chose for his wife the 
heiress of a weaithy merchant, 
thereby cementing his position 
in society, His fortune grew and 
Wiiiiam bought properties in various 
parts of the country, inciuding the 
Chetwode estate near Banbury. 

His family also expanded. He and his 
wife Eiizabeth, had eight chiidren, 
one of whom died in infancy. Mary 
Ann was born In 1790. 


The business continued to flourish 
for many years, in London and in 
branches elsewhere, including in 
Middleton. Cheney, but the whoie 
enterprise ceased when William 
died In 1833. Sadly, most of his 
chiidren had predeceased him, his 
sons never married and his wife, 
Elizabeth, survived him by only 
two days, so his estate eventually 
passed to Mary Ann. 

There's no evidence that William 
Horton ever lived in the Banbury 
area after he bought his estate 
there, but although Mary Ann 
retained a house in Highbury in 
London, it seems she preferred 
the country. She became Lady of 
the Manor of Middfeton Cheney, 
inheriting the title from her father 


and built herself a large manor 
house. This has iong since been 
demolished. 

Mary Ann did a great deaf to heip 
the Inhabitants of the vifiage and 
was well respected. She funded 
the building of a row of almshouses, 
originally for estate employees, and 
gave generously to the extensive 
restoration of the parish church 
In 1865. Donations of clothing to 
needy children at the schooi were 
frequent, but of course, her most 
memorabie gift to the locality was 
the Horton hospital. 

it wasn't until she was in her late 70s 
that she decided to build a hospital 
for the inhabitants of Banbury and 
adjacent villages. She bought an 
eight acre piot that had oniy a 
barn and a hovel on site for £3,000, 
and set aside a further £7,000 for 
construction. There were to be two 
wards: one for men and one for 

women ” a proviso being that 
there shouid always be a bed 
avaliabie for any inhabitant 
of Middleton Cheney that 
needed It, and a dispensary 
was also part of the pian. 

For a penny per individual or 
threepence per family the 
working class could access 
advice, receive medicine, or If 
seriously ili be visited by a doctor. 

Building work began in 1869, but 
sadly Mary Ann didn't live to see the 
completion of her most ambitious 
project. She died in July of that 
year, but she had added a codicil 
to her wifi with detailed instructions 
regarding the hospital, which was 
opened in July 1872 by the Bishop of 
Oxford. 

Mary Ann was greatly respected 
by the community she served so 
generously, but it would seem 
that her wealth didn't bring her 
contentment. She had a title, a 
manor house, a home in London 
and could afford whatever wordly 
goods she might fancy, but she 
was probably, despite all her social 


contacts, lonely. As a child 
she'd lived In a bustling 
household surrounded by 
brothers and sisters. By 1846 
her parents and siblings 
were all dead - Mary Ann 
was the sole survivor. 

She clearly mourned her 
family deeply, perhaps more so 
as she aged. Although she still 
spent some of her time in London, 
Middleton Cheney was her home 
and in November 1865, around the 
time that restorations were being 
carried out at the church there, 
Mary Ann made an extraordinary 
decision. By this time she was 75 
and probably becoming aware of 
her own mortality. Perhaps she'd 
decided that she wanted to be 
buried with her close relatives, but 
didn't wont to flnish up in London 
in the family tomb in Holloway. So 
instead she had them all brought 
to her. She arranged for her parents 
and siblings to be disinterred and 
the cofflns transported to Middleton 
Cheney to be reburied in a specially 
designed Gothic tomb she had built 
for the purpose. 

It was an unusual event that most of 
the village turned out to attend and 
it's also recorded that many of the 
children were absent from school 
on the afternoon of 17th November 
1865 to attend the ceremony. If you 
stand near the ornate Horton tomb 
in the quiet churchyard of All Saints 
today it's hard to imagine what it 
was like with a crowd of people, 
probably muttering in subdued 
tones, and eight or ten coffins that 
were decades old being lugged 
across the grass and lowered into 
the vault in front of them. 

Mary Ann had her wish. When she 
died five yeors iater, ironicaiiy in 
Holioway, she was brought back 
and buried with her family. Her 
memoriai piaque is on the tomb 
beneath that of her parents. 

Perhaps we shouid be grateful that 
Mary Ann wasn't a beauty. A social 
butterfly might hove squandered 
her wealth on admirers and frippery 
and we wouldn't have had The 
Horton today, so maybe when 
you're on your way to Outpatients, 
pause in front of the Victorian 
frontage and spare a thought for 
Mary Ann who founded the hospital 
that we take for granted today. O 
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1: Brifish Bake/s; 2: Organhing 
committee (i-R) Caroline 
Livingstone, Peter Cox, Michelle 
Lewis, Graeme Laws, Plact 
Espejo, Sam Pickering, Shaun 
Fagan; 3: J D'Cruz in fhe frame/; 
4: W/nnerof/\2Dom/n/on New 
Business - J D'Cruz; 5: Winner 
of Bicester Vrs/on A Brcesfer 
Chamber Micro Business - Burgess 
Reciamation: 6: Wairaven Limited; 
7: Winner otSpratt Endicott fsfabkshed 
Business - Bhf;sh Bakete ltd; 8: Winner 
ofBeghroke Science Park innovation & 
Creativity - Wafraven Ltd: 9: Butterities 
Healthcare; TO: Winner of *Oxfordshire 
Apprenticeships' Apprenticeship of the 
year - High Spec Composites; 

11: Winner of Etiacotts Business Person 
of the Vear - Simon BUtcUffe, Wehmart 
Ltd: 12: Winner of Bicester Vi//age Befari 

- Andy's Barbers Shop; 73: Winner of 
Cherweil Disfricf Counci/ Charify & 
Community - Banbury & DisfricJ Bus 
Project: 74: kirsfy leahy, Banbury Sound; 
75: Winner of Acf/Vafe learning Banbury 
& Bicester Co//ege Employer of the Year 

- Wicho/sons Wursenes Lfd; 76: Winner 
of Oxlep Smaii Business - Sufferflies 
Healthcare 


Guests enjoyed a drinks reception foilowed by 
a sumptuous dinner before the awards were 
announced. The raffle raised £1,180.00 with all 
proceeds going to the winner of the Charity 
& Community Award, Banbury & District Bus 
Project. 


Images by Tudor Photography 


Over 220 guests attended the prestigious 
Cherweil Business Awards 2016, which was 
hosted in a beautiful marquee in the grounds of 
Begbroke Science Park. The event is organised 
by representatives from Bicester & Banbury 
Chambers of Commerce and local companies. 
There is a variety of categories which are 
sponsored by companies within the area 
and aii winners go through to the Oxfordshire 
Business Awards. 


Cherwell 
Business Awards 
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FIZZ 'N’ STICKS 




BUSINESS 


BUY-TO-LETS 

The government’s recent change 
to property fox is building pressure 
on landlords. Many have indicated 
that they will sell their properties 
or increase rents in response to 
the phased reduction of tox relief 
on mortgage interest and the 
stamp duty penalty. Since 1st April 
2016 anyone who buys additionol 
residential property including 
second homes and buy - to - lets 
must pay an extra 3% stamp duty 
land tax. 

Landlords with property portfolios 
are worried that they will start to 
make losses and are concerned 
that property prices will dip 
following the tax changes. In many 
cases buy-to-!ets could become 



unprofitable 
if mortgage 
interest rates 
were to rise. 

Changes 
being made 
to tax relief 
on mortgage 
interest will be fully implemented by 
2020 and landlords will effectively 
be taxed on their turnover rather 
than profit. This will increase tax bills 
and running costs and could see 
an increase in rents. 

The money markets are suggesting 
that the first increase in the bank 
rate could come in August 201 9 
with tougher lending criteria 
being introduced. Property could 
be placed in a limited company 
structure although this would 
create other tax implications ond 
mortgage options will narrow 
as fewer providers will lend to a 
company. 

For further advice on property tax 
feel free to call Morag Matthews on 
01295 250401 or emoil mmatthews® 
ellacotts.co.uk. 



The new Banbury networking 
group. Fizz and Sticks, is now three 
months old and in celebrotion 
this relaxed and informal group is 
launching a further new concept 
in networking... it's time to have 
some fun as well as creating and 
nuturing new business contacts! 

So on that note the group’s 
organisers. Dawn, Christina, Emily 
and Lindsay, would like to invite 
you to Fizz *n' Sticks on the 14th 
July from 7-10pm at The Church 
Flouse in Banbury. 

The night will involve; 

• Plenty of prosecco (you should 
already be tempted)! 

• Smiley booth area so memories 
are made: www.smileybooth.co.uk 

• Making new business 
connections in a relaxed 
environment 

To learn more about this new 
networking group piease visit the 
website at: 

www.banburybroomsticks.co.uk 





Don't leave 
success to 
chance 
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Trust Ellacotts to provide you 
with a range of tailored services^ 
knowledgeable expertise and 
strategic ideas to help you and 
your business thrive. 
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For a free initial consuttatian 

Tel: 01295 250401 
Email: mail@ellacottsxo.uk 
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CNvIcftd Ac[auic]ii£ A au^nti: JUkUtrs 




www,ellacotts,co,uk 
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Specialist legal 
services for you and 


your business 



E enquirie5@se-lawxo.uk 
T 01295 204000 

WWW. se-la wxo. u k 


spratt endicott 


SOLICITORS 


BANBURY 


BRACKLEY- 
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BUCKINGHAM 
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CHERWELL 
INTERVENES AFTER 
COUNTY COUNCIL 
CUTS BUDGET NOT 
GRASS! 

The teader of Cherwell 
District Council has said the 
decision to take over some 
grass cutting responsibility 
from Oxfordshire County 
Council was necessary to 
preserve the appearance 
and safety of the area. 

This comes after 
Oxfordshire County 
Council, which is 
responsibie for maintaining 
ail of Oxfordshire's gross 
verges, decided to reduce 
the service due to budget 
restrictions. 

Cllr Barry Wood, said: 

"'A/though C/ierwe// is 
not responsjb/e for f/ifs 
service, we are working /n 
partnership with town and 
parish councj/s fo make 
sure the grass is cut in fhe 


areas where it has the 
biggest impact..." 

Cllr Wood said: "At 

Cherwett we are in a 
sfrong frnanc/at position 
because we have taken 
proactive steps to reduce 
our expenditure without 
impacting on service 
provision. Not only that, 
we are now providing 
the services of others 
who cannot afford fo 
do so themseives. This 
has not happened by 
accident but it doesn't 
mean we have an 
endless pot of money to 
continue providing the 
services which others 
are responsibie for. By 
pursuing the proposals for 
devolution this would give 
us access to additionai 
funding to enabie us 
to provide aii of the 
services across Cherweil 
in accordance with the 
needs of those who iive 
and work here." 




HELPING 
STUDENTS TO 
LOOK AFTER 
OTHERS 

Accountants and 
business advisers 
Whitley Stimpson 
has made a 
donation to the Blessed 
George Napier School at 
Banbury to help pay for 
its annual pilgrimage to 
Lourd es. 

Martin Anson, director 
at Whitley Stimpson's 
Banbury office explains: 

"So far 31 sixth form 
students have committed 
themseives to the trip. 

The youngsters fundraise 
ail year and we are very 
pleased to help towards 
fhe cost of this visit. The 
students work hard there, 
helping fhe sick and 
disabled to get on and off 
fhe plane and when they 
are in Lourdes/" 


further supports the 
development of young 
people by taking part in 
the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in England 
and Wales (ICAEW) 

Higher Apprenticeships 
scheme, which is ideal 
for young people with 'A' 
levels. After successfully 
completing their higher 
apprenticeship the 
company continues to 
support them to complete 
their training to become 
fully qualified. 

For full details of Whitley 
Stimpson's services for 
education, business and 
individuals go to: www. 
whitleystimpson.co.uk 



For advice on investment & 


pension 
talk to Swann Financial. 


3,1111111 


01295 275269 


FINANCIAL CONSULTANCY 


www.sw 


Swann Financial Consuhancy represents only St, James's Place Wealth Manaecracnit pic (svliich is authorised and regulated In' the rSnancial Conduct .^uthoritvj lor the purpose ol' 
advisingsolck on dsc Groups ■wealtJi management products and services, more details oJ'ivhkli are set ont on the Group's website H'w\v.s]p.co,uk:/prioducls, 
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EDUCATION 








the Big 
Playground 
Festival 


Festival attire was donned by aduits 
and children alike for the very first 
'Big FesfrvaJ in the Playground' 
event organised by the talented 
staff and pupils at Bloxham primary 
school last month. 

During what was largely a wet 
weekend, the sun came out for the 
festival - the first of its kind for the 
school. 


drama workshops 
with Piaybox 
theatre 

A spectacuiar 
whole school 


performance of 
a dance routine 
from West Side 
Story, directed by 
Danielle Buick, one 
of the highlights of 
the event aiong 
with music from 
The Seven O'clock 
Junkies and The 
SKAlectrics. 


Entertaining visitors were: Sara 
Spade and her band (right) 
accompanied by a group of 
chiidren playing the ukulele, as well 
as music from the school orchestra 
and choir, 


Visiting authors Unda A/ewberyand 
Philip S Davies (pictured beiow) took 
questions from budding authors. 


Banbury 
and Bicester 
Coliege showcased 
artwork at the festival including print 
making, ceramics and mask making created by the 

visiting primary 
schooi chiidren and 


Glieney Travel 


A modern first class reliable service for 
all your coaching needs 

■X ^ A -rn---,- 


raoMi 


14 ^ 70 seat coaches available 


Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, 0X16 4RZ 
ywvwxheneycoaches.co.uk trave(@cheneyco3ches.co.ul^ 
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fhe (eairy>wpp Wiomas Franks 
wind down fn the Photo Booth 
after serving 224 covers 
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Best of British was the theme 


JULY 2016 


A POURSlIlRliS 

MACA/MNK 


for the 2016 Sibford School May 
Ball... and what a night it wasi 

A sumptuous five course meal, 
which included Brisket and Stilton 
Wellington and a trio of British 
desserts (Summer Pudding, Eton 
Mess and Pimm's Jelly) was 
provided by school caterers, 
Thomas Franks Ltd of Hook Norton. 

Warwickshire band, Wired, 
featuring Mark Jervis, Barney 
Porter, Leo Steeds and Jason Page, 
ensured that the dance floor was 
kept busy. 

And retiring Sibford School Head. 
Michael Goodwin, took charge 
of the auction which raised more 
than £12,000 to be split between 
nominated charity SeeSaw, which 
provides grief support for children 
and young people in Oxfordshire, 
and the schooLs Parents' 
Association. 


1 ; ref/f/ng Sibford Head MJchaeJ Goodwin made an 
enthusiastic auctioneer; 2: Lucy & Kari Baker; J; old 
scholar fdd Frosi (bn r/ghfj of funeral directors Edd frost & 
Daughters, with w/fe Soph/e, brother-in-iaw Paul Sawson 
and his wife Shetiy; 4; Alan and Catherine Berks, Alison St 
Alex Rjppon and Richard & Heien Ear/e; 5: Joby Spence, 
who takes over as Head of Sibford School in September 
2016, attended the baW a/ong w/fh his wife JiH: 6: Siephen 
& JrudI Ralnsberry pictured wffh eldest son Nicholas 

Ralnsberry ond hh fiancee 
Cathar/ne Baumann; 

7: Sibford School 
receptionist Julia More/ 
with husband Simon; 

8: Heien Mackinnon, 
Director of SeeSaw 


















We are locally seeing commercial property values go from 
strength to strength. The latest RIGS UK Commercial Property 
Market Survey shows overall conditions in the commercial property 
sector remain firm at the national level. 


As has been the trend In 
recent quarters^ steadily 
rising demand and a lack 
of supply continue to push 
capital values and rents 
higher. Notwithstanding this, 
respondents are beginning 
to scale back expectations 
for future growth part leu Early 
In segments of the market 
where values have run a long 
way and appear relatively 
stretched. Furthermore, 
survey feedback highlights 
uncertainty surrounding the EU 
referendum to be dampening 
activity in several areas. 

In an additional question 
Included in this quarterns 
survey, contributors were 
asked If uncertainty in the run¬ 
up to the EU referendum was 
reducing investment In the 
commercial property market. 
The largest share nationally, 
some 38%, felt the referendum 
was Indeed reducing 
Investment. At the same lime, 
24% were of the opinion their 
local market had not been 
affected. A significant 29% 
did not know, while 9% felt the 
referendum had not caused 
an air of uncertainty In the 
market at all. 

Whatever the result of voting 
on June 23rd, anecdotal 
evidence strongly suggests 
that some occupier and 
investor decisions are being 
pul on hold, In certain areas 
at least, until the outcome is 
known. By the time you are 
reading this article we will 
know the outcome of the 
referendum and we would 



Simon Patrick 


happily discuss the effects 
of the referendum on your 
properties. 

So what is happening locally? 
In our region we are seeing 
Industrial properties go from 
strength to strength with 
some new build units around 
Banbury commanding prices 
as high as £110 per sq ft and 
with second hand values 
ranging in price from £50 
to £85 per sq ft depending 
upon size, height, location, 
office content etc. The office 
market is less buoyant, but 
transactions are occurring. 

The very useful permitted 
develop mem rights allowing 
the change of use from offices 
to residential has reduced 
the quantity of tired old office 
Stock on the market. We are 
seeing occupiers start to take 


new offices with rents steadily 
Increasing. 

Is commercial property still 
a good investment? - Yes, 

I believe that well placed 
commercial properties in our 
region are still a good investment 
and will continue to remain in 
demand, if you are looking at 
new ways to Invest money or 


whether you are a seasoned 
property owner we would be 
delighted to talk through your 
prop^ty requifements with you 
on a no obligation basis. 

For further information on 
commercial properties please 
contact Simon Patrick on 
01295 226233 or slmon.palrick® 
fishergerman.co.uk 




your local team 


rural consultancy 
property agency 
planning & construction 
renewable energy 
utilities & infrastructure 
HS2 advice 
commercial 

contact us on 

Banbury 01295 271555 

b a n b ury @ fis he rg er mo n .c o. u k 


innovative thinking, inspired soiutions 


Cl 


FISHER 

GERMAN 


www.fishergermon.co.uk 











































F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARVRNGTON 
BANBI RY 0X17 IJL 0129S 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING 8c REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 



P ^ 

• R R c • Randerson 
C / Carpets 


Carpets selected frcwn around the globe Ofl display 
at Oxbow Farm^ Avon Dassett, CV47 2AQ 
0129S 690721 



^ LATE NIGHT 

OPENING 

MonThurs urytil 8PM 

our 24 hour line: 01295 262332 


Binburv i NartH Banbury / SoulJtuni r Addc^bury / WoiHdfd Halie 
www,w0stbarvpt5 co.ok 



li.liA.M-M 
FiML'rLjc^tscJ {RFt. 

t tndjcfnn tn imnt nHMtnry 

I'isit our showroom and 



A professional) fast and friendly 
denture repairs service 
Pop in for professional advice 



workshop or request a 
FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
extensive website... 

www.banburymemorials.co. uk 

Tel: 01295 811669 

Fax: 01295 811899 


5 Station Vard, Adderbury, Nr. Banbury, 
Oxon, 0 X 17 3 HJ 
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Wr WYNN STAY 

MM STORES 


Baabrny 


Fornwriy Banbury FalTn 4 Gewral SuppLIeil lid 
Bdirixiry floid 1641001, nr Burton DasHtt CV47 ZBB 

m0l29S 770707 

* WhtittbaTTahfx 

* PiHl It Autit 

* TnKrtRj TWfbejr 


IMHKlhllGrviln^ 0 BnfDCwjl 

HOfirOPttPmt 

Hotit ETKtrU FetHrnij;i 

Afinmrtsa 

MorvlWrmm 

IliiMirv AMHir 


a iVKNftnyotaf 
nirtrtwtn, ritult fliot*... 


Good QuaHty^ Cootl C<Hrd4c7i//re 

Dellvfiv WvIm AvdilabI? www wvruiiLav » uk 
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Boltons Auto Services 


Unit 1, Spring Lane, Little Bourton, Banbury 0X17 IRB 

• Repairs and Servicing to all makes including LCV 

• M.O.T. preparation and repairs - Welding 

• Diagnostic checks on all makes 

• Tyres supplied and fittei 


- 4 Wheel alignment 

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

TEL; 01295 750494 




0781 2672903 Email: boltonautoservices@btconnect.com 
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Drain Services 


ALL TYPES OF BLOCKAGES UNDERTAKEN DOMESTIC RETAIL 

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 

TOlLETib - BATHS * SINKS ' URINAlS * SHOWERS - GULLIES ^ 
DRAINS * GREASE TRAPS 

CCTV SURVEYS TANKER SERVtCE GULLY EMPTYING HIGH PRESSURE 

WATER JETTING SPECIALISTS 

GENUINE 24 HOUR 7 DAY SERVICE 

APPROVED contractors TO SEVERAL LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

OVER 2S YEARS EXPERIENCE 


PHONE 01295 758303 


JULY 2016 
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remembering 

Dave Swarbrick 

5 April 1941 — 3 June zoi6 

F amous fiddle player Dave Swarbrick passed away last month. A hugely 
influential violinist within folk music, he is fondly remembered for his 
appearances at the Cropredy Fairport Convention festivals through the 
years. Once a member of Fairport and other groups Swarbrick was an inspiration 
for many other musicians. Famously Dave Swarbrick was reported to have passed 
away in the Daily Telegraph some ten years ago now. Typically he saw the funny 
side and made photocopies of the page, autographed them and handed them 
out for a bob or two at festivals! His sense of humour will be missed. 

The picture here was taken at a Fairport festival back in 1984 when he was 
playing, we think, alongside Richard Thompson. This picture was one of my very 
first and I was so inspired by it that I went on to forge a career as a photographer, 
thank you Dave. 

JW 







Tickets 


ORDER BY MAY 31; 
Three day £120 .m 
R iday/Saturday EltSoo 
Saturday only £70.oo 

June 1 - July 31: 

Three day £125,oo 
Friday/Saturday El20.oo 
Saturday only £75.00 

Atter July31: 

Three day £l30,oo 
Friday/Saturday £125.oo 
Saturday only £d0.ao 




Tl^u 11 Fri 12 


Kr Banbury (M 40 Jll) 

in sunny KofQi Oxfordshire 
THURSDAY 11 
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HAYSEED 


a r\ 


EYPHOH • Fairporf y^oustic 

FEIDAY 12 


Tfie booing BEATLES 

[headspace] 

... , ^ “ Sc 

V/hle &^he Bandits LIFESIGHS 

S€Und of die Sirens - BBC YEA lUnner itbal 



Under 12s admifled FREE 

But all ctiilikit must be accbJHpartied 
try a ticket biiying aduJL 


CAMPING* 

Three day £45.oo 

Friday/Saturday £40.do 
Salurday only FREE 

’'ctiarges ate per vehicle, not per peison. 
BDters & iMckpMkfrs cafitp tor tre^ 
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SATURDAY 13 


GOKVEHTlOM 

) fRIEHDS 


Book via the website 
or write to: 


FAIEPOET 

^^Halph ncTell ■ Babylon Circus 

CDemon T)arbers XL * 



l^more & Roberts *r[gia* Richard ^gance 

wivw.fairportGonvention.Gom 

[0 /fairporlofflciai j 

Q @)fairGropfest 
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ROLEX 


THE DAY-DATE AO 


Tht inrernational symbol of ptrrformartce and success, reinterpreted with 
a modernised design and a new-gcneration mechanical movement. 

It doesn^t just tell time* It tells history. 



OYSTER PERPETUAL DAY-DATE 40 




79-80 Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire 0X16 'jJG 
One Gold Street, Northampton NNl ISA 
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